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As the world faces an imminent ecological crisis, it has become more essential

than ever to preserve and curate the beauty of the natural world for future
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generations. Curating, in this context, takes on a new meaning as it becomes a
tool to raise awareness, educate, and inspire action towards the conservation and
restoration of our fragile ecosystems. In this article, we will explore the role of
curating in times of ecological crisis and how it can contribute to a sustainable

future.

The Power of Curating

Curating has traditionally been associated with art exhibitions or museum
displays, but its potential extends far beyond those realms. Curating can be seen
as a way of carefully selecting and organizing various elements to create a
meaningful and impactful experience. In the face of ecological crisis, curating can
be used as a medium to highlight the beauty, diversity, and interconnectedness of

the natural world, emphasizing the urgent need for conservation efforts.
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Through thoughtfully curated exhibitions, installations, or online platforms,
curators have the power to captivate audiences and spark conversations about
environmental issues. They can showcase the fragility of ecosystems, the impact

of human activities on our planet, and the potential solutions that can lead us
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towards a sustainable future. Curating becomes a platform for raising awareness

and engaging people from all walks of life in the urgent need for action.

Curating for Education and Empowerment

In the time of an ecological crisis, education is key. By curating exhibitions or
creating digital platforms that provide in-depth and accessible information,
curators can contribute to the dissemination of knowledge about environmental
challenges. Such curated experiences can help bridge the gap between scientific
research and the general public, making complex concepts and issues more

relatable and understandable.

Through interactive exhibits, virtual reality experiences, or multimedia
installations, curators can empower visitors to take action in their own lives. They
can inspire individuals to make sustainable choices, support conservation
organizations, or even pursue careers in the environmental field. By curating
engaging and educational experiences that touch people's hearts and minds,

curators become catalysts for change.

Curating for Conservation and Restoration

Curating in the time of an ecological crisis is not just about showcasing the
problems; it is also about highlighting the solutions and the ongoing efforts in
conservation and restoration. Curators can collaborate with scientists,
researchers, and environmental organizations to curate exhibitions that showcase
successful conservation projects, sustainable practices, and innovative

technologies that address the ecological challenges we face.

Through curating, we can celebrate the stories of resilience, hope, and positive
change happening across the globe. By showcasing these examples, curators

can inspire and encourage others to participate in conservation efforts and make



a difference in their own communities. Curating becomes a powerful tool for

fostering a sense of collective responsibility and action.

Curating in the time of an ecological crisis is not just about displaying beautiful
pieces of art or artifacts; it is about curating experiences that educate, inspire,
and empower individuals to become active contributors to a sustainable future.
By highlighting the beauty and interconnectedness of the natural world, curators
can raise awareness about the urgent need for conservation and restoration

efforts.

Through carefully curated exhibitions, installations, or digital platforms, curating
can bridge the gap between scientific research and the general public, making
complex environmental issues more relatable and actionable. By showcasing
both the challenges and the solutions, curating becomes a powerful tool in
inspiring positive change and fostering a sense of collective responsibility towards

the ecological crisis we face.
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Curating in a Time of Ecological Crisis reaffirms the relevance and impactful role
of art, revealing how contemporary art exhibitions can capture the zeitgeist and
advance new and collaborative approaches to a more sustainable inhabitation of
Earth.

The book is largely focused on biennales, which it argues are the contemporary
exhibition models with the greatest capacity to offer new perspectives and
propose alternative ways of connecting with our social and natural environments.
Felicity Fenner demonstrates this by showing how curators of these high-profile
exhibitions are responding in creative and engaging ways to the issues that
preoccupy artists and society more broadly, of which the ecological crisis is
paramount. Drawing on case studies from different parts of the world, the author
reveals how biennales can make a constructive contribution to debates and
attitudes around climate change, and how the role of the curator has evolved to

re-embrace a duty of care not just to art but to the natural world as well.

Curating in a Time of Ecological Crisis investigates how large-scale exhibitions of
contemporary international art can become agents of change. As such, the book
will be essential reading for scholars, students, and practitioners with an interest

in exhibitions, curating, contemporary art, and environmental sustainability.
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