
Devilish Indians And Puritan Fantasies: The
American Social Experience 19

The 19th century in America was a time of great social and cultural
transformation. As the young nation expanded its territories and encountered
various indigenous tribes, it gave rise to a clash between the Devilish Indians, as
they were often portrayed, and the Puritan Fantasies harbored by the early
settlers.

The Romanticized Vision of Native Americans

Long before the arrival of Europeans in North America, Native American tribes
inhabited the land, each with its own distinct culture, practices, and beliefs.
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However, as Europeans settled and began establishing their colonies, they
brought with them their preconceived notions and stereotypes of the indigenous
people they encountered.
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In the 19th century, with the Romantic movement gaining momentum, a
romanticized vision of Native Americans emerged, heavily influenced by works of
literature and art. Native Americans, in this idealized image, were seen as noble
savages - mysterious, untamed, and living in harmony with nature.

This portrayal was fueled by the fascination with the romanticized notion of the
"noble savage" character that often appeared in various novels, poems, and
paintings of the time. Writers like James Fenimore Cooper and Henry David
Thoreau depicted Native Americans as heroic figures, embodying freedom and
closeness with nature in contrast to the perceived constraints of the rapidly
industrializing society.
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Unsurprisingly, this romanticized view excluded the true complexities of
indigenous cultures, their diverse traditions, and their long-standing civilizations. It
perpetuated a one-dimensional perspective, although well-intended, which
ultimately contributed to the lack of understanding and the marginalization of
Native Americans.

The Clash of Cultures

The clash between the Devilish Indians and Puritan Fantasies became more
pronounced as settlements expanded further westward. The expansion of the
United States into lands inhabited by Native American tribes led to numerous
conflicts, displacements, and forced assimilation attempts. The dominant Puritan
culture, driven by its own religious convictions, sought to suppress and control the
indigenous peoples' practices, beliefs, and way of life.

The Puritan Fantasies were deeply rooted in their desire to shape a society
according to their own strict moral and religious codes, which often clashed with
the way of life of the indigenous communities. The Puritans sought to "civilize" the
Native Americans and convert them to Christianity, believing their own way to be
superior.

These ideals led to clashes, sometimes violent, between the two cultures. The
Puritans saw the Native Americans as heathens, devil-worshipers, and a threat to
their own religious and social order. They labeled native rituals, beliefs, and
customs as "devilish" or "savage."

On the other hand, indigenous tribes resisted the intrusion on their lands, their
way of life, and their spiritual beliefs. They defended their cultural identity, their
connection to the land, and their sovereignty, leading to conflicts that shaped the
history of America in this tumultuous era.



The Complex Reality and Contemporary Reflections

While the clash between the Devilish Indians and Puritan Fantasies dominated
the narrative of the 19th-century American social experience, it is crucial to
recognize the complexity and diversity of both Native American cultures and
Puritan communities.

Native Americans were not a monolithic group nor were the Puritans who settled
in America universally intolerant. Numerous Native American tribes coexisted and
interacted differently with European settlers, some even forming alliances, trading
agreements, and adapting to the changing circumstances. Similarly, diverse
interpretations of Christianity within the Puritan communities allowed for varying
degrees of acceptance and interaction with indigenous cultures.

Today, the historic clash of cultures remains relevant and continues to shape the
American social experience. The marginalized position of Native Americans, the
struggles for recognition, land rights, and cultural preservation, remain ongoing
issues. On the other hand, the legacy of the Puritan Fantasies can still be
observed in the societal norms, values, and religious landscape of the United
States.

The clash between Devilish Indians and Puritan Fantasies during the 19th
century in America was a complex and multifaceted phenomenon. It was a clash
between two different worldviews, fueled by stereotypes, misunderstandings, and
conflicting interpretations of culture, religion, and land ownership.

By acknowledging the historical context and the nuances of this clash, we can
better understand the long-lasting impact it had on Native American communities
and the broader American social experience. Reflecting on this forgotten chapter



can also guide us towards a more inclusive and compassionate future, where
diverse cultures and beliefs are celebrated rather than condemned.
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A landmark contribution to women's history that sheds new light on the Salem
witch trials and one of its most crucial participants, Tituba of The Crucible

In this important book, Elaine Breslaw claims to have rediscovered Tituba, the
elusive, mysterious, and often mythologized Indian woman accused of witchcraft
in Salem in 1692 and immortalized in Arthur Miller's The Crucible.

Reconstructing the life of the slave woman at the center of the notorious Salem
witch trials, the book follows Tituba from her likely origins in South America to
Barbados, forcefully dispelling the commonly-held belief that Tituba was African.
The uniquely multicultural nature of life on a seventeenth-century Barbadan sugar
plantation—defined by a mixture of English, American Indian, and African ways
and folklore—indelibly shaped the young Tituba's world and the mental images
she brought with her to Massachusetts.
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Breslaw divides Tituba’s story into two parts. The first focuses on Tituba's roots in
Barbados, the second on her life in the New World. The author emphasizes the
inextricably linked worlds of the Caribbean and the North American colonies,
illustrating how the Puritan worldview was influenced by its perception of
possessed Indians. Breslaw argues that Tituba’s confession to practicing
witchcraft clearly reveals her savvy and determined efforts to protect herself by
actively manipulating Puritan fears. This confession, perceived as evidence of a
diabolical conspiracy, was the central agent in the cataclysmic series of events
that saw 19 people executed and over 150 imprisoned, including a young girl of
5.

A landmark contribution to women's history and early American history, Tituba,
Reluctant Witch of Salem sheds new light on one of the most painful episodes in
American history, through the eyes of its most crucial participant.
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