
From Darul Islam To Jem Ah Islamiyah: The
Evolution of Radical Islam in Southeast Asia
In the first half of the 20th century, a radical Islamic movement known as Darul
Islam emerged in the Indonesian archipelago. This movement sought to establish
an Islamic state based on strict interpretations of Islamic law. Its ideology spread
across the region, eventually evolving into the more dangerous and militant
organization known as Jem Ah Islamiyah. This article explores the origins,
transformations, and impact of these extremist groups in Southeast Asia.

The Birth of Darul Islam

Darul Islam was founded in 1948 by Kartosuwiryo, a charismatic figure who
believed that Indonesia should become an Islamic state governed by Sharia law.
Inspired by various global jihadist movements, Kartosuwiryo sought to establish a
caliphate in Indonesia. He rejected the idea of a secular state and instead
advocated for the complete implementation of Islamic principles in all aspects of
life.

The movement gained early support, especially among marginalized Muslim
communities, as it promised to address their socio-economic grievances.
However, the Indonesian government at the time considered Darul Islam a threat
to national unity and actively suppressed its activities. The conflict between Darul
Islam and the Indonesian government resulted in a long and bloody separatist
struggle.
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The Evolution of Jem Ah Islamiyah

After the death of Kartosuwiryo in 1962, Darul Islam underwent a significant
transformation. It splintered into various factions, each with their own
interpretation of Islamic fundamentalism. These factions continued to operate
independently but shared a common goal of establishing an Islamic state.

One of the most notorious factions that emerged from Darul Islam was Jem Ah
Islamiyah. Formed in the early 1990s, Jem Ah Islamiyah aimed to create an
Islamic state across Southeast Asia, uniting Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and
the southern Philippines. The group believed that violent jihad was necessary to
achieve this goal.

Jem Ah Islamiyah gained international notoriety in 2002 when it carried out a
series of bombings in Bali, targeting popular tourist areas. These attacks killed
more than 200 people, mostly foreign tourists, and brought global attention to the
growing threat of radical Islam in Southeast Asia. The group continued its
campaign of violence with subsequent bombings in Jakarta, the capital of
Indonesia.

The Regional Impact
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The emergence of Jem Ah Islamiyah and its acts of violence prompted Southeast
Asian governments to enhance their counter-terrorism efforts. These
governments recognized the need for regional cooperation in combating the
spread of radical ideologies and launched joint initiatives such as the Southeast
Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism (SEARCCT) and the Regional
Intelligence Fusion Unit (RIFU).

These initiatives focused on intelligence sharing, capacity building, and
community engagement to prevent radicalization. While these efforts have been
effective in disrupting terrorist activities, the threat of radical Islamism remains a
persistent challenge in the region.

The Future of Radical Islam in Southeast Asia

Despite the efforts to clamp down on extremist groups, the underlying factors that
contribute to the spread of radical ideologies persist in Southeast Asia. Socio-
economic disparities, perceived injustices, and ideological indoctrination continue
to fuel the rise of radical Islam in the region.

The challenge for Southeast Asian governments lies in addressing these root
causes while ensuring the protection of civil liberties and religious freedom. A
comprehensive approach that combines security measures, socio-economic
development, and community resilience is crucial in countering radical Islamism.

The evolution of radical Islam in Southeast Asia, from the emergence of Darul
Islam to the rise of Jem Ah Islamiyah, highlights the complex nature of extremism.
These groups, driven by their interpretation of Islam, have posed significant
challenges to regional stability and security.

While efforts to curb radicalization and terrorism have shown progress, more
needs to be done to address the root causes and underlying issues. A holistic



approach that focuses on socio-economic development, education, and
community engagement can help prevent the spread of radical ideologies and
ensure a peaceful future for Southeast Asia.
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Available for the first time in English, this groundbreaking book is an in-depth
investigation of the development of jihadism from the earliest years of Indonesian
independence in the late 1940s to the terrorist bombings of the past decade. The
Indonesian journalist Solahudin shows with rare clarity that Indonesia's current
struggle with terrorism has a long and complex history. The Roots of Terrorism in
Indonesia is based on a remarkable array of documentary and oral sources,
many of which have never before been publicly cited. Solahudin’s rigorous
account fills many gaps in our knowledge of jihadist groups, how they interacted
with the state and events abroad, and why they at times resorted to extreme
violence, such as the 2002 Bali bombings.
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