
Discover the Hidden Gems of Shahjahanabad:
The Living City of Old Delhi

Shahjahanabad, also known as Old Delhi, is a place that exudes the essence of
Mughal grandeur and the vibrant diversity of Indian culture. With its narrow
winding lanes, magnificent historical architecture, bustling bazaars, and
delectable street food, this living city invites you to embark on a journey of
discovery and enchantment.

The Rich History of Shahjahanabad

Shahjahanabad was established in 1639 by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan as
the capital of the Mughal Empire. It served as the seat of power for the next 200
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years and witnessed significant historical events, shaping the destiny of the
nation.
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The iconic Red Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, stands proudly in the heart
of Shahjahanabad. It is a magnificent architectural marvel that showcases the
opulence and grandeur of the Mughal era. This sprawling fortress, with its
intricate carvings and impressive gateways, was the residence of Mughal
emperors and also served as a symbol of their authority.

Exploring the Enchanting Streets and Bazaars

As you wander through the narrow lanes of Shahjahanabad, you will be
transported back in time. The streets are lined with charming havelis (mansions)
and old-world shops, offering a wide array of handicrafts, textiles, and spices.

One of the most renowned bazaars in Shahjahanabad is Chandni Chowk. It is an
embodiment of the city's vibrant energy, bustling with shops selling everything
from jewelry and clothes to electronic goods and mouth-watering street food. The
aroma of kebabs, jalebis, and parathas fills the air, tempting visitors to indulge in
the culinary delights of the city.
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Immerse Yourself in the Diverse Culture

Shahjahanabad is a melting pot of different cultures, traditions, and religions. The
Jama Masjid, one of the largest mosques in India, stands as a testament to the
city's religious diversity. Its stunning architecture leaves visitors in awe, and the
call to prayer evokes a sense of spirituality.

The harmonious coexistence of different communities is also evident in the
numerous temples, gurudwaras, and churches scattered throughout the city.
From the serene Shri Digambar Jain Lal Mandir to the sacred St. James' Church,
each place of worship tells a unique story and adds to the cultural tapestry of
Shahjahanabad.

Preserving the Heritage

Efforts are underway to preserve the rich heritage of Shahjahanabad. The
restoration and conservation of historical landmarks, such as the Haveli
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Dharampura and the Anglo-Arabic Senior Secondary School, are a testament to
the city's commitment to honoring its past.

Walk into Haveli Dharampura, a 200-year-old mansion, and you will be
transported to a bygone era. This restored haveli showcases the architectural
brilliance of the Mughal period, with its intricately designed courtyards and
elegant rooms. It offers a glimpse into the luxurious lifestyle of the past.

Shahjahanabad, the living city of Old Delhi, is a treasure trove of history, culture,
and culinary delights. Exploring its streets, bazaars, and historical landmarks is
like stepping into a different world, where the past blends seamlessly with the
present. Whether you are a history enthusiast, a food lover, or simply someone
seeking an immersive cultural experience, Shahjahanabad has something to offer
to everyone.
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Start Your Journey to Shahjahanabad Today

Book your trip to Delhi now and embark on a captivating journey through the
living city of Shahjahanabad. Discover the hidden gems, experience the vibrant
culture, and create memories that will last a lifetime.
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What is today the overcrowded, neglected city of Old Delhi was once the
magnificent capital of the Mughal Empire. At its heart was the spectacular Qila-e-
Mubarak, now known as the Red Fort. Commissioned by Emperor Shah Jahan in
1639, the beautiful city of Shahjahanabad was built around the spectacular Qila-
e-Mubarak (Red Fort),on the banks of the Yamuna. Almost a decade later, in
1648, Shah Jahan entered through the river gate and celebrated the completion
of this 'paradise on earth' filled with gardens, palaces, water bodies, mosques
and temples. About two hundred years later, the last Mughal emperor, Bahadur
Shah Zafar, left the fort by the same gate after the failed Mutiny against the
British in 1857. Subsequently, both the fort and the city fared badly, as they faced
the wrath of the British.The final instalment in Rana Safvi's informative, illustrated
series of books on Delhi, Shahjahanabad: The Living City of Old Delhi describes
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the magnificence of the fort and the city through its buildings that are a living
monument to the grandeur and strife of the past.
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