
Chinese Films In Focus II: Exploring the Rich
Tapestry of Chinese Cinema

Chinese cinema has fascinated audiences worldwide with its diverse storytelling,
breathtaking visuals, and unique cultural perspective. From historical dramas to
captivating romances, Chinese films have made a significant mark in the global
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film industry. In this article, we delve into the world of Chinese cinema once again
to shed light on some remarkable movies that deserve your attention.

1. The Grandmaster
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Directed by Wong Kar-wai, "The Grandmaster" is a visually stunning martial arts
epic set in the 1930s and 1940s. This film explores the life of Ip Man, the
renowned martial artist who trained Bruce Lee. With its meticulous attention to
detail and awe-inspiring fight sequences, "The Grandmaster" showcases the
grace and beauty of Chinese martial arts. The stunning cinematography and
outstanding performances make this film a must-watch for any fan of the genre.

2. In the Mood for Love
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Directed by Wong Kar-wai, "In the Mood for Love" is a poetic exploration of love,
desire, and longing. Set in 1960s Hong Kong, the film follows two individuals,
played by Tony Leung and Maggie Cheung, who form a deep connection while
their respective spouses engage in an affair. With its exquisite cinematography,
evocative music, and nuanced performances, "In the Mood for Love" is a visually
stunning and emotionally resonant masterpiece.
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3. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon

Ang Lee's "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" is a martial arts epic that captivated
audiences worldwide upon its release. Set in ancient China, the film tells the story
of a stolen sword and the intertwined destinies of its various characters. With its
breathtaking action sequences, beautifully choreographed fights, and sweeping
cinematography, "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" showcases the artistic
brilliance of Chinese martial arts.
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4. Hero

Zhang Yimou's "Hero" is a visually stunning wuxia film known for its vibrant color
palette and intricate storytelling. Set during the Warring States period in ancient
China, the film follows a nameless protagonist played by Jet Li, who seeks to
assassinate the emperor. "Hero" boasts impressive martial arts sequences,
breathtaking visuals, and a thought-provoking narrative that explores themes of
sacrifice, loyalty, and political intrigue.
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5. Raise the Red Lantern

Directed by Zhang Yimou, "Raise the Red Lantern" is a visually stunning drama
set in 1920s China. The film follows the story of a young woman, played by Gong
Li, who becomes the fourth concubine of a wealthy man. As she navigates the
complexities of the household and the power dynamics among the concubines,
she discovers the dark secrets hidden behind closed doors. "Raise the Red
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Lantern" is a masterclass in filmmaking, featuring exceptional performances and
breathtaking cinematography.

Chinese cinema continues to fascinate and captivate audiences worldwide with
its rich tapestry of stories, visually stunning aesthetics, and profound cultural
insights. The films mentioned in this article are just a glimpse into the vast
collection of extraordinary Chinese movies that deserve recognition. So grab
some popcorn, immerse yourself in the world of Chinese cinema, and let these
incredible films transport you to a different time and place.
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Chinese cinema continues to go from strength to strength. After art-house hits like
Chen Kaige's Yellow Earth (1984) and Wong Kar-wai's In the Mood for
Love (2000),the Oscar-winning success of Ang Lee's Crouching Tiger Hidden
Dragon (2000) disproved the old myth that subtitled films could not succeed at
the multiplex. Chinese Films in Focus II updates and expands the
original Chinese Films in Focus: 25 New Takes with fourteen brand new essays,
to offer thirty-four fresh and insightful readings of key individual films. The new
edition addresses films from mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and other parts
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of the Chinese diaspora and the historical coverage ranges from the 1930s to the
present. 

The essays, by leading authorities on Chinese cinema as well as up-and-coming
scholars, are concise, accessible, rich, and on the cutting edge of current
research. Each contributor outlines existing writing and presents an original
perspective on the film, making this volume a rich resource for classroom use,
scholarly research and general reading for anyone wanting to understand more
about the historical development and rich variety of Chinese cinema.

Contributors: Annette Aw, Chris Berry, Yomi Braester, Felicia Chan, Esther
Cheung, Robert Chi, Rey Chow, Mary Farquhar, Carolyn FitzGerald, Ping Fu,
Kristine Harris, Margaret Hillenbrand, Brian Hu, Tan See Kam, Haiyan Lee,
Vivian Lee, Helen Hok-Sze Leung, David Leiwei Li, Song Hwee Lim, Kam
Louie, Fran Martin, Jason McGrath, Corrado Neri, Jonathan Noble, Beremoce
Reynaud, Cui Shuqin, Julian Stringer, Janice Tong, Yiman Wang, Faye Hui Xiao,
Gang Gary Xu, Audrey Yue, Yingjin Zhang, John Zou

The Editor:  Chris Berry is Professor of Film and Television at Goldsmiths,
University of London.
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