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Vanessa Brantley Newton is a talented artist, illustrator, and author who has
created a vibrant and inclusive world through her work. With a passion for
diversity, empowerment, and creativity, she has become a beloved figure in the
children's book industry. Through her unique storytelling and colorful illustrations,
Brantley Newton has inspired countless readers to embrace their individuality and
celebrate diversity. In this article, we will delve into her inspiring journey and
explore the impact she has had on young minds.

The Early Years

Born and raised in East Orange, New Jersey, Brantley Newton discovered her
love for art at a young age. Growing up in a family of musicians, dancers, and
artists, she was surrounded by creativity from the very start. As a child, she found
solace and joy in expressing herself through drawing and painting. Brantley
Newton's unique perspective on the world and her ability to capture emotions on
paper set the foundation for her future artistic endeavors.

After completing her studies at the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan, Brantley
Newton embarked on a career in animation. Her creative flair and skillful
storytelling landed her opportunities to work on popular children's shows,
including Bob the Builder and Team Umizoomi. Yet, Brantley Newton yearned for
a medium through which she could directly impact young lives.
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The Birth of Just Like Me

In 2008, Brantley Newton released her first picture book, Just Like Me. This
heartwarming and visually stunning book celebrates diversity and encourages
children to embrace their unique qualities. Through vibrant illustrations and
enchanting storytelling, Brantley Newton introduces readers to a variety of
characters from different backgrounds, each with their own dreams, talents, and
challenges.

The book resonated with children and parents alike, with its empowering
message and relatable characters. It became a beloved tool for promoting self-
acceptance, empathy, and understanding. Brantley Newton's charming
illustrations, filled with bright colors and diverse representation, provide a visual
feast that captures the attention and imagination of young readers.

Expanding the Just Like Me Universe

Encouraged by the success of her debut book, Brantley Newton continued to
build the Just Like Me universe through subsequent releases. Each book delves
into unique themes and features a diverse cast of characters that young readers
can connect with. From stories about friendship, compassion, and resilience to
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books celebrating cultural heritage and overcoming adversity, Brantley Newton
addresses important topics in a relatable and engaging manner.

Brantley Newton's ability to weave important life lessons into her stories without
compromising on entertainment value is what sets her apart. Whether it's through
a whimsical adventure or a heartwarming everyday situation, her books provide
young readers with valuable insights and inspire them to be confident,
compassionate, and inclusive.

The Impact

Brantley Newton's work has touched the hearts of children worldwide and has
been recognized and celebrated by various prestigious organizations. Her books
have received numerous awards, including the Coretta Scott King Illustrator
Honor award and the NAACP Image Award. Through her illustrations and stories,
Brantley Newton has become an influential advocate for diversity and
representation in children's literature.

Just Like Me books are more than just entertaining stories; they serve as
powerful tools that spark dialogue and promote inclusivity. These books are a
refreshing breath of fresh air for children who seldom see their experiences and
identities reflected in mainstream media. Brantley Newton's dedication to
representing diverse voices helps foster a sense of belonging and self-worth in
young readers, encouraging them to embrace their unique backgrounds and
celebrate the differences in others.

The Legacy Continues

Vanessa Brantley Newton's impact as an artist and author extends beyond her
books. She regularly visits schools, libraries, and book festivals, captivating
audiences with her energetic storytelling and interactive art workshops. Through



these appearances, she strives to encourage children to express themselves
creatively and awaken their own artistic potential.

Looking ahead, Brantley Newton continues to create and inspire. Her upcoming
projects promise to bring even more diverse stories and characters to life,
empowering young readers to embrace their own identities and appreciate the
beauty of the world around them.

Just Like Me Vanessa Brantley Newton encapsulates the power of storytelling,
diversity, and empowerment. Through her captivating illustrations and heartfelt
narratives, she has created a world where all children can see themselves and be
celebrated. Her work serves as a powerful catalyst for change, promoting
empathy, understanding, and acceptance. As readers embark on the colorful
journey of Just Like Me, they will undoubtedly be inspired to embrace their
uniqueness and create a kinder, more inclusive world.
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An ode to the girl with scrapes on her knees and flowers in her hair, and every girl
in between, this exquisite treasury will appeal to readers of Dear Girl and I Am
Enough and have kids poring over it to find a poem that's just for them.

I am a canvasBeing painted onBy the words of my familyFriendsAnd community
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From Vanessa Brantley-Newton, the author of Grandma's Purse, comes a
collection of poetry filled with engaging mini-stories about girls of all kinds: girls
who feel happy, sad, scared, powerful; girls who love their bodies and girls who
don't; country girls, city girls; girls who love their mother and girls who wish they
had a father. With bright portraits in Vanessa's signature style of vibrant colors
and unique patterns and fabrics, this book invites readers to find themselves and
each other within its pages.

"A dynamic, uplifting, and welcoming world of girls."--Kirkus 

"Thoughtful, inclusive, and celebratory"--Publishers Weekly

"Bursting with positivity, this would be a great book to use in primary school
classrooms when discussing issues of friendship, diversity, and self-esteem."--
Booklist
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