
Awe-Inspiring Journey Through Northern
Afghanistan - Unveiling its Hidden Gems!

The term "off the beaten path" often conjures images of remote and lesser-known
destinations waiting to be explored. In the case of Northern Afghanistan, this
statement holds true. While the country's turbulent past may have deterred many
travelers, those bold enough to venture into this region will be rewarded with a
journey that reveals the untouched beauty and rich cultural heritage of these
lands.

A Glimpse into History

A land steeped in history, Northern Afghanistan is home to ancient civilizations
that have left their mark on the world. One cannot help but be captivated by the
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majestic ruins of the ancient city of Balkh. With origins dating back over 3,000
years, Balkh was a center of trade, religion, and intellectualism in its prime. The
spectacular remains of the Great Mosque of Mazar-e-Sharif bear witness to the
city's glorious past.
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Natural Wonders

As you traverse the rugged landscapes of Northern Afghanistan, breathtaking
natural wonders unfold before your eyes. The Band-e Amir National Park
showcases a series of awe-inspiring turquoise lakes nestled amidst towering
limestone cliffs. Locals consider these lakes to be "jewels of Afghanistan."
Witnessing the juxtaposition of the vibrant blue waters against the arid
surrounding landscape is a sight to behold.
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Trekking in the Wakhan Corridor

No journey through Northern Afghanistan would be complete without
experiencing the legendary Wakhan Corridor. This narrow strip of land separates
Tajikistan from Pakistan and offers adventure enthusiasts an unparalleled
trekking experience. As you navigate through the pristine wilderness, prepare to
be mesmerized by towering peaks, dramatic gorges, and traditional villages
frozen in time. The legendary Pamir Mountains provide a stunning backdrop to an
unforgettable journey.

The Warmth of Afghan Hospitality
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Despite the hardships faced by its people, Afghanistan boasts a warm and
welcoming culture. Travelers in Northern Afghanistan often find themselves
invited into homes, enjoying a traditional cup of tea, and sharing stories with
locals who are eager to showcase their way of life. The genuine hospitality and
resilience of the Afghan people leave a lasting impression that forever changes
the perception of this remarkable nation.

The Hidden Gem of Mazar-e-Sharif

Mazar-e-Sharif, the fourth-largest city in Afghanistan, is an enchanting destination
that embodies the essence of Northern Afghanistan. The city is renowned for its
exquisite blue mosque, the Shrine of Hazrat Ali, which attracts countless pilgrims
each year. The vibrant atmosphere of the bazaars, the mouth-watering local
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cuisine, and the chance to witness traditional Sufi rituals make Mazar-e-Sharif an
absolute must-visit destination.

The Mysteries of Bamiyan

A visit to Northern Afghanistan is incomplete without exploring the enigmatic
region of Bamiyan. The iconic cliffsides where the ancient Buddha statues once
stood still carry an air of mystery and intrigue. Despite the statues being
destroyed by the Taliban, their absence only adds to the allure of this
archeological wonder. The Bamiyan Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
offers visitors a glimpse into the country's history, resilience, and hope for a
brighter future.

Preserving a Forgotten Artform
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Among the hidden treasures of Northern Afghanistan is the secret world of
calligraphy and miniature painting. These art forms have been passed down
through generations but remain largely unknown to the outside world. By
supporting local artisans, travelers have the opportunity to witness the creation of
intricate masterpieces and contribute to the preservation of an endangered
cultural heritage.

A Journey for the Brave

Northern Afghanistan may not be for the faint-hearted, but those who embark on
this extraordinary journey are rewarded with the chance to discover a world few
have seen. It is a land where ancient civilizations, stunning natural landscapes,
and the resilience of its people merge to create an unforgettable experience. So,
dare to venture off the beaten path and unravel the hidden wonders of Northern
Afghanistan, for it is a journey that will leave an indelible mark on your soul.
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War correspondent Anna Badkhen returns to Northern Afghanistan in search of
the friends she made in the early days of the occupation, back when it was the
safest part of an unsafe land. Blighted, hopeless, still unspeakably beautiful but
now overrun by the Taliban, the region is a different place entirely than the one
she first encountered. Traveling from village to village, she comes to understand
what went so terribly wrong in the North—and, by extension, what is going so
terribly wrong in Afghanistan in general. In her dispatches, which she calls “part
diary entries, part love letters from a land that stole my heart,” she offers one of
the most heartbreaking, lyrical portrayals ever of Afghanistan—and a powerful
warning to those seeking to force the country into a bright new future.

Format Note: Available for the first time as a collection, Badkhen’s dispatches
span three weeks of daily coverage to create a short-form e-book.
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