
Discover the Wonder of "Deep In The Sahara"
by Kelly Cunnane!
Are you ready for a captivating adventure through the mesmerizing beauty of the
Sahara Desert? Award-winning author Kelly Cunnane takes us on a remarkable
journey in her book, "Deep In The Sahara", bringing to life a rich cultural tapestry
and showcasing the strength and resilience of the people who call this harsh
environment home.

In this article, you will delve deep into the pages of "Deep In The Sahara",
experiencing the vivid imagery and gaining insight into the values and traditions
of the Sahrawi people. So, grab your imagination and get ready for an
unforgettable literary expedition!

The Enchanting Storyline

Cunnane's "Deep In The Sahara" portrays the life of Lalla, a young girl living in a
village nestled amidst the vast Sahara Desert. Through Lalla's compelling
narration, we witness her daily routines, cultural practices, and the bond she
shares with her family and community.
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As the story unfolds, Lalla seeks to own a "malafa," a traditional veil worn by the
women of her community. With great determination, she embarks on a quest to
find the perfect blue fabric to make her dream come true. Through this adventure,
readers gain a deeper understanding of the significance of the malafa in Sahrawi
culture, symbolizing beauty, identity, and spirituality.

A Cultural Exploration

One of the remarkable aspects of "Deep In The Sahara" is its ability to transport
readers to a world rich in traditions and customs. Cunnane masterfully weaves
descriptive details throughout the story, painting vivid images of the desert
landscape, the colorful markets, and the warm communal gatherings.

Through her stunning prose, Cunnane introduces readers to the Sahrawi people's
values and beliefs. The importance of hospitality, the celebration of communal
meals, and the customs surrounding clothing and adornment are beautifully
brought to life. Readers will find themselves immersed in a world where
storytelling, music, and dance hold immense importance.

Empowering Female Characters

"Deep In The Sahara" provides a refreshing perspective on the role of women
within the Sahrawi community. Lalla's determination to acquire her own malafa
highlights the resilience and strength of women in a society where their voices
are heard and their dreams are valued.

Cunnane emphasizes the importance of female empowerment by showcasing the
supportive relationships among the women in the village and highlighting the
leadership roles they hold. This portrayal challenges common stereotypes,
fostering a sense of inspiration and admiration among readers of all ages.

Exploring Themes of Belonging and Identity



"Deep In The Sahara" beautifully touches upon universal themes of belonging
and identity. As Lalla navigates her daily life and her quest for the malafa, readers
witness her journey towards self-discovery.

This heartwarming narrative encourages readers to reflect on their own identities,
while illuminating the beauty of cultural diversity and the significance of
embracing one's roots. Lalla's story reminds us that our sense of belonging stems
not only from the place we call home, but also from the connections we have with
our heritage and traditions.

: A Literary Gem

In "Deep In The Sahara", Kelly Cunnane delivers a thought-provoking and
visually stunning masterpiece, capturing both the challenges and the wonders of
life in the Sahara Desert. Through Lalla's eyes, readers embark on a captivating
journey of cultural immersion, gaining a deep appreciation for the Sahrawi people
and their traditions.

So, if you're yearning for an enchanting adventure that will transport you to a
world unlike any other, grab a copy of "Deep In The Sahara" and get ready to be
captivated by Kelly Cunnane's extraordinary storytelling!
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"Poetic language, attractive illustrations and a positive message about Islam,
without any didacticism: a wonderful combination," declares Kirkus Reviews in a
starred review.

Lalla lives in the Muslim country of Mauritania, and more than anything, she
wants to wear a malafa, the colorful cloth Mauritanian women, like her mama and
big sister, wear to cover their heads and clothes in public. But it is not until Lalla
realizes that a malafa is not just worn to show a woman's beauty and mystery or
to honor tradition—a malafa for faith—that Lalla's mother agrees to slip a long
cloth as blue as the ink in the Koran over Lalla's head, under her arm, and round
and round her body. Then together, they pray.

An author's note and glossary are included in the back of the book.
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