
Journey To Abandoned Destinations From
Around The Globe - Unexpected Atlases
Have you ever desired an adventure that takes you off the beaten path to
discover the hidden treasures of the world? Exploring abandoned destinations
can be a thrilling and captivating experience that exposes you to the mysteries of
forgotten places. In this article, we will dive into the journey of unexpected
atlases, showcasing these abandoned destinations from around the globe.

Abandoned cities, forgotten castles, and derelict factories have an eerie beauty
that captivates the imagination. Every fading structure has a story to tell, a
forgotten chapter in the book of human history. Prepare to embark on a journey
that will transport you through time and space, revealing the secrets of these
unexpected atlases.

Battleship Island, Japan
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Located off the coast of Nagasaki, Japan, Battleship Island, also known as
Hashima Island, is a hauntingly stunning place frozen in time. This abandoned
city was once a bustling coal mining settlement that provided fuel for the
industrialization of Nagasaki. The crumbling buildings and decaying structures
offer a glimpse into the lives of the workers who once inhabited this desolate
island. Its mysterious atmosphere has made it a popular setting for movies and
video games.

Pripyat, Ukraine

The infamous city of Pripyat, located near the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant,
stands as a chilling reminder of the catastrophic nuclear disaster that occurred in
1986. Evacuated following the reactor explosion, Pripyat has become a ghost
town frozen in time. Nature has slowly reclaimed the city streets, blending with
the decaying buildings to create an eerie and post-apocalyptic landscape. Pripyat
is a testament to the devastating consequences of human error and a sobering
reminder of the power of nature.
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Craco, Italy

Perched high on a hilltop in the region of Basilicata, Craco is an abandoned
village with a rich history dating back over a thousand years. Due to natural
disasters and economic decline, the inhabitants were forced to abandon the
village in the 1960s. Walking through the deserted stone streets of Craco feels
like stepping into a forgotten time. The crumbling buildings and empty squares
are a testament to the village's resilience and serve as a melancholic reminder of
its former glory.

Poveglia, Italy
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Located in the Venetian Lagoon, Poveglia Island is rumored to be one of the most
haunted places in the world. Once used as a quarantine station for those afflicted
with the bubonic plague, it later housed a mental asylum where unspeakable
horrors occurred. Today, the crumbling buildings echo with the whispers of
history, and the overgrown vegetation adds to the eerie atmosphere.

Gunkanjima, Japan
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Gunkanjima, also known as Battleship Island, is another abandoned destination
in Japan. Situated near Nagasaki, this island was once a thriving coal mining
community. However, when petroleum replaced coal as the main energy source,
the island was abandoned, resulting in a surreal landscape of crumbling
apartment buildings and long-forgotten streets. Gunkanjima has gained popularity
as an iconic location for urban explorers and photographers.

Kolmanskop, Namibia
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In the Namib Desert, the abandoned town of Kolmanskop stands as a relic of the
diamond mining boom in Namibia. Once a bustling town with luxurious amenities,
Kolmanskop is now buried by sand, creating an otherworldly setting. Exploring
the dilapidated homes and sand-filled rooms reveals a captivating scene of
isolation and decay.

Abandoned destinations have a unique allure that attracts adventurers and
history enthusiasts alike. They provide a glimpse into the past, reminding us of
the impermanence of human endeavors and the power of nature's reclamation.
Whether it's the haunting beauty of Battleship Island in Japan, the desolate
streets of Pripyat in Ukraine, or the forgotten charm of Craco in Italy, each
abandoned destination has its own story to tell.
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As you plan your next journey, consider embarking on an adventure to these
unexpected atlases. Let the abandoned destinations of the world unveil their
secrets to you, and let your imagination roam freely in the remnants of forgotten
civilizations.

Remember, though, to always prioritize safety and respect any restrictions or
guidelines in place for visiting these abandoned destinations. Happy exploring!
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Original maps and stunning colour photography accompany Travis Elborough’s
moving historic and geographic accounts of each site. The featured locations are
a stark reminder of what was, and the accounts in this investigative book help to
bring their stories back to life, telling us what happened, when and why, and to
whom.

The book features 40 sites, including:

Santa Claus, Arizona, USA: A festive tourist resort turned ghost town deep in
the desert where once you could meet Santa Claus any day of the year;

Crystal Palace Subway, London, UK: One of the city’s best-kept secrets is
an underground, cathedral-like relic from where many Victorian commuters
bustled through;

Montserrat, West Indies: The small Caribbean island with a population of
5,000 that was evacuated when its volcano erupted in 1995. The volcano is
still active and nearly half the island remains a designated exclusion zone;

Balaklava Submarine Base, Crimea: The former top-secret Soviet submarine
base that was kept off all official maps and known as Object 825 GTS;

Volterra Psychiatric Hospital, Tuscany, Italy: Once dubbed ‘the place of no
return’, this long-closed lunatic asylum once housed 6,000 patients who were
never allowed to leave.

Also in the Unexpected Atlas series: Atlas of Improbable Places, Atlas of
Untamed Places, Atlas of the Unexpected and Atlas of Vanishing
Places (WINNER Illustrated Book of the Year - Edward Stanford Travel Writing
Awards 2020).
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