
How To Build Story Or The Big What If
Have you ever found yourself engrossed in a captivating story that transports you
to a different world? Have you wondered how authors create these narratives that
keep readers hooked from beginning to end? Building a compelling story requires
careful planning, creativity, and an imaginative spark that ignites the "what if" in
our minds. In this article, we will delve into the process of crafting a story and
explore the power of imagination in storytelling.

1. Finding Inspiration

Every great story starts with a single idea. Sometimes, inspiration strikes like a
lightning bolt, but most of the time, it needs to be sought after. As a writer, you
must keep your senses open to the world around you. Observe the people and
places you encounter – they might be the beginnings of something extraordinary.
Additionally, reading different genres, watching movies, or simply engaging in
everyday conversations can spark that "what if" question in your mind.

2. Developing Characters

The characters in your story are the lifeblood that drives the narrative forward.
Spend time building fully fleshed-out characters with distinct personalities,
motivations, and flaws. Consider their backgrounds, relationships, and how they
might evolve throughout the story. Characters are the lenses through which
readers experience the world you create, so make them relatable and multi-
dimensional.
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3. Defining the Setting

A vivid and immersive setting can transport readers to new realms and make the
story come alive. Whether it's a bustling city, a quaint village, or a fantastical
world, the setting should serve a purpose in your story. Describe the surroundings
in detail, appealing to the senses of sight, sound, smell, and touch. Engage your
readers by painting a picture in their minds, allowing their imaginations to run
wild.

4. Plot and Pacing

A well-crafted plot is like a roller coaster ride, filled with twists, turns, and
unexpected surprises. Outline the main events of your story and how they
connect to create a cohesive narrative. Ensure that each scene serves a purpose
and advances the plot or character development. Strategic pacing is essential to
maintain the reader's interest, varying between moments of tension and calm to
create a captivating rhythm.

5. The Big "What If"

The "what if" question is the heart of every captivating story. It forms the basis of
the conflict and fuels the character's journey. Ask yourself daring questions that
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challenge the ordinary and explore uncharted territories of imagination. What if a
man could time travel? What if magic existed in our world? What if aliens landed
on Earth? The possibilities are endless, and the more daring your question, the
more intriguing your story becomes.

6. Building Suspense

Suspense keeps readers on the edge of their seats, eagerly turning the page to
uncover the next revelation. Use literary techniques such as foreshadowing,
cliffhangers, and unexpected twists to build suspense throughout your story.
Leave breadcrumbs of anticipation that make readers desperately crave
resolution. The element of surprise can create a lasting impact on your audience.

7. Emotional Connection

For a story to truly resonate, readers must forge an emotional connection with the
characters and their experiences. Infuse your narrative with relatable emotions,
whether it's love, fear, loss, or triumph. Write with authenticity and empathy,
allowing readers to feel the highs and lows alongside the characters. Emotional
engagement will captivate readers and make your story unforgettable.

Building a compelling story is a rewarding journey that requires imagination,
creativity, and attention to detail. By finding inspiration, developing well-rounded
characters, and crafting an immersive setting, you lay the foundation for a
memorable narrative. Remember to rely on the power of "what if" to drive your
story forward and incorporate suspense and emotional connections to keep
readers engaged until the very end. So, what are you waiting for? Start building
your story and let your imagination run wild.
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From bestselling author Frances O’Roark Dowell comes a “fresh, interesting, and
unique” (Kirkus Reviews) guide to storytelling that breaks down the sometimes-
daunting writing process into straightforward, doable steps, just right for budding
writers!

If you’ve written anything, ever, you’re already a writer—so, congratulations! As
many aspiring authors know, though, telling an actual, complete story is, well, a
different story.

As unfinished drafts pile up and writers’ block strikes, it may start to feel like
there’s a special formula to finishing a project that you’re just not getting. But
crafting a story isn’t magic, if you have a little know-how! And here it is—know-
how! In her witty, clever way, critically acclaimed author Frances O’Roark Dowell
explains the storytelling process with simple, easy-to-understand steps. Follow
along as she shares sample stories and identifies building blocks and obstacles
to conquer—all hilariously illustrated, in a way that’ll have you typing all the way
to the end of your own story.

In addition to writing many books including Shooting the Moon and Dovey Coe,
Frances O’Roark Dowell has over a decade’s experience teaching writing
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workshops for kids. Ready, set, write!
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