
Cross Platform Localization For Native Mobile
Apps With Xamarin
Have you ever wondered how to make your mobile app accessible to users
around the world, regardless of their language and cultural preferences?
Localization is the key. Today, we will explore the concept of cross-platform
localization using Xamarin, a powerful development platform for building native
mobile apps.

What is Localization?

Localization is the process of adapting a mobile app to a particular language,
region, and culture. It involves translating the app's text, audio, images, and other
elements to suit the target audience. Through localization, you can provide an
immersive experience for users and increase your app's global reach and
acceptance.

The Importance of Cross Platform Localization

Developing separate localized versions of your app for Android and iOS can be a
time-consuming and costly endeavor. This is where cross-platform localization
using Xamarin comes to the rescue. Xamarin allows you to write code once and
deploy it across multiple platforms, saving valuable development time and effort.
With Xamarin, you can reach a wider audience by easily targeting both Android
and iOS devices.
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Getting Started with Xamarin

To begin with cross-platform localization using Xamarin, you need to set up your
development environment. First, download and install Visual Studio, Xamarin
Studio, or any other Xamarin-compatible IDE. Once installed, set up a new
Xamarin.Forms project and configure the necessary resources and platforms.

Step 1: Preparing Your App for Localization

Before you can start localizing your app, you need to prepare it for localization.
This involves properly separating the app's text and resources from the code.
Xamarin provides built-in localization support through the RESX file format.
Create a separate RESX file for each supported language, and make sure to
adjust the strings and resources accordingly.

Step 2: Creating Language-Specific Resource Files

Once your app is ready for localization, it's time to create language-specific
resource files. These files will contain the translated strings and resources for
each supported language. Xamarin supports resource files in the form of .resx,
.resw, or .resjson depending on the platform. Ensure that you maintain a
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consistent naming convention for all resource files to avoid confusion during the
localization process.

Step 3: Implementing Localization in Your App

Now comes the exciting part – implementing localization in your app. Xamarin
provides APIs and mechanisms to access and use the localized strings and
resources easily. Use the appropriate APIs and classes to fetch the translated
strings and update the UI elements dynamically. Remember to take into account
the language and cultural preferences of your users to deliver a localized
experience that feels natural and familiar to them.

Step 4: Testing and Fine-Tuning

After implementing localization in your app, it's crucial to thoroughly test it to
ensure everything is working as expected. Test your app on different devices, in
various languages, and with different cultural settings. Pay attention to layout
adjustments, date and time formatting, number formatting, and any other factors
that may affect the user experience. Fine-tune the localization as necessary to
provide the best possible experience for your users.

Step 5: Launching Your Localized App

Congratulations! Your app is now ready to be launched in multiple languages and
regions. Submit the localized versions of your app to the app stores, and market
them accordingly. Make sure to provide clear instructions to users on how to
switch between languages, and gather user feedback to continuously improve
your app's localization.

The Benefits of Cross Platform Localization with Xamarin

Cross-platform localization using Xamarin offers numerous benefits for mobile
app development. Let's explore a few of them:



Time and Cost Efficiency: Developing separate localized versions for each
platform is time-consuming and expensive. Xamarin allows you to write once
and deploy across multiple platforms, saving both time and money in the
localization process.

Code Reusability: With Xamarin, you can reuse a significant portion of your
codebase, reducing the effort required to maintain and update multiple
localized versions of your app. This ensures consistency and facilitates
future enhancements.

Wider Audience Reach: By targeting both Android and iOS platforms, you
can reach a larger audience and increase your app's global visibility and
market potential. This can result in higher downloads, user engagement, and
monetization opportunities.

Consistent User Experience: Providing a consistent user experience across
different platforms is essential for user retention and satisfaction. Xamarin
allows you to achieve this by delivering the same user interface and
functionality across Android and iOS.

Cross-platform localization using Xamarin allows you to make your native mobile
app accessible to users worldwide by providing language-specific versions
without significant code duplication. By following the steps outlined in this article,
you can ensure a smooth localization process and reap the benefits of reaching a
global audience. Start localizing your app today and unlock its true potential!
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Tailor your apps to appeal to a global market. Microsoft MVP Chris Miller steps
you through the process of enabling multiple language support, while using a
single shared set of language resources using the .NET Framework.
You will learn to adapt a simple mobile application for the Android, iOS, and
Windows platforms, and handle the localization and internationalization on each
platform. You will test the application for localization support and to avoid
common pitfalls. Using Xamarin Forms and Visual Studio, the app will be
implemented for Android, iOS, and Windows 10 UWP, and 99% of the code will
be shared across the platforms.
What You Will Learn:

What localization and internationalization are and why they matter

Support multiple languages on each platform

Handle cultural differences such as dates and currencies

Use tools such as Microsoft’s Multilingual App Toolkit to manage language
resources

Create a localized, cross-platform app with Android Studio, Xcode, Xamarin,
and Visual Studio tools
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Get help translating the text from the application

Who This Book Is For:
Mobile app developers currently writing native apps for Windows Phone, Android,
and iOS
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