Between Two Worlds: Society, Politics, and
Business in the Philippines

The Philippines is a nation with a rich and diverse cultural heritage, caught
between two worlds. On one hand, it is deeply rooted in its traditional values,
close-knit communities, and strong family ties. On the other hand, it is rapidly
modernizing, embracing globalization and technological advancements. This
delicate balancing act between tradition and progress shapes the country's

society, politics, and business landscape.

Society: A Tapestry of Cultures

The Filipino society is a melting pot of various cultures and influences. It is the
result of centuries of colonization, starting from the Spanish reign, followed by
American occupation, and the Japanese invasion. These historical events have

shaped the Filipino culture, values, and norms.

The Filipinos are known for their hospitality, warmth, and strong sense of family.
The Filipino family unit extends beyond the nuclear family, with close ties to
extended relatives and even neighbors. This communal way of life fosters a

sense of belonging and support within the society.
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Religion also plays a significant role in Filipino society. The country is
predominantly Catholic due to centuries of Spanish influence. Churches can be
found in every corner of the archipelago, and religious festivals are an integral

part of Filipino culture.

However, the traditional society is undergoing changes. The younger generation
is more inclined towards individualism and independence. Western influences,
combined with access to technology and social media, have facilitated the spread

of new ideas and a globalized lifestyle.

Politics: A Complex Landscape

The Philippine political landscape is marked by a complex web of alliances,
power struggles, and historical legacies. As a democratic country, it has
undergone multiple transitions, from authoritarian rule to people power

revolutions.

The current political system is characterized by a presidential form of
government, with a bicameral legislature. However, political dynasties and
patronage still prevail. This nepotistic arrangement gives rise to power struggles

between political families and a concentration of wealth and influence.

Corruption also poses a significant challenge in Philippine politics. Despite efforts

to combat it, it remains a systemic issue, affecting various sectors of society.
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Nonetheless, the Filipino people continue to fight for transparency, accountability,

and good governance.

The political landscape is further shaped by the sharp socio-economic divide. The
Philippines remains an economically unequal country, with a significant wealth
gap between the rich and the poor. This disparity fuels social unrest and drives

the need for inclusive policies.

Business: Navigating Opportunities and Challenges

The Philippines' economic landscape is evolving rapidly, presenting both
opportunities and challenges for businesses. Its strategic location in Southeast
Asia, combined with a large young population, makes it an attractive market for

foreign investments.

The business sector in the country is diverse, ranging from traditional agriculture
to emerging industries like technology and BPO (Business-Process Outsourcing).
The outsourcing sector, in particular, has experienced significant growth, driving

employment and contributing to the economy's overall resilience.

However, the business environment is not without challenges. Infrastructural
limitations, bureaucratic red tape, and inconsistent policies remain obstacles to
growth. Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic has posed unprecedented

challenges for businesses, forcing them to adapt and innovate.

Nonetheless, Filipino businesses have shown resilience and adaptability. They
navigate through the challenges by harnessing the entrepreneurial spirit of the

Filipinos and capitalizing on the country's strengths.

The Philippines is a country between two worlds, delicately balancing tradition

and progress. Its society is a tapestry of cultures, where traditional values coexist



with modern influences. Politics is a complex landscape, marred by power
struggles and corruption but fueled by the fight for good governance. The
business sector presents opportunities and challenges, with resilience and

adaptability serving as catalysts for growth.

As the Philippines continues to navigate between these worlds, its society,
politics, and business landscape continually evolve. The key lies in striking a
balance, preserving the essence of tradition while embracing progress, and

charting a future that best serves the Filipino people.
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This book considers the tensions and complementarities between two different
attitudes towards social relationships - on the one hand, the attitude aspired to in
the West, which emphasises individualism, institutional probity, and the rule of
law, and which regards social relationships as ideals or absolutes; and, on the
other hand, the attitude often found in Asia, where loyalties based on kinship,
local networks, and places of origin are vitally important, and where social

relationships, institutions and practices are often material for manipulation and
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the pursuit of ambition. The book explores the nature of these different attitudes,
discussing the different attitudes as they are found in practice in the Philippines. It
considers how they are bound up with material progress, and how they have a

crucial impact, on business, politics and region-centre relations.
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