
Indelible City Dispossession And Defiance In
Hong Kong
Hong Kong, known as the Pearl of the Orient, has long been a city of intrigue and
glamour. Its towering skyscrapers, bustling streets, and vibrant culture have
attracted millions of tourists from around the world. However, beneath the glossy
surface lies a city grappling with issues of dispossession and defiance.

The issue of dispossession in Hong Kong can be traced back to its colonial past.
For over a century, Hong Kong was a British colony, with the British ruling over
the city and its inhabitants with an iron fist. This period of colonial rule led to the
displacement of many local residents and the establishment of a deep-rooted
sense of injustice that still lingers today.

Over the years, as Hong Kong transitioned from a British colony to a Special
Administrative Region of China, the issue of dispossession only intensified. Rapid
urbanization and development projects fueled by the city's booming economy
have resulted in the eviction and forced relocation of thousands of residents,
particularly those living in low-income neighborhoods.
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One such neighborhood is the renowned Kowloon Walled City. Once a lawless
enclave that housed a labyrinthine network of illegal activities, the Walled City
was eventually demolished in the 1990s to make way for a park. The demolition
of the Walled City not only displaced its residents but also erased an important
part of Hong Kong's history and cultural heritage.

However, despite being subjected to repeated acts of dispossession, the people
of Hong Kong have also shown remarkable defiance. In recent years, the city has
become a battleground for protests and demonstrations demanding political
autonomy and greater democracy. The Umbrella Movement in 2014 and the
ongoing protests against the controversial extradition bill in 2019 are prime
examples of the indomitable spirit of Hong Kong's citizens.

These acts of defiance are fueled by a deep sense of identity and a desire for
self-determination. Hong Kong's residents see themselves as distinct from
mainland China, with a unique history, culture, and way of life. They fear that the
erosion of their freedoms and the increasing influence of Beijing will lead to the
disappearance of their cherished city.

Hong Kong is an indelible city, marked by both dispossession and defiance. Its
residents continue to fight for their rights and assert their autonomy in the face of
adversity. As the world watches, it remains to be seen how this struggle will
unfold and what the future holds for the Pearl of the Orient.
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, the story of indelible city dispossession and defiance in Hong Kong is a complex
and multifaceted one. From its colonial past to its present-day struggles, Hong
Kong continues to navigate the difficult path towards self-determination and
autonomy. The city's residents, with their unwavering spirit and determination,
serve as a source of inspiration for people around the world fighting for their
rights and freedoms. The indelible mark of dispossession may have left scars on
Hong Kong, but its defiant spirit burns bright, reminding us of the enduring power
of the human spirit.

Read more about Hong Kong protests and the fight for autonomy.
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An award-winning journalist and longtime Hong Konger indelibly captures the
place, its people, and the untold history they are claiming, just as it is being
erased.

The story of Hong Kong has long been dominated by competing myths: to Britain,
a “barren rock” with no appreciable history; to China, a part of Chinese soil from
time immemorial, at last returned to the ancestral fold. For decades, Hong Kong’s
history was simply not taught, especially to Hong Kongers, obscuring its origins
as a place of refuge and rebellion. When protests erupted in 2019 and were met
with escalating suppression from Beijing, Louisa Lim—raised in Hong Kong as a
half-Chinese, half-English child, and now a reporter who has covered the region
for nearly two decades—realized that she was uniquely positioned to unearth the
city’s untold stories.
 
Lim’s deeply researched and personal account casts startling new light on key
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moments: the British takeover in 1842, the negotiations over the 1997 return to
China, and the future Beijing seeks to impose. Indelible City features guerrilla
calligraphers, amateur historians and archaeologists, and others who, like Lim,
aim to put Hong Kongers at the center of their own story. Wending through it all is
the King of Kowloon, whose iconic street art both embodied and inspired the
identity of Hong Kong—a site of disappearance and reappearance, power and
powerlessness, loss and reclamation.
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