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December 7, 1941, a day that will forever live in infamy, marked the devastating
attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese Empire. This surprise military strike on
the United States naval base in Hawaii changed the course of history and
propelled the United States into World War II.

The Prelude to the Attack
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Tensions between the United States and Japan had been escalating for years,
primarily due to Japan's aggressive expansion in Asia. The attack on Pearl
Harbor was part of a larger strategy by Japan to neutralize the United States as a
threat to its imperial ambitions in the Pacific.
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The Japanese had meticulously planned the attack, taking advantage of
America's perceived vulnerability. Early on the morning of December 7th, a fleet
of Japanese aircraft carriers launched a massive air assault on Pearl Harbor.

The Attack Unfolds

At approximately 7:55 am, the first wave of Japanese planes descended upon
Pearl Harbor. The American soldiers stationed at the base were caught off guard,
their defenses unprepared. The Japanese bombers unleashed a barrage of
bombs, torpedoes, and machine-gun fire on the unsuspecting naval fleet.

The attack was swift and brutal, resulting in the destruction of numerous
battleships, cruisers, and aircraft. The USS Arizona, one of the most heavily
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damaged ships, suffered a catastrophic explosion, taking the lives of 1,177 crew
members.

Naval Historical Center

Amidst the chaos, heroism emerged. Countless stories of bravery and sacrifice
painted the tragic canvas of Pearl Harbor. Men and women risked their lives to
save their comrades and minimize the loss of life.

Aftermath and Implications

The attack on Pearl Harbor plunged the United States into war. In an address to
Congress the following day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared December
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7th, 1941, as "a date which will live in infamy." The United States swiftly
retaliated, formally entering World War II and joining allied forces against the Axis
powers.

Internationally, the attack on Pearl Harbor shocked and stunned the world. It
changed global alliances and thrust the United States into a significant leadership
role. The aftermath of the attack saw a remarkable industrial and military
mobilization, which ultimately played a decisive role in the Allied victory.

The Legacy of Pearl Harbor

Pearl Harbor remains a symbol of resilience and a solemn reminder of the human
cost of war. The attack changed America's perception of its place in the world and
solidified its commitment to defending democracy and freedom.

Today, the Pearl Harbor National Memorial stands as a testament to the fallen
and as a beacon of hope for global peace. Visitors can pay their respects, learn
about the events of that fateful day, and deepen their understanding of the
sacrifices made by those who came before us.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a turning point in world history. It shook the
United States to its core but also galvanized a nation to rise and meet the
challenges of war. Remembering the events of that day reminds us of the
resilience of the human spirit and the importance of learning from our past as we
shape a better future.
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A minute-by-minute account of the morning that brought America into World War
II, by the New York Times–bestselling authors of At Dawn We Slept.

When dawn broke over Hawaii on December 7, 1941, no one suspected that
America was only minutes from war. By nightfall, the naval base at Pearl Harbor
was a smoldering ruin, and over 2,000 Americans lay dead. December 7, 1941
gives a detailed and immersive real-time account of that fateful morning.

In or out of uniform, every witness responded differently when the first Japanese
bombs began to fall. A chaplain fled his post and spent a week in hiding, while
mess hall workers seized a machine gun and began returning fire. Some officers
were taken unawares, while others responded valiantly, rallying their men to fight
back and in some cases sacrificing their lives. Built around eyewitness accounts,
this book provides an unprecedented glimpse of how it felt to be at Pearl Harbor
on the day that would live in infamy.
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