Enduring Freedom, Enduring Voices: The
Untold Story of US Operations in Afghanistan

In the early morning hours of October 7, 2001, the world witnessed the beginning
of a new era in global conflict. The United States, together with its allies,
launched Operation Enduring Freedom in response to the terrorist attacks of
September 11th. Over the next two decades, the war in Afghanistan would
become the longest military engagement in American history, with profound

implications for both the region and the world.

As the war unfolded, countless stories emerged of bravery, sacrifice, and
resilience. This article aims to shed light on the untold stories of US operations in
Afghanistan, exploring the enduring freedom that was fought for alongside the

enduring voices that need to be heard.

Operation Enduring Freedom: The Road to War

Following the 9/11 attacks, the US government immediately identified al-Qaeda,
led by Osama bin Laden, as the culprits behind the heinous act. Additionally, the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan was seen as harboring and supporting these

terrorists, making it a clear target for military action.
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On October 7, 2001, US forces, alongside British special forces and Afghan
opposition troops, launched a massive aerial bombardment campaign against the
Taliban, aiming to dismantle their infrastructure and pave the way for ground

operations. This marked the beginning of Operation Enduring Freedom.

The Liberation of Kabul: A Turning Point

Over the course of the next several months, US-led coalition forces made
significant progress in pushing back the Taliban and removing them from power.
On November 13, 2001, Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, was liberated, marking

a crucial turning point in the war.

However, the story of the liberation of Kabul is often overshadowed by
subsequent events. While the US and its allies celebrated the removal of the
Taliban regime, the challenges and complexities of nation-building and stabilizing

a war-torn country were only just beginning.

Building a New Afghanistan: Challenges and Achievements

As the war shifted from major military operations to nation-building, the US faced
a myriad of challenges. Establishing a functional government, rebuilding
infrastructure, and providing essential services to the Afghan people proved to be

an uphill battle.

Yet amidst these challenges, there were notable achievements. The construction

of schools, hospitals, and other vital institutions were key steps in empowering
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the Afghan people and rebuilding their nation. However, the success of these

endeavors often depended on the degree of security and stability in the region.

Enduring Voices: The Afghan People

While the focus has often been on the military efforts of the US and its allies, the
Afghan people have endured the hardships of war on an unimaginable scale.

Their stories, their voices, remain an essential part of the narrative.

From the resilient Afghan women who fought for their rights, to the ordinary
citizens striving for a better future, the Afghan people's stories highlight the true
impact of the war. Their unwavering spirit and determination serve as a testament

to the enduring human spirit, even in the face of unimaginable adversity.

Lessons Learned: The Legacy of Operation Enduring Freedom

As the US and its allies prepare to withdraw their troops from Afghanistan, it is
crucial to reflect on the lasting legacy of Operation Enduring Freedom. The war,
which aimed to eliminate terrorism and bring stability to the region, has had far-

reaching consequences.

While it is true that significant progress has been made in certain areas, the
challenges that still persist show the complexities of military interventions and
nation-building efforts. Reflecting on these lessons can help inform future

decision-making and prevent the repetition of past mistakes.

As the world looks back on the two decades of US operations in Afghanistan, it is
imperative to recognize the enduring freedom that was fought for alongside the
enduring voices of the Afghan people. Their stories, their sacrifices, and their

struggles deserve to be heard and remembered.



Operation Enduring Freedom may be coming to an end, but the enduring impact
it has had on Afghanistan and the world will be felt for generations to come. It is
our responsibility to ensure that the lessons learned from this chapter in history

are not forgotten.
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“Michael Walling has honored the American men and women who served in
Operation Enduring Freedom by helping them tell their own stories. This is the
war in Afghanistan as experienced by the people who fought it.”

General Tommy R. Franks, Ret.

The war in Afghanistan has seen men and women thrown into America's longest
sustained combat operation. For over 13 years, US military personnel have been
embroiled in a conflict unlike any other, in a hostile country where danger and
death lurk at every turn. The nature of the fighting has transformed not only the
entire structure of the US military, but the lives of every soldier, sailor, marine,
coast guardsman, and airman who served there. There have been many tales
told of this most recent Afghan war, but until now no single work has combined

the strategic view of high-level commanders with the perspective of soldiers on
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the ground. This book places the first-hand accounts of serving men and women
into the context of the military operations. Drawing on gripping oral histories from
theater commanders, Special Forces troops, reconstruction teams, and everyday
soldiers, Michael G. Walling analyzes operations as they were experienced by
individuals, from those immediately following 9/11 through to those in 2014 as US
troops prepared to withdraw. He also charts the evolution of US military structure
as it was forced to adapt to cope with the non-conventional, but nonetheless
deadly threats of asymmetric warfare, as well as detailing covert ops,
infrastructure rebuilding, and the training of Afghan forces. Resonating across
gender, age, nationality, and ethnicity, this book is not just a document of US
fortunes in a far-flung conflict. It is a tribute to the determination, heroism,

sacrifice, and the strength of the human spirit.
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