
From Vienna To Shanghai To America: Brother
And Sister Escape To Freedom During

In a tale that spans continents and defies odds, two siblings embarked on a
daring escape to freedom during one of the darkest periods in history. From
Vienna to Shanghai and finally to America, the story of their incredible journey is
one of hope, resilience, and the indomitable human spirit.
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Escaping Nazi-Occupied Austria

The year was 1938, and Europe was under the grip of Nazi occupation. Anti-
Semitism was rampant, and Jewish families faced persecution and discrimination
on a daily basis. Amongst those affected were the Fischer siblings, David and
Sarah, who lived in Vienna, Austria. Their peaceful lives were shattered as the
Nazis tightened their grip on the city.
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With the threat of deportation looming, David and Sarah knew they had to leave
their homeland if they wanted any chance of survival. Together, they hatched a
daring plan to escape and seek refuge somewhere far away from the Nazis'
reach.

A Journey to Shanghai

After weeks of careful planning and with the help of an underground network, the
siblings managed to secure tickets on a ship bound for Shanghai, China – a city
known for accepting Jewish refugees during World War II. The siblings bid their
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tearful goodbyes to their parents, who decided to stay behind in the hope of
protecting their property and hoping for better times to come.

The journey to Shanghai was arduous, filled with uncertainty and danger. Yet, the
siblings held onto the hope of finding safety and a new life in a distant land. When
they finally arrived in Shanghai, they were relieved to discover a vibrant Jewish
community extending a helping hand to those who sought refuge. The Fischers
settled into the city, starting anew and finding solace in the community that had
welcomed them with open arms.

A New Chapter in America

Despite the relative safety they found in Shanghai, David and Sarah yearned for
true freedom and a place they could truly call home. Their dream would
eventually lead them across the Pacific Ocean to the United States – the land of
opportunity.

The siblings faced numerous challenges as they navigated the complex process
of immigration to America. However, their determination and the support from
their fellow refugees allowed them to overcome the obstacles they encountered
along the way. Finally, in 1947, David and Sarah stepped foot on American soil,
filled with hope and a sense of newfound freedom.

On their arrival, the siblings were met with open arms by a community of
immigrants who understood their struggles and celebrated their resilience. In
America, they built successful lives, establishing careers, and starting families.
Their story became a testament to the power of the human spirit and the triumph
over adversity.

A Legacy of Hope



David and Sarah's extraordinary journey from Vienna to Shanghai to America
serves as a reminder of the resilience and courage displayed by countless
individuals during one of the darkest chapters in human history. Their story is a
testament to the strength of the human spirit and the unwavering pursuit of
freedom.

Today, their descendants continue to honor their legacy. The Fischer family
stands as a beacon of hope, reminding the world of the importance of empathy,
compassion, and acceptance in the face of adversity.

As we reflect on their incredible odyssey, it serves as a timely reminder that even
in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles, the human spirit can triumph,
and the flame of hope can never be extinguished.
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September 1939 - Nazi Austria turns on their Jews and the family Wacs flees
Vienna, saving their lives. Destination: Shanghai; alien to them-different
language, people, culture. Had they not escaped, one week later war broke out,
and this family's fate might have been quite different. An Uncommon Journey
addresses universal issues-persecution and the will to survive. This unique
memoir by a sister and brother ten years apart shares different memories, often
of the same events. The truth becomes a mosaic with many facets, creating a
moving portrait of a family uprooted.
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