Dozen Lost Worlds Based On The Geology Of
The Bighorn Basin

The Bighorn Basin, located in northwestern Wyoming and southern Montana,
holds secrets of past worlds that have long been lost to time. Through the study
of its unique geology and fossils, scientists have uncovered a dozen lost worlds
that existed millions of years ago. These lost worlds provide a window into the
Earth's history and offer fascinating insights into ancient ecosystems and the

evolution of life on our planet.

1. The Jurassic Forests of Bighorn
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Millions of years ago, the Bighorn Basin was home to lush forests dominated by
towering conifers and ancient cycads. The evidence of these Jurassic forests can

be seen in the fossilized remains of dinosaur bones, leaves, and pollen found in

the region.
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2. The Cretaceous Oasis
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During the Cretaceous period, the Bighorn Basin transformed into a tropical

paradise. The landscape was characterized by vast floodplains, meandering
rivers, and lush wetlands. Fossil discoveries from this period include the remains
of dinosaurs, crocodiles, turtles, and plants that thrived in this oasis-like

environment.

3. The Ancient Seaway
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The Bighorn Basin was once covered by a vast inland sea, known as the Western
Interior Seaway. This seaway stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic
Ocean and was teeming with diverse marine life. Fossils of ammonites,
mosasaurs, and fish found in the region provide evidence of this lost world that

existed approximately 80 million years ago.

4. The Towering Volcanoes
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Volcanic activity shaped the Bighorn Basin during the Eocene epoch, creating a
landscape dominated by towering volcanoes. The remnants of these ancient
volcanoes can be seen in the form of volcanic ash beds and lava flows scattered
throughout the region. These volcanic activities influenced the development of the

basin's unique geology and left behind a wealth of fossils.

5. The Ice Age Tundra
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During the last Ice Age, the Bighorn Basin was covered by vast sheets of ice and

experienced a tundra-like climate. Fossilized remains of mammoths, bison, and
other ice age mammals have been found in the region, providing valuable

insights into the fauna that inhabited this frozen landscape.

6. The Prehistoric Rainforest
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The Bighorn Basin was once home to a prehistoric rainforest that thrived during
the Paleocene epoch. Fossils of ancient palm trees, ferns, and diverse plant
species have been discovered, painting a picture of a lush and humid

environment not unlike the rainforests of today.

7. The Deserts of the Paleozoic
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Long before the dinosaurs roamed the Earth, the Bighorn Basin was a desert

landscape during the Paleozoic era. Fossils of early plants, including ferns and
horsetails, provide evidence of the harsh conditions that prevailed in this ancient

desert environment.

8. The Triassic Swamps
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During the Triassic period, the Bighorn Basin was a swampy region populated by
crocodile-like reptiles and other ancient amphibians. Fossil evidence suggests
that these swamps were teeming with life, with a variety of plants and animals

adapted to this unique aquatic ecosystem.

9. The Permian Coral Reefs
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Approximately 300 million years ago, the Bighorn Basin was underwater, with
vast coral reefs dominating the landscape. Fossilized remains of corals, sponges,
and other marine organisms offer a glimpse into the thriving coral reef ecosystem

that once existed in this ancient lost world.

10. The Devonian Rivers
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During the Devonian period, the Bighorn Basin was crisscrossed by meandering

rivers and home to a diverse array of fish and amphibians. Fossilized fish fossils
and tracks of ancient river-dwelling creatures provide valuable insights into the

ecosystems that thrived along these ancient waterways.

11. The Cambrian Ocean
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More than 500 million years ago, the Bighorn Basin was submerged under a vast

ocean teeming with early marine life. Fossils of trilobites, brachiopods, and other
ancient sea creatures found in the region offer a glimpse into the biodiversity of

this ancient marine world.

12. The Precambrian Mystery
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The earliest history of the Bighorn Basin, dating back billions of years, is
shrouded in mystery. The lack of detailed fossil records from this time makes it
challenging to reconstruct the lost world that existed during the Precambrian era.
However, geological features such as ancient rocks and formations offer some

clues to the early history of this enigmatic land.

Uncovering the Lost Worlds

The geology of the Bighorn Basin continues to captivate scientists and
paleontologists, providing a treasure trove of information about Earth's past.
Through ongoing research and exploration, more lost worlds are waiting to be
discovered, revealing valuable insights into the evolution of life, changes in

climate, and the dynamic nature of our planet.
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Sponsored by a grant from the National Science Foundation to the Denver
Museum of Natural History. Ever wondered what the ground below you was like
millions of years ago? Merging paleontology, geology, and artistry, Ancient
Wyoming illustrates scenes from the distant past and provides fascinating details
on the flora and fauna of the past 300 million years. The book provides a unique
look at Wyoming, both as it is today and as it was throughout ancient history—at

times a vast ocean, a lush rain forest, and a mountain prairie.
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¢ Los Animales &

Si eres un amante de los animales como yo, entonces seguramente
entenderas la fascinacién que sentimos hacia estas increibles criaturas.
Ya sea que se trate de majestuosos...

Let's Learn Russian: Unlocking the Mysteries of
the Cyrillic Script

Mopioss Are you ready to embark on a linguistic adventure? Have you ever been
- —- £ curious about the beautiful Russian language? Look no further - this
- e article is your...

Hazelnut

1= 100t The Incredible Adventures of Tap It Tad: Collins
X .~ Big Cat Phonics For Letters And Sounds

Welcome to the enchanting world of phonics where learning to read
becomes a captivating journey! In this article, we will explore the
marvelous educational resource,...

Piotathgt Pyl

Schoolla Escuela Wordbookslibros De Palabras
- Unlocking the Power of Words!

Growing up, one of the most significant milestones in a child's life is
learning how to read. It opens up a whole new world of possibilities,
imagination, and knowledge. A...
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15 Exciting Fun Facts About Canada for
Curious Kids

Canada, the second-largest country in the world, is famous for its
stunning landscapes, diverse wildlife, and friendly people. As children, it's
essential to...

What Did He Say? Unraveling the Mystery
Behind His Words

Have you ever found yourself struggling to understand what someone
really meant when they said something? Communication can often be
clouded with ambiguity, leaving us...

A Delicious Journey through Foodla Comida
Wordbookslibros De Palabras

Welcome to the world of Foodla Comida Wordbookslibros De Palabras,
where colorful illustrations and engaging words come together to create a
delightful learning...
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