
All That I Am: A Compelling Tale of Love and
Courage

Are you in search of a captivating novel that will transport you to a different time
and place? Look no further than All That I Am, a remarkable book that combines
a heart-wrenching love story with a profound exploration of human resilience in
the face of adversity.
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Written by acclaimed author Anna Funder, All That I Am takes readers on a
journey through pre-World War II Europe, delving into the lives of two
extraordinary women and the challenges they encounter while fighting against
totalitarianism.
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The Storyline

The novel presents a dual narrative, alternating between the past and the
present. It introduces the reader to Ruth Becker, an elderly woman living in
contemporary Australia who reflects on her past as a political activist in Germany.
Ruth's memories of her friend, the charismatic and enigmatic Ernst Toller, provide
a glimpse into a tumultuous period of history.

Ernst Toller, a German playwright and left-wing politician, forms the central figure
in the story. As an exiled revolutionary, Toller finds himself grappling with the rise
of Adolf Hitler and the insidious wave of Nazism engulfing Germany. Through
Toller's eyes, the reader gains insight into the devastating effects of Hitler's
regime on individuals and communities.
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The narrative beautifully weaves together Ruth's present-day experiences with
Toller's past, highlighting the enduring connections between activism, love, and
the yearning for a better world.

Incredible Depth of Characters

One of the greatest strengths of All That I Am lies in its brilliantly drawn
characters. Funder breathes life into each individual, making them feel palpably
real. Ruth, as the protagonist, is a courageous and fiercely independent woman
who demonstrates resilience even in the face of immense personal tragedies.

Equally noteworthy is Dora Fabian, Ruth's spirited friend who serves as the voice
of rebellion and feminism in the novel. Funder skillfully portrays Dora's
unwavering dedication to the cause, her passion for justice, and her unwavering
belief in the power of activism.

Through their complex and multifaceted relationships with one another, the
characters in All That I Am explore themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and the lengths
people will go to protect those they love.

A Triumph of Historical Fiction

Funder brilliantly intertwines fact and fiction in All That I Am, capturing the
essence of a tumultuous era in history while presenting a compelling narrative
that keeps readers captivated until the very last page.

By meticulously researching pre-war Germany and drawing inspiration from real-
life figures, Funder immerses the reader in the political turmoil of the time. Her
attention to detail ensures that readers gain a deeper understanding of the social
and cultural nuances of the period, without compromising the emotional intensity
of the story.



A Work of Prose Craftsmanship

The prose in All That I Am is masterfully crafted, evoking a myriad of emotions
within the reader. Funder's eloquent writing style paints vivid imagery and paints
a portrait of a world on the brink of chaos. The dialogue is imbued with
authenticity, bringing the characters' voices to life and establishing a strong
connection between the reader and the story.

Furthermore, Funder's ability to seamlessly shift between different timelines adds
depth and complexity to the narrative, enhancing the overall reading experience.

All in all, All That I Am is a captivating novel that seamlessly blends history, love,
and resilience into a beautifully woven narrative. Anna Funder's storytelling
prowess is evident throughout the book, leaving readers with a profound
appreciation for the power of human courage and the enduring nature of love.

So if you're searching for a novel that will transport you to a different time, make
you reflect on the triumphs and tragedies of history, and keep you turning pages
late into the night, look no further than All That I Am.
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Award-winning author Anna Funder delivers an affecting and beautifully evocative
debut novel about a group of young German exiles who risk their lives to awaken
the world to the terrifying threat of Hitler and Nazi Germany. Based on real-life
events and people, All That I Am brings to light the heroic, tragic, and true story of
a small group of left-wing German social activists who mounted a fierce and
cunning resistance from their perilous London exile, in a novel that fans of Suite
Francaise, The Piano Teacher, and Atonement will find irresistible and
unforgettable.

“An intimate exploration of human connection and our responsibility to one
another.” —Colum McCann, author of Let the Great World Spin
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