
Creation Ex Nihilo: Origins, Development, and
Contemporary Challenges

Have you ever wondered about the origins of the universe? How did everything
come into existence? These questions have intrigued humanity for centuries,
transcending philosophical and religious beliefs. One fascinating concept that
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attempts to shed light on our cosmic origins is the theory of "Creation Ex Nihilo,"
meaning creation out of nothing.

Origins of Creation Ex Nihilo

The idea of Creation Ex Nihilo has its roots in various ancient civilizations and
religious traditions. In the Hebrew Bible, the Book of Genesis describes God's act
of creating the universe out of nothingness. This concept, later adopted by
Christianity, became a fundamental belief, emphasizing God's power to create ex
nihilo. Similarly, ancient Greek philosophers, such as Parmenides and Plato,
pondered the idea of creation from nothing as they contemplated the nature of
existence.

Creation <i>ex nihilo</i>: Origins, Development,
Contemporary Challenges
by Markus Bockmuehl(Kindle Edition)

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1443 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 430 pages

Development of Creation Ex Nihilo

Throughout history, the concept of Creation Ex Nihilo evolved and drew diverse
interpretations. Early Christian theologians, notably St. Augustine and St. Thomas
Aquinas, incorporated this belief into their theological frameworks, emphasizing
God as the sole creator of the universe. The concept gained further prominence
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during the Scientific Revolution when natural philosophers sought to reconcile
scientific observations with religious teachings. This led to the formulation of the
cosmological argument, positing that the existence of the universe points towards
a divine creator.

Contemporary Challenges

In modern times, the idea of Creation Ex Nihilo has faced numerous challenges
from various disciplines, including philosophy, cosmology, and evolutionary
biology. The rise of scientific theories like the Big Bang and the theory of
evolution has prompted individuals to question traditional religious beliefs
regarding the origin of the universe and the development of life on Earth.

Cosmologists propose that the universe originated from a singularity, a state of
infinite density, during the Big Bang. While this scientific explanation accounts for
the origins of the physical universe, it raises questions about the metaphysical
aspects of creation and the existence of a divine creator. Moreover, evolutionary
biology offers a comprehensive explanation for the development of life on Earth
through natural selection and adaptation, challenging the traditional belief in a
special, unique creation of humans.

These challenges have sparked a discussion within religious communities and
scholars. Some have sought to reconcile scientific theories with religious
teachings, proposing that God utilized natural processes to bring about creation.
Others have interpreted religious texts allegorically, suggesting that they contain
symbolic rather than literal accounts of cosmic origins.

Inspiring a Dialogue

The concept of Creation Ex Nihilo continues to inspire a thought-provoking
dialogue between scientific theories, religious beliefs, and philosophical inquiries.



While it faces criticism and challenges, it remains a fundamental part of many
faith traditions, offering a profound understanding of the nature of existence and
humanity's place in the universe.

Regardless of one's personal beliefs, contemplating the origins of existence can
spark a sense of wonder and curiosity about the mysteries that surround us. It
encourages us to explore the vast realms of knowledge and inspires new
scientific and philosophical inquiries into the nature of reality.

The Search for Truth

, the concept of Creation Ex Nihilo encompasses millennia of human ponderings
about the origins and nature of the universe. From its early roots in ancient
civilizations to its development in religious and philosophical traditions, it
continues to provoke intellectual discussions in the face of modern scientific
advancements. Despite the challenges it faces, it remains an enduring concept
that encourages us to seek truth and understanding about the fundamental
questions of our existence.
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The phrase "creation ex nihilo" refers to the primarily Christian notion of God’s
creation of everything from nothing. Creation ex nihilo:Origins, Development,
Contemporary Challenges presents the findings of a joint research project at
Oxford University and the University of Notre Dame in 2014–2015. The doctrine
of creation ex nihilo has met with criticism and revisionary theories in recent years
from the worlds of science, theology, and philosophy. This volume concentrates
on several key areas: the relationship of the doctrine to its purported biblical
sources, how the doctrine emerged in the first several centuries of the Common
Era, why the doctrine came under heavy criticism in the modern era, how some
theologians have responded to the objections, and the relationship of the doctrine
to claims of modern science—for example, the fundamental law of physics that
matter cannot be created from nothing.

Although the Bible never expressly states that God made everything from
nothing, various texts are taken to imply that the universe came into existence by
divine command and was not assembled from preexisting matter or energy. The
contributors to this volume approach this topic from a range of perspectives, from
exposition to defense of the doctrine itself.

This is a unique and fascinating work whose aim is to present the reader with a
compelling set of arguments for why the doctrine should remain central to the
grammar of contemporary Christian theology. As such, the book will appeal to
theologians as well as those interested in the relationship between theology and
science.

Contributors: Gary A. Anderson, Markus Bockmuehl, Janet Soskice, Richard J.
Clifford, S.J., Sean M. McDonough, Gregory E. Sterling, Khaled Anatolios, John
C. Cavadini, Joseph Wawrykow, Tzvi Novick, Daniel Davies, Cyril O’Regan, Ruth



Jackson, David Bentley Hart, Adam D. Hincks, S.J., Andrew Pinsent, and Andrew
Davison.
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