
An Alternative History Of Pittsburgh:
Uncovering Hidden Stories

The city of Pittsburgh, also known as the Steel City, has a rich history that dates
back centuries. From its humble beginnings as a frontier outpost to becoming a
major industrial and cultural hub, Pittsburgh has witnessed monumental change
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over the years. However, amidst the stories of steel mills and sports triumphs,
there lies a hidden and lesser-known history that often goes untold.

Let's take a journey into an alternative history of Pittsburgh, shedding light on
some fascinating tales and narratives that have shaped the city we know today.
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The Native American Heritage

Before the arrival of European settlers, the land that we now call Pittsburgh was
home to native tribes, including the Shawnee and Iroquois. These indigenous
communities had a deep connection to the land, with rich cultural traditions and
practices. Exploring this forgotten heritage can help us gain a deeper
understanding of Pittsburgh's roots.

The Underground Railroad Network

Pittsburgh played a crucial role in the abolitionist movement and the Underground
Railroad during the 19th century. Many courageous individuals and communities
worked tirelessly to help enslaved people escape to freedom. Uncovering the
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stories of these unsung heroes brings to light Pittsburgh's significant contribution
to the fight for equality and justice.

The Rise of Jazz in the Hill District

In the early 20th century, the Hill District of Pittsburgh became a vibrant cultural
center for African Americans. This neighborhood witnessed the birth of a unique
form of jazz that eventually influenced the entire music scene. Through its music
clubs and talented musicians, the Hill District paved the way for jazz legends and
became an emblem of artistic expression and resilience.

The Forgotten Labor Movement

While Pittsburgh is often remembered for its industrial might, there is an untold
story of the labor movement that fought for fair working conditions. Workers in the
steel mills and factories organized strikes and protests, demanding better wages
and improved safety measures. Exploring this alternative history sheds light on
the sacrifices made by these workers and their impact on the city's labor laws.

The Westinghouse Heritage

George Westinghouse, one of Pittsburgh's most influential inventors and
entrepreneurs, left a lasting legacy that goes beyond the realm of industry. He
actively supported and financed projects related to education, science, and the
arts. Uncovering the lesser-known facets of Westinghouse's life reveals his
profound impact on making Pittsburgh a center for innovation and progress.

The Birth of Pittsburgh's LGBTQ+ Movement

Revealing the stories of Pittsburgh's LGBTQ+ community and their fight for
visibility and equality is another important aspect of the alternative history of the
city. From early LGBTQ+ organizations to the emergence of queer nightlife,
Pittsburgh played a vital role in shaping the LGBTQ+ movement in the region.



Preserving and Celebrating Alternative History

Discovering and sharing these alternative narratives is essential for an inclusive
understanding of Pittsburgh's history. Museums, community organizations, and
historians are working tirelessly to uncover and preserve these hidden stories. By
celebrating this alternative history, we not only embrace a more complete picture
of Pittsburgh's past but also acknowledge the remarkable contributions of diverse
communities.

, the alternative history of Pittsburgh brings to light the often overlooked stories
that have shaped the city's identity. By exploring the Native American heritage,
the Underground Railroad network, the rise of jazz, the labor movement, the
Westinghouse legacy, and the LGBTQ+ movement, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the cultural, social, and historical significance of this remarkable
city. Let us continue exploring and celebrating these alternative narratives to
ensure a more inclusive and comprehensive understanding of Pittsburgh's past.

An Alternative History of Pittsburgh
by Stuart A. Wright(Kindle Edition)

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 689 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 158 pages

Ed Simon tells the story of Pittsburgh through this collection of explorations of its
hidden histories—one of Newsweek's "21 Best Books to Read This Spring."
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The land surrounding the confluence of the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio
rivers has supported communities of humans for millennia. In the past four
centuries, however, it has been transformed utterly and many times over by the
people who call it home. In this brief, lyrical, and idiosyncratic new book, Ed
Simon follows the story of America's furnace through a series of interconnected
segments, covering all manner of Pittsburgh-beloved people, places, and things,
including:

Paleolithic Pittsburgh
The Whiskey Rebellion
The attempted assassination of Henry Frick
The Harmonists
The Mystery, Pittsburgh's radical, Black nationalist newspaper
The myth of Joe Magarac
and Billy Strayhorn, Duke Ellington, Andy Warhol, and much much more

Accessible, conversational, and funny, An Alternative History of Pittsburgh is a
must-read for anyone curious about this storied city, and for Pittsburghers who
think they know it all-too-well already.
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