
Environmental Ethics: The Central Issues
When it comes to addressing environmental concerns, one cannot ignore the
importance of ethical considerations. Environmental ethics, as a field of study,
aims to understand and evaluate the moral values and principles that guide
human interactions with the natural world. In this article, we will delve into the
central issues surrounding environmental ethics, incorporating discussions on
anthropocentrism, biocentrism, and ecocentrism.

Anthropocentrism

Anthropocentrism is a perspective that places humans at the center of ethical
considerations regarding the environment. It emphasizes the inherent value of
human life and welfare above all else. This viewpoint often assumes that
environmental resources exist solely for human use and exploitation. While
anthropocentrism recognizes the importance of environmental conservation, it
prioritizes human needs and interests over those of other species and
ecosystems.

While this perspective has influenced policy decisions and economic practices for
centuries, it has come under scrutiny due to its negative impacts on the
environment, such as habitat destruction, species extinction, and climate change.
Critics argue that a solely anthropocentric approach fails to consider the intrinsic
value of non-human entities and fails to account for the interconnectedness and
interdependence of all living organisms.
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Biocentrism

In contrast to anthropocentrism, biocentrism extends moral consideration to all
living beings, regardless of their value to humans. It acknowledges the inherent
worth and dignity of every living organism, emphasizing the interconnectedness
and interdependence of all species within ecosystems.

Biocentrism argues for the preservation and protection of environmental
resources in order to maintain the flourishing and well-being of all living entities.
This perspective challenges the notion of human superiority over nature and
promotes a harmonious coexistence between humans and the natural world.
Advocates of biocentrism argue that every living being has a right to exist and
thrive on its own terms, regardless of its usefulness to human societies.

Ecocentrism

Ecocentrism takes the ethical consideration one step further by emphasizing the
intrinsic value of entire ecosystems, rather than focusing solely on individual
organisms. It recognizes that the health and stability of ecosystems are essential
for the well-being of all living beings, including humans.
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Ecocentrism acknowledges the intricate web of relationships within ecosystems
and the importance of maintaining the functioning and resilience of these
systems. It argues that humans have a moral responsibility to protect and restore
ecosystems, not only for their instrumental value in providing resources but also
for their intrinsic worth.

The Central Issues

These three perspectives provide different frameworks for understanding
environmental ethics, each with its own strengths and weaknesses. The central
issues in environmental ethics revolve around questions of intrinsic value, moral
responsibility, and the relationship between humans and the natural world.

Intrinsic Value:

One key debate within environmental ethics is centered around the intrinsic value
of the natural world. Anthropocentrism assigns value to the environment based on
its usefulness to humans, whereas biocentrism and ecocentrism argue that
nature has intrinsic value and deserves moral consideration, regardless of its
instrumental worth.

Moral Responsibility:

Another central issue is the extent of our moral responsibility towards the
environment. Anthropocentrism often leads to a limited sense of responsibility,
focusing primarily on human interests. Biocentrism and ecocentrism challenge us
to broaden our ethical obligations to include the well-being of all living beings and
ecosystems.

Human-Nature Relationship:

The relationship between humans and the natural world is also a crucial area of
exploration. Anthropocentrism views nature as a resource to be exploited for



human benefit. Biocentrism focuses on coexistence and respecting the intrinsic
value of all life forms. Ecocentrism recognizes the interdependence between
humans and ecosystems, emphasizing the need for sustainable and holistic
practices.

Environmental ethics plays a vital role in shaping our relationship with the natural
world. Understanding the central issues surrounding environmental ethics, such
as anthropocentrism, biocentrism, and ecocentrism, allows us to critically analyze
our moral obligations towards the environment.

By embracing the principles of biocentrism and ecocentrism, we can strive for a
more sustainable and harmonious coexistence with nature, recognizing and
respecting the intrinsic value of all living beings and ecosystems.
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Environmental Ethics provides an accessible, lively, and up-to-date to the central
issues and controversies in environmental ethics. Requiring no previous
knowledge of philosophy or ethical theory, the book will be of interest to students,
environmental scientists, environmental policy makers, and anyone curious to
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know what philosophers are saying today about the urgent environmental
challenges we face. 
 
The book is divided into two parts.Part One deals with theoretical issues in
environmental philosophy, examining a variety of ethical and environmental
theories that provide diverse and thought-provoking perspectives on critical
ecological issues. Part Two turns to applied environmental ethics, addressing
current debates on topics such as climate change, biodiversity loss, wilderness
preservation, responsibilities to future generations, population growth,
overconsumption, food ethics, and ecological activism. 
 
Features include: 

Clear explanations of key concepts and theories that lie at the heart of
current debates in environmental ethics. 

A mix of theory of practice that permits readers to apply diverse theoretical
perspectives to key environmental debates. 

A wealth of pedagogical aids, including chapter summaries, discussion
questions, suggested readings, and a glossary of important terms. 
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