14 Fun Facts About Spinosaurus

Spinosaurus, often referred to as the King of Dinosaurs, is a fascinating creature
that roamed the Earth during the Late Cretaceous period. This massive carnivore
is known for its unique features and immense size. In this article, we will explore
14 fun facts about Spinosaurus that will leave you amazed. Read on to dive into

the world of this remarkable dinosaur.
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1. Size and Structure

Spinosaurus is estimated to have reached lengths of up to 59 feet (18 meters)
and weighed as much as 20 tons. It had a long, narrow snout filled with sharp
teeth and a distinctive sail-like structure on its back, formed by long spines that

could reach over 5 feet (1.5 meters) in height.
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2. Aquatic Adaptations

Unlike most dinosaurs, Spinosaurus spent a significant amount of time in water.
Its long, slender jaws and curved teeth suggest that it primarily fed on fish and
other aquatic creatures. Its robust limbs and paddle-like feet aided in swimming,

making it an expert swimmer.

3. Sail Function

The sail on Spinosaurus's back is a subject of debate among scientists. While

some propose that it helped regulate body temperature or attract potential mates,
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others suggest that it served a display purpose to establish dominance and
intimidate rivals.
4. Largest Terrestrial Carnivore

Spinosaurus is believed to be the largest terrestrial carnivore to have ever
existed, surpassing even Tyrannosaurus rex in size. Its massive proportions and

unique adaptations make it a truly formidable predator.

5. Discovery and Naming

The first Spinosaurus remains were discovered in Egypt in 1912 by German
paleontologist Ernst Stromer. He named the dinosaur "Spinosaurus," which

means "spine lizard," in reference to its distinctive sail-like structure.

6. Toothless Snout

Contrary to popular belief, Spinosaurus had a toothless snout. Instead of sharp
teeth, it had conical stubs suitable for grasping slippery prey like fish. These

rounded teeth were ideal for catching and holding onto its aquatic prey.

7. Bone Structure

Fossilized bones indicate that Spinosaurus had a unique skeletal structure to
support its massive size. Its bones were dense and filled with marrow, reducing

the overall weight of the dinosaur and making it more buoyant in water.

8. Semi-Bipedal Posture

Spinosaurus had a semi-bipedal posture, meaning it could walk on both two legs
and its arms. However, its short hind limbs indicate that it predominantly moved

on all fours, using its arms for stability and propulsion while swimming.

9. Clawed Hands



Spinosaurus had large, sharp claws on its hands, which were likely used for
catching and holding onto prey. These powerful claws, combined with its massive

size, made it a formidable hunter in both water and on land.

10. Unique Neck Vertebrae

The neck vertebrae of Spinosaurus were elongated and had spines that formed a
sail on its back. These long and flexible neck bones allowed it to strike its prey

from a distance, much like a modern-day heron catching fish with its beak.

11. Possibly Cannibalistic

Fossil evidence suggests that Spinosaurus may have been cannibalistic.
Overlapping bite marks found on some bones indicate that they were likely made
by another Spinosaurus, indicating instances of intraspecific aggression and

possible cannibalism.

12. Early Theropod

Spinosaurus is classified as a theropod dinosaur, belonging to the same group as
other famous carnivorous dinosaurs like T. rex and Velociraptor. However, its
unique adaptations and aquatic lifestyle set it apart from its land-dwelling

relatives.

13. Extinction

Like many other dinosaurs, Spinosaurus went extinct about 65 million years ago
during the Cretaceous-Paleogene extinction event. The exact reasons for its
extinction remain uncertain, although the impact of a large asteroid is believed to

have played a significant role in wiping out these magnificent creatures.

14. Pop Culture



Spinosaurus has become an iconic dinosaur in popular culture, thanks to its
appearance in movies, books, and video games. It gained widespread recognition
when it appeared in the blockbuster film "Jurassic Park IlI" and has since

captivated the imaginations of people worldwide.

Spinosaurus, the aquatic giant with its sail on its back, holds a special place in
the world of dinosaurs. Its immense size, unique adaptations for swimming, and
potential cannibalistic behavior make it a creature that continues to fascinate
scientists and dinosaur enthusiasts alike. The legacy of Spinosaurus serves as a

reminder of the diverse and awe-inspiring creatures that once ruled our planet.
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How tall was the sail on spinosaurus?
Was spinosaurus bigger or smaller than tyrannosaurus rex?
Where are the first spinosaurus fossils ever discovered?

How many spinosaurus skeletons have ever been found?
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Learn the answer to these questions and many more fun facts in this 15-Minute
Book. Spinosaurus was a strange dinosaur with a huge sail on its back. How

much do you know about spinosaurus?

Learninglsland.com believes in the value of children practicing reading for 15
minutes every day. Our 15-Minute Books give children lots of fun, exciting
choices to read, from classic stories, to mysteries, to books of knowledge. Open

the world of reading to a child by having them read for 15 minutes a day.
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