
Life And Death In The South Vietnamese
Army: Modern War Studies

The Vietnam War was one of the most brutal and devastating conflicts of the 20th
century. While much has been written about the experiences of American
soldiers, the stories of those who fought on the South Vietnamese side are often
overlooked. In this article, we will delve into the life and death of the brave
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soldiers in the South Vietnamese Army, shedding light on their significant
contributions and sacrifices.

The Formation and Background

The South Vietnamese Army, formally known as the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam (ARVN),was established in 1955 after Vietnam was divided into North
and South. Its primary purpose was to defend South Vietnam from the communist
forces of the North. The ARVN consisted of both conscripts and volunteers who
were drawn from various segments of South Vietnamese society.
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Training in the South Vietnamese Army was intense and rigorous, with soldiers
undergoing grueling physical exercises, combat drills, and tactical training.
Despite facing numerous challenges, the ARVN soldiers displayed unwavering
dedication and resilience.

Life on the Frontlines
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Soldiers in the South Vietnamese Army experienced the horrors and realities of
war firsthand. They were constantly engaged in combat operations against the
Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese Army. Their lives on the frontlines were
marked by constant danger, fear, and uncertainty.

The jungle served as their battlefield, where they fought against a determined
enemy who blended in with the dense vegetation. The soldiers faced ambushes,
booby traps, and guerrilla warfare tactics that made every step a potential threat
to their lives.

Living conditions for the soldiers were harsh. They often endured long periods
without proper rest, food, or supplies. The wet climate, diseases, and lack of
sanitation facilities added to their already challenging circumstances. Despite
these hardships, the soldiers remained committed to their duty, anchored by a
strong sense of patriotism and loyalty.

Brotherhood and Camaraderie

In the face of adversity, the soldiers in the South Vietnamese Army developed
deep bonds of brotherhood and camaraderie. They relied on one another for
support and survival in the midst of the chaos of war. These relationships formed
a crucial part of their daily lives and provided them with moments of respite and
comfort.

Sharing stories, memories, and laughter helped to alleviate the stress and anxiety
of combat. The soldiers often found solace in each other's company, forming
lifelong friendships that transcended the battlefield. These bonds extended
beyond the confines of war and created a network of support for each other and
their families even after the conflict ended.

Sacrifices and Loss



The South Vietnamese soldiers made immense sacrifices in their fight against
communism. They left behind their families, risking their lives to protect their
homeland. Many soldiers faced the heart-wrenching decision to fight or flee,
knowing that their actions had consequences for their loved ones.

The toll of war on the South Vietnamese Army was devastating. Soldiers faced
injuries, disabilities, and psychological trauma. Thousands paid the ultimate price,
sacrificing their lives in the pursuit of the freedom and safety of their nation.

The Legacy of the South Vietnamese Army

The story of the South Vietnamese Army remains an essential part of the Vietnam
War narrative. Despite the outcome of the war, the sacrifices and contributions of
these brave soldiers should not be forgotten. They fought with bravery, honor,
and loyalty, giving their all in the face of overwhelming odds.

Their legacy lives on in the hearts and minds of those who remember their
struggles and their fight to protect South Vietnam. Their stories serve as a
testament to the strength and resilience of the human spirit, even in the bleakest
of circumstances.

The South Vietnamese soldiers demonstrated immense courage and
determination in their fight against communism. Their experiences and sacrifices
deserve recognition and remembrance. By shedding light on their stories, we
honor their contributions and acknowledge the complexity of the Vietnam War.

The South Vietnamese Army and its soldiers stand as a symbol of bravery,
resilience, and sacrifice. They remind us of the human cost of war and the
importance of honoring those who fought, regardless of the outcome. Their lives
and deaths in the name of freedom and their country will forever hold a significant
place in history.
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Choice Outstanding Title

Scorned by allies and enemies alike, the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)
was one of the most maligned fighting forces in modern history. Cobbled together
by U.S. advisers from the remnants of the French-inspired Vietnamese National
Army, it was effectively pushed aside by the Americans in 1965. When toward the
end of the war the army was compelled to reassert itself, it was too little, too late
for all concerned.

In this first in-depth history of the ARVN from 1955 to 1975, Robert Brigham takes
readers into the barracks and training centers of the ARVN to plumb the hearts
and souls of these forgotten soldiers. Through his masterly command of
Vietnamese-language sources—diaries, memoirs, letters, oral interviews, and
more—he explores the lives of ordinary men, focusing on troop morale and
motivation within the context of traditional Vietnamese society and a regime that
made impossible demands upon its soldiers.
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Offering keen insights into ARVN veterans' lives as both soldiers and devout
kinsmen, Brigham reveals what they thought about their American allies, their
Communist enemies, and their own government. He describes the conscription
policy that forced these men into the army for indefinite periods with a shameful
lack of training and battlefield preparation and examines how soldiers felt about
barracks life in provinces far from their homes. He also explores the cultural
causes of the ARVN's estrangement from the government and describes key
military engagements that defined the achievements, failures, and limitations of
the ARVN as a fighting force. Along the way, he explodes some of the myths
about ARVN soldiers' cowardice, corruption, and lack of patriotism that have
made the ARVN the scapegoat for America's defeat.

Ultimately, as Brigham shows, without any real political commitment to a divided
Vietnam or vision for the future, the ARVN retreated into a subnational culture
that redefined the war's meaning: saving their families. His fascinating book gives
us a fuller understanding not only of the Vietnam War but also of the problems
associated with U.S. nation building through military intervention.
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