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Korean Studies of the Henry, an academic research organization, has recently
conducted an in-depth analysis of the cultural nationalism movement in colonial
Korea from 1920 to 1925. This period was characterized by intense struggles
against Japanese colonial rule and marked a significant turning point in Korean
history. The findings of this study shed light on the importance of cultural
nationalism in shaping Korea's national identity and resistance against foreign
domination.

The Historical Context

At the beginning of the 20th century, Korea was under Japanese rule, having lost
its sovereignty in 1910. The people of Korea faced severe oppression, cultural
suppression, and economic exploitation. During this tumultuous period, various
resistance movements emerged, seeking to preserve Korean culture and identity
in the face of Japanese domination.

The years between 1920 and 1925 witnessed a surge in cultural nationalism, as
educated Korean elites sought to revive the nation's spirit through the promotion
of traditional Korean values, language, and history. This movement played a
crucial role in instilling a sense of national pride and unity among the Korean
populace, strengthening their resistance against colonial rule.
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The Role of Cultural Nationalism

Cultural nationalism in colonial Korea was not merely a response to external
oppression but also a means to reinforce Korean identity within society. The
Korean Studies of the Henry research highlights the multifaceted role cultural
nationalism played during this period:

1. Cultural Preservation

Korean intellectuals and artists actively engaged in efforts to protect and revive
their traditional cultural heritage. This included the preservation of ancient Korean
texts, promotion of Korean language usage, revival of traditional art forms such
as music, dance, and theater, and the establishment of cultural organizations to
promote Korean culture.

2. National Consciousness

The cultural nationalism movement aimed to foster a sense of national
consciousness among Koreans. By emphasizing their distinct cultural traditions
and historical achievements, this movement sought to unite Koreans from all
walks of life and inspire them to fight for independence.
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3. Resistance Against Assimilation

Japan attempted to assimilate Koreans into the Japanese culture, eradicating
their customs and traditions. Cultural nationalists fiercely resisted this
assimilation, promoting the uniqueness of Korean identity and countering
Japanese efforts to impose their own culture on the colonized Koreans. This
resistance was not limited to cultural practices but also manifested in political
activism and intellectual discourse.

The Legacy of Cultural Nationalism

The period between 1920 and 1925 marked a critical phase in the development
and consolidation of cultural nationalism in Korea. The efforts of cultural
nationalists laid the foundation for future movements that would eventually lead to
Korea's independence in 1945.

Many key players in the cultural nationalism movement went on to become
prominent leaders in the fight for liberation. Their commitment to preserving
Korean culture and identity, coupled with a growing national consciousness,
inspired generations of Koreans to resist colonial rule and strive for a free Korea.

The Significance Today

The research conducted by Korean Studies of the Henry provides valuable
insights into the historical struggle against colonial oppression and the power of
cultural nationalism. Today, as Korea prospers as a nation, it is important to
remember the sacrifices made by those who fought to preserve Korean culture
and identity.

The findings of this study emphasize the enduring importance of cultural heritage
and national identity in shaping a nation's character and resilience. By



recognizing and embracing their cultural roots, societies can foster unity and
strength, even in the face of adversity.

The cultural nationalism movement in colonial Korea from 1920 to 1925 played a
pivotal role in preserving Korean culture, promoting national consciousness, and
resisting Japanese assimilation. The research conducted by Korean Studies of
the Henry highlights the significance of this period in shaping Korea's national
identity and inspiring future generations to fight for independence.

The legacy of cultural nationalism continues to resonate in modern-day Korea,
reminding us of the enduring power of cultural heritage in shaping national
character and unity. It serves as a testament to the strength and resilience of a
people determined to preserve their identity and overcome oppression.
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By studying the early splits within Korean nationalism, Michael Robinson shows
that the issues faced by Korean nationalists during the Japanese colonial period
were complex and enduring. In doing so, Robinson, in this classic text, provides a
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new context with which to analyze the difficult issues of political identity and
national unity that remain central to contemporary Korean politics.
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