
How Radio Broadcast And The War Of The
Worlds Sparked The 1938 Invasion Of

The year was 1938, a time when radio broadcasting was becoming an integral
part of people's lives, providing entertainment, news, and a medium to connect
with the world. October 30th, that year, became a significant milestone in the
history of radio as a broadcast of "The War of the Worlds" took the nation by
storm, not only sparking fear and panic but also leading to rumors of an invasion
that highlighted the power of mass media.

The Rise of Radio Broadcasts

Radio had revolutionized communication since its inception in the early 20th
century. By the 1930s, it had established itself as a primary source of information
and entertainment, with families gathering around their radios for regular
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programming. Radio braved through one of the toughest times in history, the
Great Depression, and emerged as a trusted friend for many.
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The popular radio programs of that era included gripping radio dramas that
transported listeners into imaginary worlds. These dramas were often adapted
from literary works and captivated the audience with their detailed storytelling and
immersive sound effects.

The Infamous Broadcast

"The War of the Worlds," an adaptation of H.G. Wells' iconic science fiction novel,
was brought to life by Orson Welles and his Mercury Theatre on the Air. Airing on
the evening of October 30th, 1938, it was presented as a series of news bulletins
interrupting regular programming, simulating a live invasion of aliens from Mars.

The radio play was so convincing that many listeners tuned in after the initial
disclaimer, missing the announcement that it was a fictional production. As panic
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swept across the nation, people believed the invasion was real, and chaos
ensued in the streets.

Mass Panic and Social Repercussions

The hysteria sparked by the radio broadcast quickly became the talk of the town.
News outlets caught wind of the situation, and sensationalized headlines fueled
the fear even further. The newspapers reported stories of people fleeing their
homes, clogging highways, and seeking safety from the alleged extraterrestrial
attack. The massive reaction demonstrated the immense power of media to
shape public perception and induce panic.

Subsequent investigations and studies examined the reasons behind the
unprecedented public reaction. Factors such as the realistic and immersive
nature of the broadcast, the lack of proper disclaimers for latecomers, and the
already tense international climate of impending war in Europe all contributed to
the mass hysteria.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

The fallout from the infamous broadcast was far-reaching. It triggered debates
over media responsibility, leading to stricter regulations and guidelines for
broadcasters. The incident also served as a reminder to the public about the
need to critically analyze information and double-check sources before accepting
them as truth, a lesson as relevant today as it was back then.

While some criticized the radio industry for causing unnecessary hysteria, others
praised the abilities of radio dramas to immerse their audiences to such an
extent. Regardless, it marked a significant turning point in the history of
broadcasting and led to advancements in the field, fostering responsible
journalism and entertainment.



The 1938 broadcast of "The War of the Worlds" remains a testament to the power
of radio and the impact it can have on shaping public perception. The panic and
chaos it generated offer valuable lessons on the responsible dissemination of
information and the critical thinking required to navigate through media storms. It
stands as a milestone in history, reminding us of the fine line between captivating
entertainment and potential societal upheaval.
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This book for young readers explores in riveting detail the false panic created by
the famous War of the Worlds radio broadcast from 1938—as well as the
repercussions of "fake news" today.
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On the night of October 30, 1938, thousands of Americans panicked when they
believed that Martians had invaded Earth. What appeared to be breaking news
about an alien invasion was in fact a radio drama based on H. G. Wells's War of
the Worlds, performed by Orson Welles and his Mercury Theatre players. Some
listeners became angry once they realized they had been tricked, and the
reaction to the broadcast sparked a national discussion about fake news,
propaganda, and the role of radio. In this compelling nonfiction chapter book, Gail
Jarrow explores the production of the broadcast, the aftermath, and the concept
of "fake news" in the media.
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