
Exploring Uzbekistan: Recent Developments
And Captivating Interests
Uzbekistan, an enchanting Central Asian country known for its rich history and
captivating natural beauty, has been making significant strides in recent years in
terms of development and tourism. With a diverse culture, breathtaking
landscapes, and a growing economy, Uzbekistan has become an increasingly
popular destination for global travelers. In this article, we will delve into the recent
developments and explore the fascinating interests that await you in this
remarkable country.

Investing in Infrastructure and Connectivity

One of the key areas of focus for Uzbekistan has been the development of its
infrastructure and improving connectivity both within the country and beyond. The
government has been actively investing in modernizing its transportation
systems, including the expansion of airports, construction of railways, and the
enhancement of road networks. These improvements not only facilitate internal
travel but also promote international connectivity, encouraging more travelers to
explore the beauty of Uzbekistan.

Growing Tourism Sector

Uzbekistan's tourism sector has witnessed exponential growth in recent years,
attracting visitors from all over the world. The country's rich cultural heritage,
including awe-inspiring UNESCO World Heritage Sites such as the historic cities
of Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva, have become major draws for tourists
seeking to immerse themselves in the ancient Silk Road. The government's
efforts to simplify visa procedures and strengthen tourist services have also
played a significant role in promoting tourism.
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Moreover, Uzbekistan's stunning natural landscapes, which range from the snow-
capped peaks of the Tian Shan Mountains to the vast deserts of Kyzylkum, allow
travelers to experience a diverse range of natural wonders. The country's
commitment to sustainable tourism development ensures that these treasures are
preserved for future generations and can be enjoyed by visitors for years to
come.

Promoting Cultural Exchange

Uzbekistan places great importance on promoting cultural exchange and
invigorating its cultural scene. The country hosts numerous international festivals,
exhibitions, and conferences, providing a platform for artists, musicians, and
creative minds from all over the world to come together and showcase their
talents. This commitment to cultural exchange not only enriches the local arts
scene but also fosters greater understanding and appreciation of Uzbekistan's
traditions and cultural diversity.

Economic Reforms and Investment Opportunities
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Uzbekistan has implemented a series of economic reforms aimed at attracting
foreign investment and fostering a favorable business environment. As a result,
the country has witnessed a surge in investment across various sectors, including
energy, agriculture, and manufacturing. With its strategic location connecting Asia
and Europe, Uzbekistan offers immense opportunities for trade and investment,
making it an increasingly attractive destination for business ventures.

The Oriental Gastronomic Adventure

No journey to Uzbekistan is complete without indulging in its delectable cuisine.
The country's culinary traditions are a fascinating fusion of flavors, influenced by
its historical ties to the Silk Road trade route and its surrounding neighbors. From
mouthwatering pilaf to succulent kebabs and flavorful soups, Uzbekistan offers a
gastronomic adventure that will tantalize your taste buds and leave you craving
for more.

Uzbek Hospitality and Warmth

A trip to Uzbekistan is not only about exploring its remarkable landmarks and
savoring its delicious cuisine but also about experiencing the warmth and
hospitality of its people. Uzbeks are known for their friendliness, generosity, and
deep-rooted traditions of hospitality. From the moment you step foot in the
country, you will be greeted with smiles and open arms, making you feel instantly
at home.

Uzbekistan's recent developments and captivating interests make it a destination
like no other. With its unique blend of history, culture, natural beauty, and
economic growth, the country offers an unforgettable experience for every
traveler. Whether you are an adventurer seeking to explore ancient cities, a
businessperson looking for investment opportunities, or a food enthusiast



searching for a culinary journey, Uzbekistan has something extraordinary to offer.
Pack your bags and embark on a memorable adventure in Uzbekistan today!
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Uzbekistan gained independence at the end of 1991 with the breakup of the
Soviet Union. The landlocked country is a potential Central Asian regional power
by virtue of its population, the largest in the region, its substantial energy and
other resources, and its location at the heart of regional trade and transport
networks. The existing president, Islam Karimov, retained his post following the
country’s independence, and was reelected in 2000 and 2007. He has pursued a
policy of caution in economic and political reforms, and many observers have
criticized Uzbekistan’s human rights record.

The United States pursued close ties with Uzbekistan following its independence.
After the terrorist attacks on the United States in September 2001, Uzbekistan
offered over-flight and basing rights to U.S. and coalition forces. However, U.S.
basing rights at Karshi-Khanabad were terminated in 2005 following U.S. criticism
and other actions related to the Karimov government’s allegedly violent
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crackdown on unrest in the southern city of Andijon. Since then, the United States
has attempted to improve relations, particularly in support of operations in
Afghanistan. In 2009, Uzbekistan began to participate in the Northern Distribution
Network of land, sea, and air transit routes from Europe through Eurasia for U.S.
and NATO military supplies entering and exiting Afghanistan.

Cumulative U.S. assistance budgeted for Uzbekistan in FY1992-FY2010 was
$971.36 million (all agencies and programs). Of this aid, about two-fifths was
budgeted for combating weapons of mass destruction (including Comprehensive
Threat Reduction aid),Foreign Military Financing, counter-narcotics, Partnership
for Peace, and anti-crime support. Food, health, and other social welfare and
humanitarian aid accounted for nearly one-fourth, and democratization aid
accounted for nearly one-fifth. Budgeted assistance was $11.3 million in FY2011
and $16.7 million in FY2012, and the Administration has requested $11.6 million
for FY2014 (these latter amounts include foreign assistance listed in the
Congressional Budget Justification for Foreign Operations, and exclude Defense
and Energy Department funding; country data for FY2013 are not yet available).

In FY2003 foreign operations appropriations (P.L. 108-7) and thereafter,
Congress prohibited foreign assistance to the government of Uzbekistan unless
the Secretary of State determined and reported that Uzbekistan was making
substantial progress in meeting commitments to respect human rights; establish a
multiparty system; and ensure free and fair elections, freedom of expression, and
the independence of the media. In FY2008, Congress added a provision blocking
Uzbek government officials from entering the United States if they were deemed
to have been responsible for events in Andijon or to have violated other human
rights. Consolidated Appropriations for FY2012 (P.L. 112-74) provides for the
Secretary of State to waive conditions on assistance to Uzbekistan for a period of
not more than six months and every six months thereafter until September 30,



2013, on national security grounds and as necessary to facilitate U.S. access to
and from Afghanistan. Such waivers have been issued.
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