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Welcome to the mesmerizing world of Charles Portis Miscellany! In this
comprehensive article, we will delve into the intricate details of Charles Portis'
works, his unique writing style, and the essence of Escape Velocity that can be
experienced through his literary masterpieces. So fasten your seatbelts and get

ready to embark upon an unforgettable journey!

Who is Charles Portis?

Charles Portis, born on December 28, 1933, in El Dorado, Arkansas, is an
acclaimed American author known for his unparalleled storytelling capabilities.
Although not as well-known as some of his contemporaries, Portis' contributions
to the world of literature are nothing short of extraordinary. His works often
showcase a unique blend of humor, adventure, and profound observations on

human nature.
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The Charles Portis Miscellany

The Charles Portis Miscellany refers to a collection of his works that have
delighted readers for decades. Portis' writing is distinct and highly regarded for its
ability to transport readers into vivid, immersive worlds filled with memorable

characters and captivating narratives.

1. Escape Velocity (1976)
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Escape Velocity, published in 1976, is one of Portis' most celebrated works. This
novel takes readers on a rollercoaster journey set against the backdrop of the
American South. Through his protagonist, Jimmy Burns, Portis masterfully
encapsulates the essence of rural life and the struggles of ordinary individuals

striving for something greater.
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With its witty dialogue, keen observations, and dynamic characters, Escape
Velocity showcases Portis' genius as a writer. The book's title refers to the speed
required for an object to escape the gravitational pull of a planet, serving as an
allegory for the characters' desires to break free from the constraints of their
surroundings. It is a must-read for anyone seeking an exploration of human

aspirations and the pursuit of dreams.

2. Other Notable Works

In addition to Escape Velocity, Charles Portis has gifted readers with numerous

other engaging literary works. Some noteworthy titles include:

= True Grit (1968): A gripping western novel that catapulted Portis into the
literary spotlight. It tells the story of a young girl seeking revenge for her

father's murder.

= The Dog of the South (1979): An adventurous road trip tale that combines

humor and unexpected encounters.

= Masters of Atlantis (1985): A satirical novel exploring the bizarre world of a

secret society.

The Legacy of Charles Portis

Charles Portis' literary contributions have not gone unnoticed. While he may not
be a household name, his influence can be witnessed through the admiration of
his readers and the recognition he has received from fellow authors and
esteemed critics. Portis' ability to craft captivating stories with a distinct blend of
humor and profound observations has solidified his place among the great

American authors of the 20th century.



, Charles Portis' Miscellany offers a treasure trove of literary wonders that
deserve recognition. Whether you are a long-time fan of Portis' works or a curious
reader seeking an exciting, fresh literary experience, exploring the Escape
Velocity of Charles Portis' world is an unforgettable journey. Lose yourself in the
vivid settings, quirky characters, and profound insights that make Portis' works

truly exceptional.

So, grab a copy of Escape Velocity or any other Portis masterpiece and embark

upon this mesmerizing adventure you won't soon forget!
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Collected here in Escape Velocity, edited by Jay Jennings, is his "miscellany" 1“t“
journalism, short fiction, memoir, and even the play Delray's New Moon,
published for the first time in this volume. A Portis covers topics as varied as the
civil rights movement, road tripping in Baja, and Elvis' s visits to his aging mother
for publications such as the New York Herald Tribune and Saturday Evening Post.
A Fans of Portis’s droll Southern humor and quirky characters will be thrilled at
this new addition to his library, and those not yet familiar with his work will find a
great to him here. A Also included are tributes by accomplished authors including

Donna Tartt and Ron Rosenbaum.
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