
Expecting Armageddon: Essential Readings
In Failed Prophecy
Discover the fascinating world of failed prophecies and explore the human
fascination with Armageddon. Throughout history, individuals, cults, and religious
groups have predicted the end of the world, but time and time again, their
predictions have proven to be false. This article delves into the essential readings
on failed prophecy, shedding light on the reasons behind these prophecies and
their impact on society.

The Allure of Armageddon

Since ancient times, humans have been captivated by the idea of apocalyptic
events and the end of the world. The concept of Armageddon, a cataclysmic
battle or event that brings about the end of the world, has been present in various
religious texts and cultural myths. From the biblical Book of Revelation to
modern-day conspiracy theories, the fascination with the end times has never
ceased.

Failed prophecies play a considerable role in shaping our understanding of these
beliefs. They serve as cautionary tales, reminding us of the dangers of
unchecked beliefs and the consequences of blindly following charismatic leaders.
By examining the essential readings on failed prophecy, we can gain insight into
the human psyche and the factors that contribute to the creation and spread of
such prophecies.
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Unveiling the Essential Readings

Over the years, numerous books and articles have been written on failed
prophecy, providing valuable perspectives on this intriguing topic. Let's explore
some of the essential readings that shed light on this subject:

1. "When Prophecy Fails" by Leon Festinger, Henry Riecken, and
Stanley Schachter

This groundbreaking book, published in 1956, explores the famous case of a
UFO cult led by Dorothy Martin. The group firmly believed that the world would
end on a specific date, as communicated by extraterrestrial beings. When the
prophesied event failed to occur, Festinger and his colleagues delved into the
psychological effects of cognitive dissonance and the subsequent reactions of the
cult members. This must-read offers valuable insights into failed prophecy and its
impact on individuals.

2. "Apocalyptic Fever: End-Time Prophecies in Modern America" by
Richard Kyle

Richard Kyle investigates the cultural and sociological aspects of end-time
prophecies in America. This comprehensive book focuses on various religious
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movements, historical events, and charismatic figures who have propagated
apocalyptic beliefs throughout American history. Kyle's work is an essential guide
for understanding the pervasive presence of failed prophecy within American
society.

3. "The End of the World: An Annotated Bibliography" by Jonathan
Smith

Jonathan Smith provides a valuable resource for anyone interested in exploring
failed prophecy. This extensively researched annotated bibliography compiles a
vast range of publications, both scholarly and popular, that discuss end-time
beliefs and predictions. From ancient civilizations to modern cults, Smith's work
serves as a gateway to a deeper understanding of the human fascination with
Armageddon.

The Impact on Society

Failed prophecies can have profound effects on individuals and society as a
whole. While some individuals may experience disillusionment and loss of faith,
others may become even more fervent in their beliefs, adapting their predictions
to justify the failure. The aftermath of failed prophecies can lead to personal and
social consequences, from financial ruin to the loss of lives in extreme cases.

Moreover, failed prophecies can have lasting impacts on the perception of
religious and spiritual movements. Public trust can be shattered, making it difficult
for legitimate religious leaders and spiritual teachers to gain credibility. The
influence of failed prophecies can extend beyond the immediate aftermath,
shaping societies' attitudes towards prophecy and Armageddon-related beliefs.

The Curiosity Continues



Throughout history, failed prophecies have not deterred humans from future
predictions about the end of the world. From religious leaders proclaiming specific
dates for the apocalypse to modern-day conspiracy theories, the allure of
Armageddon remains strong. By studying the essential readings on failed
prophecy, we can better understand the reasons behind these predictions and the
impact they have on society.

So, embark on this intellectual journey today and dive into the captivating world of
failed prophecy. Discover the intricacies of our fascination with Armageddon and
gain valuable insights into the complexities of human belief systems.
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