
Deconstructing Pakistan Framework Of
People History

The history of Pakistan is a fascinating tale of diverse cultures, civilizations, and
people who have shaped this nation's identity throughout centuries.
Deconstructing this historical framework unveils a rich tapestry of events,
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struggles, and triumphs that have contributed to the development and evolution of
Pakistan.

Understanding Pakistan's Historical Beginnings

Pakistan's roots can be traced back to ancient times when the region was part of
the great Indus Valley Civilization. The archaeological sites of Mohenjo-daro and
Harappa are testament to the advanced urban planning and societal structure of
this civilization, providing a glimpse into the lives of the people who lived there
thousands of years ago.
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Over the centuries, various empires and dynasties ruled the region, leaving
behind their marks on the land. From the Mauryans to the Gupta Empire, the
Mughals to the British Raj, each era introduced new dimensions to the cultural,
social, and political fabric of the land that would become Pakistan.

The Struggle for Independence
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The 20th century witnessed the fervor for independence sweeping across the
Indian subcontinent. The demand for a separate state for Muslims within a united
India laid the foundation for the creation of Pakistan. Led by visionary leaders
such as Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the All India Muslim League championed the
cause of the Muslims, ultimately resulting in the establishment of a new nation on
August 14, 1947.

The partition of India and the birth of Pakistan were accompanied by
unimaginable bloodshed and mass migrations. Millions of people were displaced,
and communal violence erupted between Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. This dark
chapter in Pakistan's history forever changed the lives of countless individuals
and left lasting scars on the nation's collective psyche.

Nation-Building and Challenges

The nascent nation of Pakistan faced numerous challenges in the aftermath of
independence. Building a new state from scratch, consolidating diverse
provinces, and effectively governing a culturally and ethnically diverse population
posed significant hurdles.

Economic development, political stability, and social cohesion became critical
objectives for Pakistan. The country made strides in education, infrastructure, and
industrialization, but also faced political upheavals, military coups, and regional
conflicts that tested its resilience.

Despite the challenges, Pakistan persevered. It emerged as a nuclear power,
achieved relative stability, and made notable contributions to various fields,
including science, arts, and sports. The people of Pakistan continued to strive for
progress and worked towards a more inclusive and prosperous society.

Embracing Cultural Diversity



Pakistan is a mosaic of diverse cultures, languages, and traditions. From the
colorful festivals of Punjab to the mystical Sufi traditions of Sindh, the nation
embraces a rich tapestry of cultural heritage.

Art, music, and literature have flourished in Pakistan, showcasing the immense
talent and creativity of its people. Renowned artists like Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan,
Faiz Ahmed Faiz, and Abdul Sattar Edhi have left an indelible mark on their
respective fields, both within Pakistan and internationally.

Challenges for the Future

Pakistan faces several challenges as it moves forward in the 21st century. From
issues of governance and corruption to economic disparities and regional
conflicts, the road ahead is not without obstacles.

However, the strength and resilience of the Pakistani people are evident. They
have weathered many storms in the past and continue to strive for a better future.
A younger generation of educated and forward-thinking individuals is taking the
lead in shaping Pakistan's destiny, working towards a more inclusive and
progressive society.

The Ever-Evolving Story

The history of Pakistan is a story that continues to unfold with each passing day.
The struggles of the past and the dreams for the future interweave, creating a
narrative that is still being written.

As we deconstruct Pakistan's historical framework, we gain a deeper
understanding of the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the nation.
Through this exploration, we also recognize the importance of preserving and



cherishing our shared heritage, for it is through our history that we find our
collective identity.

From the ancient Indus Valley Civilization to the struggles for independence, to
the challenges of nation-building and embracing cultural diversity, Pakistan's story
is one of resilience, diversity, and an unwavering spirit to overcome adversity.

So, let us embark on this journey of deconstructing Pakistan's historical tapestry
and celebrate the rich tapestry of its people history. Together, we can discover the
true essence of Pakistan.
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What happens when a nationalist discourse falls apart? When major events after
the creation of a country are explained only in terms of conspiracy because the
nationalist discourse would be challenged? Does it mean the entire narrative of
creating a country is flawed? In the last decade of his life, the official historian of
Pakistan turned against all his writings he had earlier authored as the official
view, and began to write people’s history of Pakistan. The official view regards
the ‘two-nation theory’ as reason for the creation of Pakistan. It implies that as a
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narrative center Hindus and Muslims were always two nations, hence, Pakistan’s
creation was natural, predestined. From French philosophical standpoint,
'deconstruction,' the historian’s turnaround can be viewed as a rupture in the
history writing project of Pakistan’s nationalist discourse, creating a new narrative
at a different center of people’s experiences. Two-nation theory becomes a
subplot in this new narrative. It only explains the constitutional history of creation
of Pakistan. The reason for the historian’s turnaround is the reality of downward
spiral in Pakistan, and personally the neglect he suffered in Pakistan as a
government employee. After this rupture, a displacement of central idea of history
written around the two-nation theory has occurred, placing people’s experience at
the center. The historian’s effort is significant but the new center created does not
address many contours of Pakistan’s political landscape, including the recent rise
in militancy. A new attempt must be made to locate another center which provides
continuity of events from 1857 till 2013 elections.

The war of 1857 caused a reorder of Muslim society, with traditional and modern
elements emerging. This division is manifest today in two distinct educational
streams in Pakistan. Always at the margins of society, eventually, the traditional
consciousness emerged as a prominent force in society. This was due to the
state incorporating traditional structures, and they becoming linked with the war
economy of the Afghan conflicts. Rather than traditional elements integrating into
modern consciousness, in Pakistan these two consciousnesses are developing a
parallel trajectory, interacting with each other often violently. By tracing a
trajectory of modern and traditional consciousness in Pakistan, this work explains
many current events in Pakistan, and gives an understanding of structures which
are shaping events.

Both Indian and Pakistani governments have failed their own people, becoming
states in which elites extract resources. Words like ‘progress’, ‘development’,



‘jihad’ mean opposite of what they were supposed to mean. In India, this has
caused violence to emerge in its central regions. In Pakistan the state itself has
given rise to militant organizations that started ‘jihad’ in Afghanistan, extended it
in Kashmir against India and now target minorities, or those who differ from their
ideology, within Pakistan. At a deeper level, the issue is imagination of a new
nation-state, since both Pakistan and India are products of a devolving empire
with a gaping wound of Kashmir which inflected their imagination. Successive
years of military rule have changed the imagination of Pakistan. In its initial
imagination, Pakistan was thought as an inheritor of the great Gandhara
civilization, which had social welfare as its guiding principle. It is now viewed
more from a religious sense, history before the arrival of first Muslims is not even
taught in schools. In 2008, Pakistan’s silent majority rose and defeated a dictator
who was manipulating the judiciary to bend to his will and prolong his rule.
People’s power representing modern consciousness is gradually rising in
Pakistan. Elections in 2013 mark another shift towards ascendancy of modern
consciousness as feudal hold on Pakistan’s politics is eclipsed with the
emergence of two urban based all-Pakistan parties.
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