Before There Were Words: Unraveling the
Mystery of Early Communication

Imagine a time before the written word, before elaborate language systems were
constructed, where human beings communicated through a unique blend of
sounds, gestures, and symbols. This ancient form of communication, often
dubbed "proto-language," has fascinated linguists and anthropologists alike,

offering a glimpse into the origins of human expression.

The Origins of Language: A Puzzling Enigma

The human capacity for language is arguably one of our most unique and

defining traits. However, the moment in history when our ancestors first began to
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express ideas and emotions through spoken words remains shrouded in mystery.
The absence of written records from prehistoric times makes it exceedingly

challenging to piece together this complex puzzle.

Fortunately, researchers have turned to alternative sources of evidence in their
quest to understand the origins of language. By studying modern-day indigenous
communities, analyzing the behavior of non-human primates, and conducting
intricate studies on brain development, scientists have unearthed many

compelling insights into how language may have evolved.
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The Dawn of Symbolic Thought: From Gestures to Cave Paintings

Long before the first written texts were etched onto clay tablets or papyrus scrolls,
our ancestors relied on hand gestures, facial expressions, and body movements
to convey meaning. This form of non-verbal communication laid the foundation for

the development of language as we know it today.
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However, as human societies became more complex and settled, early humans
began to experiment with new methods of communication. Perhaps one of the
most remarkable examples of this can be found in the ancient cave paintings

scattered across the world.

These prehistoric artworks, dating back tens of thousands of years, depict scenes
of hunting, wildlife, and tribal rituals. While their exact meaning may remain
elusive, many believe that these cave paintings served as a way for early humans
to communicate with one another, to share stories, and to pass down cultural

knowledge.
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Cracking the Code: Deciphering Ancient Scripts and Symbols

As civilizations flourished and writing systems were developed, the evolution of
language took on a new form. Ancient scripts, such as Mesopotamian cuneiform
or Egyptian hieroglyphs, represented significant leaps forward in human

communication.
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However, deciphering these ancient scripts posed a significant challenge for
scholars. It was only through the discovery of the Rosetta Stone in 1799, which
bore an inscription in both Greek and Egyptian, that linguists were finally able to
crack the code of hieroglyphs and unlock the secrets of ancient Egyptian

civilization.

Today, the study of these ancient scripts and symbols continues to shed light on
the early stages of written languages and the cultural landscapes in which they
thrived. From the intricate storytelling of the Epic of Gilgamesh to the monumental
stone carvings of the Mayans, these linguistic artifacts offer a unique window into

our collective past.

Unspoken Legacies: Trace Elements of Proto-Languages

While our prehistoric ancestors may not have left behind any written documents,
traces of their ancient languages can still be found today. By analyzing the
phonetics and grammar structures of modern-day languages, researchers have
uncovered fascinating similarities that hint at the existence of a common

ancestral tongue.
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These shared linguistic features have allowed experts to group languages into
distinct families, such as the Indo-European, Sino-Tibetan, or Afro-Asiatic
language families. By tracing back the roots of these language families, linguists

can catch glimpses of the languages spoken by our distant ancestors.

Furthermore, the study of onomatopoeic words, which mimic natural sounds,

provides additional insights into the origins of verbal expression. Words like
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"buzz," "hiss," or "crash" can be found across the globe in various languages,

suggesting a universal connection to early forms of communication.

Unlocking the Silent Past

Before there were words, humanity found ways to communicate, bond, and
express itself. From the intricate cave paintings of our ancestors to the complex
writing systems of ancient civilizations, the journey of language and

communication has been a fascinating one.

While the exact details of this ancient past may remain shrouded in mystery, the
collective efforts of scientists, linguists, and anthropologists continue to bring us
closer to unraveling the secrets of our silent past. Through innovative research
methodologies and a deep appreciation for our shared human heritage, we can
paint a vivid portrait of the origins of language and the powerful impact it has had

on our species' evolution.
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Before There Were Words: The Energetic Meanings of Runes, describes the
mystical process of doing a Rune reading in a simple, straightforward way for
those who have been curious. This text offers something that other Rune books
don’t: a clear breakdown of the energetic meanings of these ancient, beautiful
symbols, with personal examples to provide practical examples of how this

symbolic wisdom is helpful in everyday life.

This book teaches readers to ask the Big Questions of life when doing a Rune
reading. Seekers who are ready to ask these questions will receive the Big
Answers, and it will help them transform their lives. Author Kriss Erickson gives
the gift of assisting the Rune reader to look deeply into issues of past and
present, in order to shift the future. Learn to use these powerful divination tools,
or refresh your knowledge of them, to start seeing sweeping changes in your own

life!
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