How The United States And The Philippines
Built America First Pacific Century

The United States and the Philippines have had a long and intertwined history
that has played a significant role in the development of America's dominance in
the Pacific region. This article explores the key moments and events that shaped

this partnership and led to the rise of the Pacific Century for the United States.

1. Early Encounters and Colonialism

The initial contact between the United States and the Philippines can be traced
back to the time when the U.S. acquired the archipelago as a result of the Treaty
of Paris in 1898. This milestone marked the transition of the Philippines from

Spanish colonial rule to an American colony. The American occupation brought
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various changes, including the of English as the official language and the

implementation of American-style governance.
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In the years that followed, the United States invested heavily in developing
infrastructure, education, and public health systems in the Philippines. These
efforts aimed to modernize the newly acquired territory, establish a strong
presence in the Pacific, and gradually assimilate the Filipino population into

American culture.

2. World War Il and Mutual Assistance

World War 1l played a pivotal role in solidifying the bond between the United
States and the Philippines. When Japan invaded the Philippines in 1941, the US
and Filipino forces fought side by side to defend the archipelago. Despite initial
setbacks, the Allies launched a successful counter-offensive, liberating the
Philippines in 1945.
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This period of shared sacrifice and struggle deepened the friendship between the
two nations. The United States played a crucial role in helping rebuild the
Philippines after the war, providing financial aid and technological expertise. This
assistance paved the way for the post-war economic recovery and set the stage

for a prosperous future.

3. Cold War Allies and Strategic Importance

As the Cold War unfolded, the United States identified the strategic importance of
the Philippines in maintaining its influence in Southeast Asia. The archipelago
served as a key base for American military operations and intelligence gathering

during this period.

The signing of the Mutual Defense Treaty in 1951 further strengthened the
alliance between the two nations. This treaty ensured that both countries would
come to each other's assistance in the event of an armed attack. The presence of
American military personnel and bases in the Philippines became a symbol of the

regional balance of power and a deterrent against potential aggressors.

4. Economic Partnership and Trade

In addition to military cooperation, the United States and the Philippines also
developed a strong economic partnership. The Philippines became an important
market for American goods, and the United States became one of the largest

investors in the country.

The Philippine economy experienced significant growth during the second half of
the 20th century, largely due to American investment and trade relations.
American companies set up manufacturing plants, creating job opportunities and

contributing to the country's industrialization.

5. Cultural Exchange and People-to-People Relations



The cultural exchange between the United States and the Philippines has been
instrumental in shaping the Pacific Century. Filipino Americans comprise one of
the largest Asian American groups in the United States, contributing significantly

to American society and culture.

Moreover, the strong historical links between the two nations have fostered
mutual understanding and friendship between the people of the United States
and the Philippines. This has led to various educational, cultural, and tourism

exchanges, further strengthening the bond between the two countries.

The United States and the Philippines have shared a remarkable journey that has
shaped the Pacific Century. From colonial beginnings to strategic alliances,
economic partnerships, and vibrant cultural ties, the cooperation between these
two nations has been vital in building America's dominant position in the Pacific

region.

As we move further into the 21st century, it is essential to recognize the
significance of this relationship and the continuing potential for collaboration

between the United States and the Philippines to shape the future of the Pacific

Century.
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A sweeping history of America's long and fateful military relationship with the
Philippines amid a century of Pacific warfare

Ever since US troops occupied the Philippines in 1898, generations of Filipinos
have served in and alongside the US armed forces. In Bound by War, historian
Christopher Capozzola reveals this forgotten history, showing how war and
military service forged an enduring, yet fraught, alliance between Americans and
Filipinos.

As the US military expanded in Asia, American forces confronted their Pacific
rivals from Philippine bases. And from the colonial-era Philippine Scouts to post-
9/11 contractors in Iraq and Afghanistan, Filipinos were crucial partners in the
exercise of US power. Their service reshaped Philippine society and politics and
brought thousands of Filipinos to America.

Telling the epic story of a century of conflict and migration, Bound by War is a
fresh, definitive portrait of this uneven partnership and the two nations it

transformed.
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