Giri and Indian Law Students at University
College Dublin (1913-1916): A Journey of
Resilience and Empowerment

Picture this - it is the early 20th century, and students from India undertake an
arduous journey, sailing across continents, to pursue higher education in a
foreign land. One such remarkable chapter in history is the story of Giri and

Indian Law Students at University College Dublin from 1913 to 1916.

Crossing Boundaries: The Journey Begins

In the realms of education and cultural exchange, the early 1900s witnessed a
surge of Indian students heading towards the British Isles. University College
Dublin, in particular, attracted a considerable number of students eager to explore

legal education and challenge the barriers of colonial rule.

Giri and his fellow Indian law students embarked on a transformative journey,
leaving behind the familiar comforts of home to immerse themselves in the
vibrant academic atmosphere of Ireland's capital city. Their voyage was more
than just a pursuit of knowledge; it was a statement of defiance against the

prevailing social and political norms back home.
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A Resilient Brotherhood: Overcoming Challenges

The Indian law students faced numerous challenges during their time at

University College Dublin. The cultural shock of a foreign land, the language
barrier, and the hurdles imposed by colonialism often tested their resilience.
However, united by a shared purpose and a determination to succeed, they

forged a strong bond that propelled them forward.

Language, being the primary obstacle, required dedicated effort and
perseverance. The Indian students overcame this challenge by forming study
groups, discussion forums, and engaging in frequent interactions with their Irish
counterparts. This not only improved their command of English but also fostered

an atmosphere of cultural exchange and mutual learning.

Furthermore, these students, far away from their families and the support
structures of their home country, found solace and guidance in each other. With
limited resources and financial constraints, they relied on one another for
emotional and academic support, forming a brotherhood that strengthened them

as individuals and as a collective force for change.

Empowerment Through Education: Impact and Contributions

The journey of Giri and his fellow students was not merely a personal pursuit of

academic excellence; it held significant implications for India's struggle against
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British colonial rule. Armed with legal knowledge gained from their studies, these

young men would soon become potent agents of change.

On their return to India, Giri and several others played pivotal roles in the
country's freedom movement. They became beacons of inspiration, spearheading
legal activism, and championing social and political causes. The experiences they
gained at University College Dublin laid the foundation for their transformative

contributions to Indian society.

Moreover, Giri and his comrades initiated efforts to establish networks and
organizations that supported Indian students pursuing education abroad. They
recognized the importance of resilience, academic rigor, and cultural
understanding as crucial facets of empowering the future generations of Indian

students.

A Legacy of Triumph and Inspiration

Between 1913 and 1916, the journey of Giri and Indian Law Students at
University College Dublin cemented a legacy of triumph and inspiration. They
defied all odds and shattered the barriers imposed by colonialism, leaving an

indelible mark on the annals of Indian education and history.

Their story reminds us of the power of determination, resilience, and the pursuit
of knowledge as means to empower individuals and bring about societal change.
Giri and his comrades serve as glowing beacons of hope, igniting the spirit of

ambition and fortitude in generations to come.

The tale of Giri and Indian Law Students at University College Dublin
encapsulates a pivotal moment in history. It demonstrates the unyielding spirit of
individuals who dreamt of a better future and ventured into unknown territories to

pursue their aspirations.



The legacy of Giri and his fellow students extends far beyond their time at
University College Dublin. They crafted a narrative of empowerment and
resilience that continues to inspire generations of Indian students and shape the

course of Indian history.

Let us celebrate this extraordinary journey, cherishing the strength and
determination exhibited by Giri and his comrades, as we navigate our own paths

towards a brighter and more inclusive future.
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'Irish Days, Indian Memories' offers a unique insight into an unexpectedly
momentous facet of Dublin’s political and student life from 1913 to the end of the
turbulent year that was 1916. V.V. Giri, fourth President of India (1969-74),who
would later say of himself ‘when | am not an Indian, | am an Irishman’, and a
group of twelve Indian law students at King’s Inns and University College Dublin,
witnessed and participated in the events of these dramatic years. Drawn from

diaries, letters, military and university records, their memories of the Dublin
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Lockout, the Irish Volunteers, the Easter Rising, student integration and
subversion provide a fascinating perspective on life inside and outside the

university.

This intersection with Ireland’s wartime and insurrectionary experience inspired
V.V. Giri’s work for the Indian independence movement and had a profound effect
on his fellow students. Through the eyes of Giri, his countrymen, and Conor
Mulvagh’s expert research, a vivid and neglected narrative on 1916 is finally

uncovered.
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