
Fire From The Sky Diary Over Japan - Witness
the Catastrophe
The year 1945 marked a turning point in world history, particularly for the people
of Japan. As World War II raged on, the devastating atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki changed the course of the war and brought
unprecedented destruction to the country. This article takes you on a journey
through history to witness the horrors of the firestorms that engulfed Japan and
forever haunted its inhabitants.

The Devastation Unleashed

On August 6, 1945, the city of Hiroshima experienced unimaginable destruction.
The Enola Gay, a United States B-29 bomber, dropped "Little Boy," the first
atomic bomb ever used in warfare. The impact was catastrophic, instantly killing
an estimated 70,000 people and leaving countless others injured and
traumatized. The city was reduced to rubble, engulfed in a sea of fire and ash.

Three days later, on August 9, a second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki,
code-named "Fat Man." The devastation was once again unparalleled, causing
an estimated 40,000 immediate deaths and leaving long-lasting effects on
survivors. The bombings, which were a controversial decision in history, ultimately
led to Japan's surrender and the end of World War II.
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The Fire From The Sky Diary

One of the most poignant accounts of this horrific event is found in the diary of
Shizuko Yamamoto, a survivor of the Hiroshima bombing. In her diary, which
miraculously survived the blast, Shizuko meticulously chronicled the days leading
up to the bombing, the immediate aftermath, and the subsequent struggles faced
by those left in Hiroshima.

Shizuko Yamamoto's diary, known as the "Fire From The Sky Diary," provides an
intimate and harrowing perspective on the tragedy that unfolded. Her words
capture the fear, pain, and resilience of the Japanese people in the face of
unimaginable adversity.

How the Diary Was Found

Following the bombings, an American soldier named Ralph Neal stumbled upon
Shizuko Yamamoto's diary amidst the debris of Hiroshima. Recognizing the
historical significance, he kept it safe and returned it to Japan in the late 1980s.
The diary was eventually published, allowing the world to gain a deeper
understanding of the true human impact of the atomic bomb attacks.
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The Diary's Impact

Upon the diary's publication, it became an instant sensation, captivating readers
with its raw emotions and firsthand accounts. It offered a unique insight into the
lives of those affected by the bombings and served as a testament to the
enduring survival spirit.

Shizuko Yamamoto's personal experiences shed light on the long-term physical
and psychological effects of the bombings. She vividly described the immense
pain and suffering endured by the survivors, known as hibakusha, as they
struggled to rebuild their lives amidst the ruins.

The diary also sparked discussions and debates around the ethical implications
of using atomic weapons, questioning the human cost of such devastating
firepower. It ignited a fervor in the international community, promoting efforts to
prevent the use of nuclear weapons and advocating for peace.

Remembering the Past, Shaping the Future

Today, the Fire From The Sky Diary serves as a poignant reminder of the
catastrophic events that unfolded in Japan. It stands as a testament to the
resilience of the Japanese people and the importance of avoiding such
devastating conflicts in the future. The diary's powerful message continues to
resonate, urging us to strive for peace and understanding.

Fire From The Sky Diary Over Japan remains an enduring symbol of hope and
courage amidst the darkest hours. It urges us to confront the painful past,
acknowledge its consequences, and work together to prevent the recurrence of
such unimaginable horrors.



Through the pages of this diary, we are transported back in time, becoming
witnesses to the catastrophic fire from the sky that engulfed Japan. It is a
haunting reminder of the horrors of war and the lengths humanity should go to
avoid repeating them.
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This is the story of the last few months of WWII in the Pacific, seen through the
eyes of one man, a radio operator aboard a B29 Superfortress who kept a diary
of 28 missions over Japan. The diary tells of the horrors of war. It was written in
darkness, and often fear, with a pen-light during lonely hours confined for up to 18
hours at a time.

Herb Greer our main author, 23 years old, frightened and sitting on up to 20,000
pounds of jellied gasoline (napalm),while blindly flying through constant flak
bursts and fighter opposition. The plane is blacked out save the dull red glow of
the instrument panels as they pass through the target area. Suddenly the most
intense bright light floods the aircraft, blinding us the tension in the aircraft shot
up, hearts started beating a whole lot faster as we instantly realized that we were
being singled out of the sky by a searchlight and were now firmly in the sights of
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air and ground fire, we were the main act, and center stage. From that moment
everything went into slow motion as we pass through the target seconds felt like
minutes and minutes, hours. BOOM, an explosion, the plane rocks, bucks, flak is
searing its way through the fragile fabric of the fuselage, loose items are flying
around, Im scared they say you can taste fear well theyre absolutely right.

This personal view gives us two perspectives, the first is the story of Herb Greer
speaking to us aboard a B29 through the written entries of his diary and then the
second recounted from his armchair 60 years later.
Written with an immediacy that can only be shared by those who were there,
while capturing for posterity their bravery and dignity of sacrifice.

Praise for Fire from the Sky

This is a book you will not be able to put down . It is a well-told memoir of the
men whose missions will live forever in history! It was my honor to have read the
book; it felt almost sacred to be allowed to look inside a crew members personal
diarytruly a treasured artifact of historic and sentimental value. This is a book
worth reading several times. Great black and white photos as well. I fully
recommend this wonderful book about aviation and the men who crewed B-29s.
Bill McDonald, president of the Military Writers Society of America

As an avid reader of military history, I foundFire from the Sky: A Diary over
Japanto be both a treasure-trove of information and a stirringand often
startlinglook at the air war over Japan in World War II. What comes acrossin this
book is not only the dedication and heroism of a B-29 bomber crew, butalso the
harrowing circumstances of life and death in the air. Truly a remarkablebook, told
by a remarkable man who found himself with a job to do that now,in the light of
the passage of time, seems like an incredible and mind-bogglingachievement.



This book richly deserves its Silver Medal Award.
Robert McCammon,New York Times bestselling author
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