
How Messianic Terrorism, Tribal Conflicts,
and the Failures of Great Powers Shape Our
World

When we reflect upon the current state of global affairs, we are often confronted
with a troubling reality: messianic terrorism, tribal conflicts, and the repeated
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failures of great powers. These interconnected phenomena have significant
implications for the stability, security, and harmony of our planet. In this in-depth
analysis, we will explore the historical roots, the present-day manifestations, and
the potential solutions that might alleviate these pressing issues.

The Rise of Messianic Terrorism

Messianic terrorism, a relatively recent development in our geopolitical
landscape, refers to acts of violence committed by individuals or groups who
believe they are fulfilling a divine mission or apocalyptic prophecy. These actors
often employ extreme ideologies and are willing to sacrifice innocent lives in their
pursuit of religious or political objectives.
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One striking example of messianic terrorism is the notorious cult led by Charles
Manson during the late 1960s. Manson and his followers committed a series of
brutal murders, believing they were initiating a race war that would usher in a new
era of enlightenment. Such cases illustrate how charismatic leaders can exploit
vulnerable minds to carry out devastating acts.
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Moreover, the rise of religious extremism in the twenty-first century has further
fueled messianic terrorism. Groups like ISIS, Boko Haram, and Al-Qaeda claim to
act upon divine authority, employing violence and terror as a means to achieve
their respective goals. The consequences have been catastrophic, impacting not
only the regions where these groups operate but also sending shockwaves
throughout the world.

Tribal Conflicts: The Battle for Identity and Resources
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Tribal conflicts, on the other hand, seem to be deeply rooted in human history.
Rivalries, fueled by ancient feuds, territorial disputes, or struggles for resources,
have engendered violence and bloodshed across countless civilizations and
continents.

In countries like Sudan, Somalia, or Afghanistan, tribal conflicts continue to shape
the political landscape, hindering progress and development. The lack of political
institutions, economic opportunities, and infrastructure exacerbate the tensions,
making conflict resolution an arduous task.

However, it is essential to recognize that tribal conflicts are not exclusive to so-
called "developing" countries. Even in advanced societies, conflicts rooted in
identity politics and cultural divisions persist. Brexit, for instance, exemplifies how
tribalistic allegiances can lead to deep divisions within a nation-state, ultimately
undermining overall societal cohesion.



The Failures of Great Powers: Lessons from History

Throughout history, great powers have risen and fallen, their failures often
contributing to global unrest and conflict. In many instances, these failures can be
traced back to a lack of understanding or miscalculation of regional dynamics,
cultural intricacies, and the aspirations of local populations.
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The United States' involvement in the Vietnam War serves as a sobering
reminder of a great power's limitations and vulnerability. The American
intervention, driven by an ideological zeal to contain communism, resulted in a
quagmire that lasted for years, costing tens of thousands of lives and tarnishing
the nation's international reputation.

Similarly, the collapse of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s led to a power
vacuum and unleashed a wave of ethnic conflicts across Eastern Europe and
Central Asia. The inability of the international community to effectively mediate
and prevent these conflicts demonstrated the limitations of great powers in
maintaining stability and security.

Seeking Solutions: Toward a More Peaceful World

Addressing the complex issues of messianic terrorism, tribal conflicts, and the
failures of great powers requires a multifaceted approach that combines
diplomatic efforts, grassroots initiatives, and global partnerships.

First and foremost, it is crucial to promote education and critical thinking to
counteract the appeal of messianic ideologies. By empowering individuals to
question extremist narratives and providing alternative pathways for expressing
grievances, we can prevent the radicalization of vulnerable individuals.

Moreover, investing in robust and inclusive political institutions, economic
development, and infrastructure projects is paramount in reducing tribal conflicts.
By addressing the root causes of these conflicts and empowering local
communities, sustainable peace and stability can be achieved.

Lastly, the failures of great powers can be mitigated by fostering dialogue,
cooperation, and mutual understanding. Multilateral organizations, such as the
United Nations, must have the capacity and authority to mediate conflicts



effectively, preventing the outbreak of violence and ensuring a more equitable
global order.

The entanglement of messianic terrorism, tribal conflicts, and the failures of great
powers presents a complex and daunting challenge. However, if we approach
these issues with an open mind, a willingness to learn from history, and a
commitment to global cooperation, we can strive towards a more peaceful,
secure, and harmonious world.

Let us remember that the fate of our planet lies not only in the hands of great
powers but also in the collective actions and aspirations of individuals who
believe in the power of solidarity and empathy.
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As Ambassador and Special Envoy on Afghanistan from 1989 to 1992, Peter
Tomsen has had close relationships with Afghan leaders and has dealt with
senior Taliban, warlords, and religious leaders involved in the region's conflicts
over the last two decades. Now Tomsen draws on a rich trove of never-before-
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published material to shed new light on the American involvement in the long and
continuing Afghan war.

This book offers a deeply informed perspective on how Afghanistan's history as a
"shatter zone" for foreign invaders and its tribal society have shaped the modern
Afghan narrative. It brings to life the appallingly misinformed secret operations by
foreign intelligence agencies, including the Soviet NKVD and KGB, the Pakistani
ISI, and the CIA.

American policy makers, Tomsen argues, still do not understand Afghanistan; nor
do they appreciate how the CIA's covert operations and the Pentagon's military
strategy have strengthened extremism in the country. At this critical time, he
shows how the U.S. and the coalition it leads can assist the region back to peace
and stability.
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