
Journey In Southern Siberia: Witness the
Untouched Beauty and Rich Culture
Are you ready to embark on a thrilling adventure into the heart of Southern
Siberia? Get ready to be captivated by the breathtaking landscapes, ancient
traditions, and the mystique that this region has to offer. Join us on a journey of a
lifetime as we delve into the hidden gems of Southern Siberia.

Unlocking the Mysteries of Southern Siberia

Southern Siberia is a land shrouded in mysteries and legends. With its vast
territory stretching from the majestic Altai Mountains to the remote regions of
Tuva and Khakassia, this part of the world is filled with awe-inspiring landscapes,
diverse wildlife, and a rich cultural heritage.

As you embark on your journey, be prepared to step into a world that seems
untouched by time. The pristine forests, crystal-clear lakes, and towering
mountains will leave you in awe. Nature enthusiasts will be thrilled to explore the
stunning Altai Republic, with its snow-capped peaks and breathtaking valleys. Get
ready to experience adrenaline-pumping hikes and witness the stunning beauty
of untouched wilderness.
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Discovering Ancient Traditions

One of the highlights of your journey will be the opportunity to immerse yourself in
the ancient traditions and cultures of the indigenous people of Southern Siberia.
From the enchanting throat singing of the Tuvans to the unique shamanic rituals
of the Altai people, you will be mesmerized by the rich tapestry of traditions that
have been passed down through generations.

Visiting the traditional villages will give you a glimpse into the daily lives of these
indigenous communities. Learn the art of felt-making from skilled artisans, try
your hand at horse riding like a true nomad, or join in a traditional dance around a
roaring bonfire. Your interactions with the locals will not only create lasting
memories but also offer a deeper understanding of their way of life.

Exploring the Enigmatic Altai Mountains

The Altai Mountains, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, hold countless wonders
waiting to be discovered. Home to rare species such as the snow leopard and the
Altai argali, these mountains are a nature lover's paradise. The diverse flora and
fauna will leave you amazed as you venture into these remote and pristine
landscapes.

The Altai Mountains are also a treasure trove for history enthusiasts. Uncover
ancient petroglyphs that tell stories of a bygone era or visit the burial mounds of
ancient nomadic civilizations. Each step taken in this rugged terrain will transport
you back in time and unravel the mysteries of this enigmatic land.
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Experiencing the Hospitality and Warmth of the Locals

No journey to Southern Siberia is complete without indulging in the warm
hospitality and genuine kindness of the locals. The people of this region are
known for their generous and welcoming nature, which adds an extra layer of
warmth to your adventure.

Whether you choose to stay in a traditional yurt, a cozy guesthouse, or a local
homestay, you will be treated to authentic Siberian cuisine that will tantalize your
taste buds. From hearty dumplings to delicious smoked fish, be prepared for a
culinary journey that showcases the flavors of the region.

A journey through Southern Siberia is an experience that will stay with you
forever. From the stunning natural landscapes to the rich cultural heritage, this
region offers a unique blend of adventure and discovery. So, pack your bags,
make sure your camera is ready, and get ready for a journey into the heart of
Southern Siberia, where untouched beauty and ancient traditions await.
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Jeremiah Curtin, writer, polyglot, ethnographer and folklorist, travelled in 1900 to
central Siberia to study the religion and folklore of the Buryat people. The Buryats
are one branch of the Mongols, who at one point conquered a large swath of
Asia, Europe and India. Their home is around Lake Baikal in central Siberia. The
first third of this book is a travelogue which describes Curtin's Siberian journey;
this is a fascinating glimpse at Tsarist Siberia just before the Revolution. The last
two-thirds of the book is an extraordinary record of the mythology of the Buryats.
The lore is of great interest, resembling in its fluid, dreamlike narrative the Native
American tales. There are many elements found elsewhere through Asia and
Europe such as epic horses (and horse sacrifices),battles with giants, a World-
mountain and 'the water of life', (see The Epic of Gilgamesh). There are also
unique elements such as heroes with oracular books embedded in their bodies.

This one of the last of Curtin's books, published after his death in 1906.--J.B.
Hare
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