
Japan Runs Wild 1942-1943: War In The Far
East
Japan Runs Wild 1942-1943: War In The Far East was a significant period during
World War II, where the Japanese forces unleashed a series of successful
military campaigns across the Pacific region. This article delves into the events,
tactics, and consequences of this pivotal period in history.

During the early years of the war, Japan was determined to expand its empire
and secure vital resources throughout the Pacific. Consequently, it embarked on
a series of well-coordinated campaigns that allowed it to swiftly conquer vast
territories, pushing its boundaries to their limits. The period between 1942 and
1943 witnessed some of Japan's most impressive military successes, but also
marked the beginning of their decline as they faced increasing resistance from
the Allied forces.

The Fall of Singapore

One of the major turning points during this period was the fall of Singapore in
February 1942. Known as the "Gibraltar of the East," the British-controlled
Singapore was considered virtually impregnable. However, the Japanese forces,
led by General Tomoyuki Yamashita, devised a brilliant strategy that involved a
surprise attack from multiple directions, leading to the subsequent surrender of
British, Australian, and Indian troops. The fall of Singapore was a devastating
blow to the Allies and firmly established Japan as the dominant power in
Southeast Asia.
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The Bataan Death March

Another infamous event during this period was the Bataan Death March.
Following the surrender of the American and Filipino forces in Bataan, around
78,000 prisoners of war were forced to undertake a grueling march of
approximately 65 miles to a Japanese prison camp. The conditions were harsh,
with prisoners suffering from dehydration, starvation, and maltreatment.
Thousands perished during this horrific journey, making it one of the darkest
chapters in the history of World War II.

Battle of Midway

The Battle of Midway, fought in June 1942, marked a significant turning point in
the war in the Far East. Japan planned to eliminate the remaining American
carriers following their success at Pearl Harbor. However, through a combination
of superior intelligence and tactical brilliance, the US forces managed to surprise
the Japanese fleet and decisively defeat them. The Battle of Midway inflicted
significant losses on the Japanese fleet, effectively stopping their advance across
the Pacific and shifting the momentum in favor of the Allies.

Guadalcanal Campaign
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The Guadalcanal Campaign, which took place from August 1942 to February
1943, was a pivotal struggle between the Japanese and Allied forces. The
Japanese aimed to seize control of the strategic island of Guadalcanal, which
would provide them with an ideal location to threaten key Allied supply lines.
However, the Allies, primarily comprising American and Australian forces, fought
ferociously to defend the island. The campaign was characterized by intense
battles on land, sea, and air, resulting in heavy losses for both sides. Eventually,
the Allies emerged victorious and secured a crucial foothold in the Pacific.

The Tide Turns

By the end of 1943, Japan's initial successes began to wane. The tide had turned
against them as the Allied forces, determined to halt their expansion, ventured on
a counter-offensive. The balance of power gradually shifted, and Japan found
itself on the defensive. The ensuing years would witness fierce battles and the
gradual erosion of Japan's once great empire.

The Japan Runs Wild 1942-1943 period was a tumultuous time marked by
significant victories and devastating losses. Japan's rapid expansion across the
Pacific showcased their military prowess, but it also set the stage for their
ultimate downfall. The events and campaigns during this period laid the
groundwork for the Allied forces to retake territories and eventually bring an end
to the war in the Far East. It serves as a reminder of the human cost of war and
the importance of learning from history.
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The author of Storm Clouds Over the Pacific, 1931–1941 chronicles Japan’s
dramatic reversal of fortune as Allied forces gained advantage during WWII.

In early 1942, the Imperial Japanese Army and Navy were advancing on all
fronts, humiliating Allied forces throughout the Pacific. In a matter of months,
Japan had conquered an area larger than Hitler’s empire at its apex. Hawaiians
and Australians feared a future under Hirohito. The fate of half of mankind was
hanging in the balance.

But by the end of 1943, the tables had turned entirely. The American-led military
machine had kicked into gear, and the Japanese were fighting a defensive battle
along a frontline that crossed thousands of miles of land and sea. In Japan Runs
Wild, 1942–1943, historian Peter Harmsen details the astonishing transformation
that took place in that period, setting the Allies on a path to ultimate victory over
Japan.

The second installment of Peter Harmsen’s three-part history, Japan Runs Wild,
1942–1943 continues his comprehensive chronicle of the Pacific Theater during
the Second World War. Giving due emphasis to the Japanese-American struggle,
Harmsen also sheds light on the other peoples involved, including the British,
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Australians, Soviets, Filipinos, Indians, and Koreans. Above all, the central
importance of China is highlighted in a way that no previous general history of the
war against Japan has achieved.
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