Exploring the Correlation Between the
Creation Days of Genesis and the Geologic
Column

Are you curious about the fascinating interplay between biblical narratives and
scientific explanations of Earth's history? In this article, we embark on a journey
to explore the correlation between the creation days mentioned in the book of
Genesis and the geologic column that provides insights into the Earth's

geological history.

The Genesis Creation Story

The book of Genesis, found in the Bible, is a significant religious text for many
people around the world. It recounts the story of creation as a series of six days,

with each day representing a distinct phase of the Earth's formation.

On the first day, according to Genesis, God created light, separating it from
darkness. The subsequent days witnessed the separation of waters from the sky
and the formation of dry land, the creation of vegetation, the establishment of the
sun and the moon, and the emergence of various living creatures, including

animals and humans.
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The Geologic Column: A Window into Earth's Past

Meanwhile, scientists have studied the Earth's rocks and fossils extensively,
resulting in the development of the geologic column. This column represents the
accumulation of layers of sedimentary rocks over millions of years, with each

layer preserving evidence of different historical periods.

By examining the characteristics of each layer, such as fossil record, rock types,
and index fossils, scientists have managed to establish a relative chronology of
Earth's history. This allows them to understand the sequence of events that

shaped our planet.

Seeking Common Ground

While the days described in Genesis might not align precisely with the geological
time frame outlined by the geologic column, it is intriguing to explore potential

correlations between the two narratives.

One possible interpretation is that the six days of creation in Genesis represent
broad stages or epochs that are metaphorically described, rather than literal 24-
hour periods. This perspective would allow for greater compatibility with the

timeline established by the geologic column.

For example, the separation of light and darkness in Genesis could symbolize the

differentiation between day and night on Earth, indicating the formation of a
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stable atmosphere. This event could potentially correspond to an era when the

Earth's atmosphere became transparent, allowing sunlight to reach the surface.

Similarly, the emergence of dry land in Genesis could coincide with the
appearance of continents during specific geological periods. The creation of
vegetation might represent the period when terrestrial plants began to flourish,

resulting in the evolution of diverse species over time.

Furthermore, the establishment of the sun and the moon could symbolize the
stabilization of Earth's orbit and the formation of a clear celestial path, indicating a

significant transition towards the existence of complex life.

The Significance of Understanding

While the correlation between the creation days in Genesis and the geologic
column remains speculative, bridging the gap between science and religion is
crucial for many individuals. Recognizing potential parallels allows for a broader
understanding of our world's intricate history and reconciles the apparent

discrepancies between faith and scientific knowledge.

Correlating the creation days of Genesis with the geologic column promotes
dialogue and encourages an open-minded approach towards the interpretation of
religious and scientific narratives. It highlights the possibility of finding common
ground while respecting both the depth of faith and the wealth of scientific

discoveries.

The interplay between biblical literature and scientific explanations unveils a
captivating glimpse into the origins and development of our planet. While drawing
direct correlations between the creation days of Genesis and the geologic column

might remain speculative, exploring potential connections bridges the gap



between these two realms of knowledge and encourages a harmonious

relationship between science and faith.

Understanding that religious narratives and scientific findings can coexist
enriches our understanding of the world and fosters a greater appreciation for the

intricacies of our shared history.
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It is the assertion of Old-Earth Creationism that God created the Earth and then
made it into an inhabitable environment over the course of a "week" of epoch-
long creation "days." It is the assertion of modern science that the Earth is 4.6
billion years old and has reached such an age by passing through a number of
geologic periods that are differentiated by stratigraphic, paleontological, and other
empirical markers. Therefore, it seems very logical that if one holds to the
veracity of these two basic assertions, then the long "creation days" of Genesis

and the geologic ages of modern science can and should be effectively correlated
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with one another in some cohesive and systematic manner. Here we offer our

origins correlation model, The Genesis Column, which does just that.

"Like John Wesley himself, Joe Stallings is a practical, pastoral theologian with a
gift for communication. The Genesis Column is readable, theologically sound,
and biblical in scope. | recommend it without reservation!"

~~Barry Page Drum, Chaplain, North Carolina Wesleyan College

"In a culture so divided over doctrinal bias, it is refreshing to come across a
scholar who works to reconcile all truth, be it biblical or scientific. Dr. Stallings has
a deep commitment to truth-seeking and conciliatory reflection. His breadth of
knowledge and research will lead the honest reader to a significant encounter
with the evidence of scientific exploration and the Judaic-Christian confession
from the witness of scripture. In this book you will discover that these two
realities--geological history and the Genesis account--are, in fact, one consistent
record of God's creative activity in the cosmos and upon the earth. Stallings has
given both fields of scholarship new strata in which to dig."

~~Tom Stephenson, Pastor, First Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ),Wilmington, Ohio "l wish that | would have been able to have read Dr. Joe
Stallings's book, The Genesis Column, thirty years ago. While reading it, |
discovered that | was an 'Old-Earth Progressive Creationist.' Not only does Joe
show that science and biblical faith are not oil and water, but he actually mixes
them together without violating faith or science. For sure, he deconstructs
naturalism and Young-Earth Creationism. Additionally, his teaching on the positive
relationship between the geologic column and the Genesis account will inspire
scientifically minded Christians who have always known that they belonged
together. . . . Every Christian should read and study this material. In particular,
read the footnotes!"

~~William P. Payne, Professor of Evangelism and World Missions, Ashland



Theological Seminary, Ashland, OH

"Often comprehensiveness is achieved through a certain elegance of a theory: an
attribute which, if true, is both simple yet profoundly powerful in casting light on a
whole range of beliefs and convictions that the thinker (and believer) wishes to
understand--after all, we all just want (among other things) to understand.

What is, then, this simple attribute of Joe's theory? | leave that to the reader to
explore and find out. For me, though, | believe that Joe's theory is worthy of being
judged through the lenses of these tests of consistency, coherency, and
comprehensiveness. So, | now invite the reader to put Joe's very fine treatise to
the test--or tests, as the case might be! Enjoy--it's well worth the ride."

~~Edward N. Martin, Co-chair and Professor of Philosophy, Liberty University,
Lynchburg, VA

W. Joseph Stallings is a Christian evidential apologist, a devout Wesleyan
theologian, and a longtime pastor in the North Carolina Annual Conference of The
United Methodist Church.
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