
Big World Small Planet: Abundance Within
Planetary Boundaries

The Challenge of Our Times

In the face of increasing environmental concerns and a rapidly growing global
population, the concept of "Big World Small Planet" has gained significant
attention. It encapsulates the idea that we live in a world with finite resources and
must learn to live within the boundaries of our planet's ecosystems.

Living Within Planetary Boundaries
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Living within planetary boundaries means finding ways to sustainably use the
Earth's resources while ensuring the well-being and prosperity of both current
and future generations. It requires us to rethink our economic systems,
consumption patterns, and development models.
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Abundance and Sustainability

Contrary to popular belief, living within planetary boundaries does not mean
sacrificing abundance. Instead, it focuses on ensuring abundance in a
sustainable manner, where resources are managed responsibly and efficiently.
This approach can provide for the basic needs of all individuals, while also
protecting the diverse ecosystems that support life on Earth.

The Role of Innovation

Innovation plays a crucial role in achieving abundance within planetary
boundaries. From technological advancements to social innovations, creative
solutions are needed to address the complex challenges ahead. By harnessing
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the power of innovation, we can develop sustainable practices and technologies
that promote abundance while safeguarding the planet.

From Linear to Circular Economies

Transitioning from a linear economy, where resources are extracted, used, and
disposed of, to a circular economy is essential for living within planetary
boundaries. In a circular economy, resources are continuously reused, recycled,
and regenerated, reducing waste and minimizing the need for new resource
extraction.

Transforming Consumption Patterns

Our current patterns of consumption play a significant role in driving
environmental degradation. Shifting towards sustainable consumption practices,
such as reducing waste, choosing renewable energy sources, and embracing a
more conscious and informed lifestyle, can help us live within the boundaries of
our planet.

Educating for the Future

To ensure a sustainable future, education must play a transformative role. By
integrating sustainability into educational systems, we can equip future
generations with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to thrive within
planetary boundaries. This includes fostering a deeper understanding of
ecological principles, promoting critical thinking, and inspiring innovative
solutions.

Unleashing the Power of Collaboration

The challenges we face cannot be overcome by individual efforts alone.
Collaboration between governments, businesses, civil society organizations, and
individuals is essential to effect real change. By working together, we can pool



our resources, knowledge, and expertise to develop effective strategies and
solutions for abundance within planetary boundaries.

The Time for Action is Now

As the impacts of climate change are becoming increasingly evident, the urgency
to live within planetary boundaries has never been greater. We must act now to
preserve the Earth's resources and biodiversity for future generations. By
embracing the concept of Big World Small Planet, we can create a world where
abundance and sustainability coexist, ensuring a prosperous future for all.

Living within planetary boundaries is not an impossible task; rather, it is a
pressing challenge that demands our collective action. By reimagining our
economic and consumption models, embracing innovation, and fostering
collaboration, we can create a world of abundance that respects the limits of our
planet.
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“A carefully laid-out argument about the ecological limits of our planet—and the
challenge these limits pose to our patterns of life and economic growth.”—Daniel
C. Esty, coauthor of Green to Gold

Big World, Small Planet probes the urgent predicament of our times: how is it
possible to create a positive future for both humanity and Earth? We have
entered the Anthropocene—the era of massive human impacts on the planet—
and the actions of over seven billion residents threaten to destabilize Earth’s
natural systems, with cascading consequences for human societies.

 In this extraordinary book, the authors combine the latest science with
compelling storytelling and amazing photography to create a new narrative for
humanity’s future. Johan Rockström and Mattias Klum reject the notion that
economic growth and human prosperity can only be achieved at the expense of
the environment. They contend that we have unprecedented opportunities to
navigate a “good Anthropocene.” By embracing a deep mind-shift, humanity can
reconnect to Earth, discover universal values, and take on the essential role of
planetary steward. With eloquence and profound optimism, Rockström and Klum
envision a future of abundance within planetary boundaries—a revolutionary
future that is at once necessary, possible, and sustainable for coming
generations.

“We are inflicting grave damage on Planet Earth, and if we carry on with
‘business as usual’ we may reach the point of no return—when ecosystems
collapse and more and more species become extinct. There is hope if only we
can bridge the gap between the clever human brain and the compassionate
human heart and act now. Johan Rockström and Mattias Klum lead the way with
scientific clarity, powerful storytelling, and inspiring and award-winning
photography.”—Dr. Jane Goodall
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