Kazakhstan Recent Developments And
Interests

Kazakhstan, a country located in Central Asia, has been making significant
strides in recent years. With its diverse culture, rich history, and stunning
landscapes, it has become an intriguing destination for investors, travelers, and
adventurers alike. In this article, we will explore the recent developments and

interests in Kazakhstan that make it a must-visit place.

Exploring the Rising Economy

Over the past decade, Kazakhstan has seen substantial economic growth and
has become one of the fastest-growing economies in the world. The primary
driver of this growth is the country's rich endowment of natural resources, such as
oil, gas, and minerals. With a well-established oil and gas sector, Kazakhstan has
attracted major international companies, making it a regional energy hub. This
has led to increased employment opportunities and substantial investments in
infrastructure development, particularly in Astana and Almaty, the country's major

cities.

Revolutionizing Tourism

Kazakhstan's unique blend of modernity and tradition has made it an appealing
tourist destination. The country's efforts to boost its tourism sector have seen
significant results, with a surge in visitor numbers in recent years. From the
cosmopolitan city life of Nur-Sultan (the capital city formerly known as Astana),to
the ancient Silk Road sites of Aimaty and Turkistan, and the breathtaking natural
beauty of the Altai Mountains and the Caspian Sea, Kazakhstan offers something

for every type of traveler.
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One of the main attractions is the world-class ski resort of Shymbulak, located
just outside Almaty. With its stunning mountain scenery and state-of-the-art
facilities, it has become a popular destination for winter sports enthusiasts from
around the globe. Additionally, the country's rich cultural heritage is showcased
through its many museums, art galleries, and traditional festivals, allowing visitors

to immerse themselves in the unique Kazakh way of life.

Boosting Education and Research

Kazakhstan has made significant investments in its education and research
sectors, aiming to promote innovation and develop a highly skilled workforce. The
establishment of Nazarbayev University in 2010, with partnerships and
collaborations with leading international universities, has become a leading
academic institution in the region. The university offers programs in science,
engineering, technology, and other fields, attracting top students and researchers

from around the world.
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Additionally, the country has prioritized STEM education (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics) to meet the demands of the modern job market
and foster innovation in key sectors. This focus on education and research has
positioned Kazakhstan as an emerging destination for academic and

technological advancements.

Promoting Sustainable Energy

Kazakhstan has taken significant steps towards promoting sustainable and
renewable energy sources. With its vast potential for solar and wind power
generation, the country aims to reduce its dependence on traditional fossil fuels
and contribute to global efforts in combating climate change. To achieve this goal,
Kazakhstan has implemented several renewable energy projects, attracting both
local and international investors. These projects include solar power plants, wind
farms, and the of energy-efficient technologies in various industries. Such
initiatives have positioned Kazakhstan as a leader in sustainable energy in

Central Asia.

Investment Opportunities

As Kazakhstan continues to experience growth and development, it offers
numerous investment opportunities across various sectors. With its strategic
location and robust infrastructure, the country serves as a natural gateway
connecting Europe and Asia. The government has implemented favorable
policies to attract foreign investment, with a focus on sectors like agriculture,
manufacturing, and technology. This openness to foreign investors, along with the
abundance of natural resources, creates a conducive environment for business

development and expansion in Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan's recent developments and interests have placed it on the global

map as a destination of immense potential. From its booming economy and



flourishing tourism sector to its focus on education and sustainable energy, the
country offers a range of opportunities for individuals, businesses, and explorers.
Whether you are a history buff, nature lover, or an aspiring entrepreneur,
Kazakhstan promises to captivate your senses and leave you with unforgettable

experiences.

So, pack your bags and embark on a journey to Kazakhstan, a land of wonders

waiting to be discovered.
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Kazakhstan is an important power in Central Asia by virtue of its geographic
location, large territory, ample natural resources, and economic growth, but it
faces ethnic, political, and other challenges to stability. Kazakhstan gained
independence at the end of 1991 after the break-up of the former Soviet Union.
Kazakhstan’s president at the time, Nursultan Nazarbayev, was one of the top
leaders of the former Soviet Union and was instrumental in forming the successor
Commonwealth of Independent States. He has been reelected president of

Kazakhstan several times and in June 2010 was proclaimed the “Leader of the
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Nation” with lifetime ruling responsibilities and privileges. Kazakhstan’s economy
is the strongest in Central Asia, buoyed by oil exports. Its progress in
democratization and respect for human rights has been halting, according to most
observers. Nonetheless, Kazakhstan’s pledges to reform convinced the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to select the

country’s leadership for its 2010 presidency.

According to the Obama Administration, the United States’ strategic aim in
Kazakhstan is to help the country develop into a stable, secure, and democratic
country that embraces free market competition and rule of law, and is a respected
regional leader. Cumulative U.S. aid budgeted for Kazakhstan in fiscal years
1992 through 2010 was $2.05 billion (all program and agency funds),with
Kazakhstan ranking fifth in aid among the 12 Soviet successor states. A large part
of U.S. aid has supported Comprehensive Threat Reduction (CTR) programs to
prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Budgeted aid for
FY2011 was $17.6 million and was $19.3 million for FY2012. Requested aid for
FY2014 is $12.2 million (these latter amounts include foreign assistance listed in
the Congressional Budget Justification for Foreign Operations, and exclude
Defense and Energy Department funding; country data for FY2013 is not yet
available). Among congressional actions, foreign operations appropriations since
FY2003 have barred assistance to the government of Kazakhstan unless the
Secretary of State determines and reports that Kazakhstan has significantly
improved its human rights record. A waiver on national security grounds has been

exercised in recent years.

Reportedly responding to a U.S. appeal, the Kazakh legislature in May 2003
approved sending military engineers to assist in coalition operations in Irag. The
27 troops trained Iraqgis in de- mining and water purification. They pulled out of

Iraq in late 2008. Since 2009, Kazakhstan has permitted air and land transit for



U.S. and NATO troops and equipment—as part of the Northern Distribution
Network—to support stabilization operations in Afghanistan. In mid-May 2011, the
Kazakh legislature demurred on sending some military officers to take part in
noncombat missions in Afghanistan, citing popular opposition to sending such
personnel to Afghanistan. In 2012, Kazakhstan agreed to facilitate the egress of

troops and material from Afghanistan.
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