
Handmade Tile Design: Create And Install
Custom Tiles
When it comes to home decor, many homeowners are seeking unique and
personalized options to make their living spaces truly one-of-a-kind. Handmade
tile design provides the perfect solution for creating custom tiles that add
character and beauty to any room. In this article, we will explore the art of
handmade tile design, discuss the process of creating and installing custom tiles,
and provide inspiration for incorporating them into your home.

The Art of Handmade Tile Design

Handmade tile design is a creative and intricate process that allows artisans to
produce unique, high-quality tiles. Unlike mass-produced tiles, handmade tiles
are crafted individually, ensuring attention to detail and the ability to customize
each piece. From choosing the clay type to hand-painting the patterns and
glazing, each step carries the artist's personal touch.

Artisans can create tiles in various shapes, sizes, and designs, ranging from
geometric patterns to floral motifs. The possibilities are endless, making
handmade tiles versatile and suitable for any interior style, from traditional to
modern.
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Creating Custom Tiles

The process of creating custom tiles begins with design conceptualization. Artists
work closely with clients to understand their vision, color preferences, and desired
patterns. Sketches and samples are presented to ensure the design matches the
client's expectations.

Once the design is finalized, the tile-making process begins. Artists start by
choosing the appropriate clay type based on the tile's purpose and location.
Different clay types offer varied durability and visual effects. For example,
stoneware clay creates a rustic, earthy finish, while porcelain clay enhances the
tile's elegance and translucency.

The chosen clay type is then molded, cut, and shaped according to the desired
tile size and dimensions. Hand-painting techniques such as underglazing,
carving, or sgraffito are employed to add intricate designs and textures. Each tile
is carefully glazed and fired in a kiln to ensure durability and longevity.

Installing Handmade Tiles: A Step-by-Step Guide

Once the custom tiles are created, it's time to install them and witness the
transformation of your space. Follow these steps to ensure a successful
installation:

1. Prepare the surface: Ensure the surface is clean, smooth, and dry. Remove
any existing tiles or debris.
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2. Measure and plan: Measure the area where the tiles will be installed and
create a layout plan. This will help determine the tile placement.

3. Apply adhesive: Use a trowel to apply a thin, even layer of tile adhesive onto
the surface.

4. Place the tiles: Carefully place each handmade tile onto the adhesive,
pressing them firmly to ensure proper adhesion.

5. Level and space: Use tile spacers to maintain consistent spacing between
tiles and ensure a level surface.

6. Grouting: Once the adhesive has dried, remove the spacers and apply grout
to fill in the gaps between the tiles.

7. Clean and seal: After the grout has dried, clean the tiles using a damp
sponge. Apply a sealant to protect the tiles from stains and moisture.

Inspiration for Incorporating Handmade Tiles into Your Home

Handmade tiles can be used in a variety of ways to enhance the beauty of your
home. Here are a few ideas to spark your creativity:

Kitchen backsplash: Create a stunning focal point in your kitchen by installing
a vibrant, hand-painted tile backsplash.

Bathroom accent wall: Transform your bathroom into a spa-like oasis by
using custom tiles to create an eye-catching accent wall.

Fireplace surround: Give your living room a cozy and elegant feel by tiling
the fireplace surround with handmade tiles featuring intricate designs.

Patio or outdoor space: Add a touch of artistry to your outdoor area by using
handmade tiles to create a unique patio floor or decorative elements.



With handmade tile design, the possibilities are limitless. Let your creativity soar
and incorporate these custom tiles into your home to truly showcase your
personal style and elevate your living spaces.
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Handmade Tile is a contemporary guide for ceramic artists and anyone interested
in custom tile installations—from making, designing, and decorating to designing
your space and installation.

No matter how many years of experience you have as a ceramic artist or how
many home-improvement projects you’ve tackled, nothing prepares you for the
unique world of ceramic tile. From concept and design, through firing and
installation, ceramic tiling is one of the few places in a home where art is
permanently installed as a feature of a room.

In Handmade Tile, Forrest Lesch-Middelton shares everything he’s learned as the
founder and owner of the custom tile business FLM Ceramics and Tile. From his
years as a one-man operation to his current production facility, Forrest has seen it
all and helps you every step of the way. Whether you want to make your own tile,
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or want to use artistic and custom-made tile in your home, this book has
everything you need.

Key features of the book include:

Making Tile: key tools, rolling, cutting, extruding

Decorating: glazes, image transfer, cuerda seca, underglaze, slip

Designing Your Space: tile in context, choosing your tile, codes and
standards

Installation: removing old tile, backing, preparing surfaces, setting, grouting

Galleries and interviews with today’s top workings artists in tile round out the
package. Featured artists include Allison Bloom, Boris Aldridge, Disc Interiors, PV
Tile, and more. 
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