
40 Questions About Arminianism - A
Comprehensive Analysis by Matthew Pinson
Arminianism, a theological school of thought that originated in the 16th century
under the Dutch theologian Jacobus Arminius, has been a topic of debate among
Christians for centuries. Understanding its core tenets and implications is crucial,
as it directly influences one's understanding of God's sovereignty, human free
will, and the nature of salvation.

1. What is Arminianism?

Arminianism posits that human free will plays a significant role in salvation. It
emphasizes that God's grace has been extended to all individuals, and it is
through their acceptance or rejection of this grace that salvation is attained or
lost.

2. How does Arminianism differ from Calvinism?

While both Calvinism and Arminianism address the question of predestination,
they arrive at contrasting s. Calvinism asserts that God has predestined certain
individuals for salvation, and others for damnation, based solely on His divine will.
Arminianism holds that God desires the salvation of all individuals and has given
them the free will to choose or reject His grace.
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39. How has Arminianism influenced modern Christianity?

Arminian thinking has significantly influenced modern Christianity, particularly
within the Methodist, Wesleyan, and Pentecostal traditions. This theological
perspective emphasizes personal responsibility, evangelism, and the belief that
God's grace is available to all.

40. Is it possible to reconcile Calvinism and Arminianism?

Although the debate between Calvinism and Arminianism remains contentious,
some theologians have attempted to find a middle ground. These "Reformed
Arminians" propose that God's sovereignty and human free will are not mutually
exclusive, seeking to reconcile the two perspectives in a unique way.
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The actual life and teaching of Jacobus Arminius are often unknown or
misunderstood across many Protestant traditions. Answers beyond a basic
caricature can be elusive. What are the essential historical backgrounds of
Arminianism, and what theological teachings connect to the Arminian point of
view? Mixing solid historical research with biblical and doctrinal precision, Baptist
scholar J. Matthew Pinson clarifies the foundations of this influential tradition.

40 Questions About Arminianism addresses the following questions and more:
• Who was Jacobus Arminius?
• How has the church interpreted God’s desire that everyone be saved?
• How is Arminianism different from Calvinism?
• Can one be both Reformed and Arminian?
• What is “universal enabling grace”?
• What do Arminians mean by “free will”?
• Do Arminians believe that God predestines individuals to salvation?
• Is it possible for a Christian to apostatize?

An accessible question-and-answer format helps readers pursue the issues that
interest them most and encourages a broad understanding of historic and
contemporary Arminianism, with additional resources available at
40questions.net.
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