
Cultural Anthropology For Clergies,
Evangelists, And Missionaries: Embracing
Diversity and Building Bridges
Are you a clergy member, an evangelist, or a missionary? As individuals devoted
to spreading the message of your faith, it is crucial to understand the diverse
cultures you encounter on your spiritual journey. Cultural anthropology provides
invaluable insights into the beliefs, practices, and customs of different societies,
enabling you to build bridges and foster a deeper connection with people across
the globe.

Anthropology, the study of human societies and cultures, has long been
recognized as a powerful tool in promoting cross-cultural understanding. By
delving into the field of cultural anthropology, clergy members, evangelists, and
missionaries can broaden their perspectives and develop a more nuanced
understanding of the communities they serve.

The Importance of Cultural Anthropology for Religious Leaders

Religious leaders play a vital role in shaping communities and guiding individuals
in their spiritual journeys. However, their interactions are not limited to just one
culture or society. In the modern world, clergies, evangelists, and missionaries
often find themselves at the forefront of global outreach, interacting with people
from diverse backgrounds. Cultural anthropology equips religious leaders with the
knowledge and tools necessary to navigate these encounters effectively.
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One of the key aspects of cultural anthropology is its emphasis on cultural
relativism. This principle encourages individuals to suspend judgment and
approach different cultures with an open mind. By embracing cultural relativism,
religious leaders can appreciate the value systems, traditions, and worldviews of
the communities they engage with. This empathy fosters mutual respect and
creates a solid foundation for meaningful dialogue and cooperation.

Understanding the Local Context

When clergy members, evangelists, or missionaries embark on their journey to
spread their faith in a foreign land, they are essentially stepping into a completely
different cultural context. Understanding this local context is crucial to effectively
communicate your message and connect with the population.

Cultural anthropology offers powerful tools to decode the intricate tapestry of a
society's traditions, norms, and customs. By studying cultural practices, religious
beliefs, and social structures, religious leaders can uncover the underlying values
that shape people's lives. This knowledge allows for more targeted and respectful
approaches to missionary work, fostering trust and building rapport with
communities.
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Building Bridges and Overcoming Cultural Barriers

As religious leaders, the ultimate goal is to build bridges between people of
different cultures and facilitate a deeper understanding of faith. Cultural
anthropology plays a crucial role in achieving this objective by breaking down
cultural barriers and shedding light on shared human experiences.

Anthropology teaches us to appreciate diversity and challenge our assumptions.
By immersing ourselves in the study of cultural practices, religious rituals, and
belief systems, we start to understand the underlying principles that unite
humanity. This understanding allows religious leaders to identify common ground,
facilitate intercultural dialogue, and promote harmonious relationships.

Moreover, cultural anthropology equips religious leaders with the tools to
communicate their message effectively. By understanding the cultural nuances,
religious leaders can tailor their approach and vocabulary to resonate with the
local population. This nuanced communication style ensures that the core
principles of the faith are conveyed in a manner that is relatable and meaningful
to the receiving culture.

Cultural anthropology provides an essential framework for clergies, evangelists,
and missionaries to engage effectively with diverse cultures and communities. By
adopting cultural relativism and immersing themselves in the study of cultural
practices, religious leaders can build bridges, embrace diversity, and foster
meaningful connections.

As you embark on your journey as a clergy member, evangelist, or missionary,
consider the powerful benefits that cultural anthropology can bring to your work.
Embrace the rich diversity of the human experience and let cultural anthropology
guide you in creating a more inclusive and understanding world.
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I am thrilled to write the forward of this book Cultural Anthropology for Clergies,
Evangelist and Missionaries by Pastor Ngong Bertrand F. I have known him for
close to eight years and took interest in him for his intellectual prowess and his
ability to blend social life with the gospel in a most interesting holistic fashion. He
is pregnant with lots of hooks as best lured to sail through with the gospel of first
importance. Bertrand is the type we yearn for in the 21st century, coming from a
multifaceted background to ease the preaching of the gospel in a more palatable
manner welcoming to any community.
The book you are holding in your hand is one of the most relevant pieces we
need at this time of a growing technology which of course seems to be no match
with the alarming rate of growth in the church and the “man of God” syndrome.
This book is a pathway, not only to something greater and better, it is most
contextually relevant and sociologically beckoning. It brings to the limelight tools
we all need in order to relevantly, socially, mutually, etc. deal with man in order to
cause man to know the important thing in a man‟s life as concerns the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
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The book is written in simple language, with sources not unhappy to embrace.
Far beyond that, the book touches on issues common to our society today as a
means to an end. For example, the socio-economic and technological
advancement seems to be the bulwark of the day, how the society is stratified,
the roles played and the status of every community. All matters you must know as
a missionary/Christian in order to be contextually relevant while remaining
biblically sound.
The book exposes some intensive research on some Cameroonian cultures, with
thought-provoking expositions on cultures in an effort to guide the reader,
evangelist, missionary, pastor, etc. in the choice he/she should make in terms of
going to where to preach the gospel. The author makes a clear view of the part
anthropology plays in missions‟ work put down in a clear fifteen chapters in no-
nonsense eloquent research findings so tasteful to every reader. You will not be
left indifferent after reading this book. It paints an absolute picture of what it takes
to do effective missions. In the authors‟ own words, “The relationship between
anthropologist and missionaries must be examined carefully in order to be
explained prudently in such a way that African evangelist will understand every
succinct detail that makes up such a vital ministerial construct. Frequently,
missionaries do not know how to bridge the contradictions between the morals
that they preach and what they practice, but let‟s make a difference”. Yes, making
the difference indeed in order to curb if not eradicate the incessant heart breaks
most often because we did not under the anthropological environment as such,
we become irrelevant in our approach to missionary work.
Therefore, this is not just another book, this is the author‟s masterpiece which is
a MUST READ, written to enable effective ministry, know the people their culture,
their environment, I can testify without any distraction that I am positively
impacted by this book that has seriously thrown deep lights into my views on
cross-cultural missions and convinced me more that we need to be culturally
relevant and biblically sound for effective missions. Read it, buy more copies, and



share it with some missionaries you know so that we may preach the hope of the
gospel to a dying world.
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