
Beginning To Read Mandarin Chinese With
Big: A Fun and Effective Way to Learn
Learning a new language can be a daunting task, especially one as complex as
Mandarin Chinese. With its unique characters and tonal pronunciation, mastering
Mandarin may seem like an uphill battle. However, with the right approach and
resources, anyone can embark on a successful journey towards reading
Mandarin Chinese.

In this article, we will explore a fun and effective way to begin reading Mandarin
Chinese using the revolutionary language learning program, Big. With its
innovative methodology and adaptive learning system, Big enables learners to
stay motivated and progress at their own pace.

The Importance of Reading in Language Learning

Reading plays a crucial role in language acquisition. It helps learners build
vocabulary, improves comprehension, and enhances communication skills. When
it comes to Mandarin Chinese, reading is even more essential due to its
logographic writing system.
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In Mandarin, each character represents a distinct unit of meaning, making it
crucial to understand character combinations to comprehend texts. By beginning
to read Mandarin Chinese early on, learners can familiarize themselves with
characters, gain confidence, and develop a strong foundation for further language
acquisition.

Why Choose Big?

Big stands out from other language learning programs due to its comprehensive
approach and engaging content. Developed by experts in Mandarin Chinese
education, Big offers an extensive collection of leveled reading materials
specifically designed for beginners.

One of the key advantages of Big is its adaptive learning system. The program
uses artificial intelligence algorithms to tailor the learning experience to each
individual learner. This ensures that learners are always challenged at the right
level, making the learning process more efficient and enjoyable.

Big also provides learners with various interactive exercises and multimedia
resources to enhance learning. From audio pronunciation guides to animated
videos that illustrate vocabulary usage, Big's multimedia features create an
immersive experience that accelerates language acquisition.

Getting Started with Big
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Beginning to read Mandarin Chinese with Big is simple and intuitive. Here is a
step-by-step guide to starting your language learning journey:

Step 1: Create an Account

Visit Big's website and create a free account. Provide your details and select your
desired learning level based on your proficiency in Mandarin Chinese.

Step 2: Take the Placement Test

To ensure personalized learning, Big offers a placement test that evaluates your
current knowledge of Mandarin Chinese. This will help the program determine
your starting point and curate lessons specific to your needs.

Step 3: Explore Leveled Readers

Once you complete the placement test, Big will present you with a selection of
leveled readers. These readers cover a wide range of topics and difficulty levels,
enabling you to gradually progress from basic vocabulary to more complex
sentence structures.

Each leveled reader comes with audio recordings, pinyin transliterations, and
translations, allowing you to fully understand the text and improve your
pronunciation simultaneously.

Step 4: Complete Interactive Exercises

After reading each leveled reader, Big offers interactive exercises to reinforce
your learning. These exercises include vocabulary quizzes, fill-in-the-blank
activities, and comprehension questions, ensuring that you absorb the material
effectively.

Step 5: Track Your Progress



One of the most motivating aspects of using Big is its progress tracking feature.
The program keeps a record of your achievements, highlighting areas of
improvement and providing recommendations for further study.

The Benefits of Using Big for Mandarin Reading

Choosing Big as your Mandarin reading companion comes with multiple benefits:

1. Tailored Learning Experience

Big's adaptive learning system ensures that lessons are attuned to your
proficiency level, maximizing efficiency and progress. It saves you from the
frustration of being overwhelmed by content that is too advanced or bored by
simplistic materials.

2. Rich and Diverse Content

Big boasts an extensive library of leveled readers covering a wide array of topics.
This allows learners to explore various subjects and develop a well-rounded
vocabulary while building reading skills.

3. Multimedia Support

With its audio recordings, visual aids, and interactive exercises, Big takes
learning beyond simply reading characters. By engaging multiple senses, Big
enables learners to grasp pronunciation nuances and comprehend context more
effectively.

4. Motivating and Gamified Approach

Learning can sometimes feel like a tedious task, but Big is designed to keep
learners engaged and motivated. Through its gamified elements, progress
tracking, and achievement badges, Big transforms the language learning
experience into an enjoyable adventure.



Beginning to read Mandarin Chinese with Big is not only an effective way to
acquire language skills but also an enjoyable and engaging experience. By
tailoring the content to individual learners, providing rich multimedia resources,
and incorporating gamification, Big makes language learning accessible and
exciting.

So, why wait? Start your Mandarin reading journey with Big, and unlock the
fascinating world of Chinese literature, culture, and communication!
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A simple story for those beginning to read Mandarin Chinese, suitable for children
and adults learning the language e.g. for the HSK exams. The text uses 41 basic
words, and is the first in the series about the two characters Big Cat and Little
Dog. This book introduces the characters before their adventures in later books in
the series. In the first part, words appear at the bottom of each page in the first
section, along with their pinyin and English translations. In the second part, the
same story appears without the English and pinyin translations. All of the new
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words are summarised at the end of the book in the order that they appear in the
text. At the end of the book are some short translation questions and answers to
test the reader's use of the vocabulary used in the book. Please note Amazon's
automatic speech enable feature does not work for bilingual books and therefore
does not correctly pronounce the Chinese in this book.
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