
China's New Red Guards: Unveiling a
Controversial Movement
The New Red Guards in China have become a topic of intense discussion and
debate both domestically and internationally. This youthful movement has rapidly
gained prominence and is reminiscent of the Cultural Revolution era in China.
With their passionate devotion to Mao Zedong and the revolutionary spirit, the
New Red Guards are leaving an indelible mark on China's current political
landscape.

The Revival of Ideology

China's New Red Guards, often made up of university students, are fervently
embracing Maoist ideology and have actively participated in political campaigns
advocating for the revival of his principles. They consider themselves the loyal
custodians of Mao's legacy and aim to defend it against perceived threats from
what they view as capitalist forces.

The movement emerged in the early 2010s as a response to growing economic
inequality, corruption, and the displacement of traditional Chinese values due to
globalization. The New Red Guards believe that by resurrecting the fervor of
Mao's era, they can rectify these perceived societal issues.
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Symbolism and Actions

The New Red Guards are characterized by their adoption of Mao-era fashion,
which includes wearing red armbands, military uniforms, and carrying the "Little
Red Book," a collection of Mao's quotations. They also utilize the symbolism of
the Cultural Revolution, such as red banners and slogans, in their activities.

These young activists engage in various forms of political activism, including
organizing rallies, street demonstrations, and online campaigns. They have a
strong presence on social media platforms, where they share their ideological
views and recruit like-minded individuals. Their message is often accompanied by
long-tail clickbait titles, aiming to attract attention and prompt discussion about
their cause.

Controversies and Conflicts

The New Red Guards' rise has not been without controversy and conflict. Their
actions, at times, have led to clashes with authorities and counter-activist groups
who disagree with their methods and ideology. While some see them as
passionate defenders of a forgotten era, others view them as advocating for a
return to an oppressive regime that caused immense suffering during the Cultural
Revolution.

Chinese authorities have adopted a somewhat ambivalent approach towards the
New Red Guards. On the one hand, they appreciate their fervent patriotism and
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perception of socialism. On the other hand, they are cautious about the potential
risks associated with their radical methods and the influence they may exert over
vulnerable segments of society.

The Digital Realm and International Attention

While the New Red Guards primarily operate within China, their activities and
ideology have drawn significant international attention. The rise of the movement
has ignited discussions on the long-term implications for China's political future
and the potential impact on global affairs.

International observers also point out the digital aspect of the New Red Guards'
movement. They effectively utilize social media platforms to promote their ideas
and recruit supporters, transcending geographical boundaries. This ability to
garner international attention through online platforms enhances the perceived
significance and impact of the movement.

The Future of China's New Red Guards

The New Red Guards continue to be a source of fascination, controversy, and
debate. Whether they will be able to maintain their momentum and enact tangible
change in the Chinese political landscape remains uncertain. Authorities are
cautiously monitoring their activities, trying to strike a balance between ensuring
social stability and placating their fervor.

Regardless of their long-term success or failure, the emergence of the New Red
Guards highlights the complexities and contradictions within China's socio-
political fabric. It showcases how Chinese society grapples with embracing its
past while seeking a path forward amidst rapid economic transformation and
ideological divergence.



The rise of China's New Red Guards signifies a societal response to various
challenges faced in the post-Mao era. Their passion for Maoist principles and
their fervent activism transforms them into a significant force within China's
political landscape. Although controversial, their actions shed light on the
complexities and struggles inherent in a nation that is both embracing capitalism
and grappling with its socialist legacy.

China's New Red Guards: The Return of
Radicalism and the Rebirth of Mao Zedong
by Jude Blanchette(Kindle Edition)

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 663 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 218 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

Ever since Deng Xiaoping effectively de-radicalized China in the 1980s, there
have been many debates about which path China would follow. Would it
democratize? Would it embrace capitalism? Would the Communist Party's rule be
able to withstand the adoption and spread of the Internet? One debate that did
not occur in any serious way, however, was whether Mao Zedong would make a
political comeback.

As Jude Blanchette details in China's New Red Guards, contemporary China is
undergoing a revival of an unapologetic embrace of extreme authoritarianism that
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draws direct inspiration from the Mao era. Under current Chinese leader Xi
Jinping, state control over the economy is increasing, civil society is under
sustained attack, and the CCP is expanding its reach in unprecedented new
ways. As Xi declared in late 2017, "Government, military, society and schools,
north, south, east and west-the party is the leader of all."

But this trend is reinforced by a bottom-up revolt against Western ideas of
modernity, including political pluralism, the rule of law, and the free market
economy. Centered around a cast of nationalist intellectuals and activists who
have helped unleash a wave of populist enthusiasm for the Great Helmsman's
policies, China's New Red Guards not only will reshape our understanding of the
political forces driving contemporary China, it will also demonstrate how
ideologies can survive and prosper despite pervasive rumors of their demise.
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