
Mapping New Frontiers In Theory And
Practice International Relations

International relations have always been a complex and evolving field. As the
world continues to grow more interconnected, scholars and practitioners are
constantly exploring new frontiers in theory and practice. This article aims to map
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out some of these new frontiers and discuss their significance in shaping the
future of international relations.

1. Withstanding the Changing Power Dynamics

The traditional power dynamics in international relations have undergone
significant transformations in recent years. The rise of non-state actors, such as
multinational corporations and non-governmental organizations, has challenged
the dominance of nation-states. This shift has led to a reevaluation of power and
influence in global affairs, forcing scholars and practitioners to develop new
theories and approaches.
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2. Exploring the Role of Technology
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In today's digital age, the role of technology cannot be understated in
international relations. From cybersecurity threats to the use of social media in
diplomacy, technology has become a primary driver of change. Understanding
the impact of technology on international relations requires mapping out new
frontiers in theory and practice, as traditional approaches often fail to capture the
complexities and challenges posed by technological advancements.

3. Environmental Concerns and Sustainable Development

The growing recognition of the detrimental impact of human activities on the
environment has placed environmental concerns at the forefront of international
relations. Issues such as climate change, deforestation, and resource depletion
require global cooperation and innovative approaches. By mapping new frontiers
in sustainable development and environmental diplomacy, scholars and
practitioners can work towards a more sustainable and resilient future.

4. Cultural Diplomacy and Soft Power

Traditional notions of power and influence in international relations often revolve
around military might and economic strength. However, the importance of cultural
diplomacy and soft power has gained significant attention in recent years.
Understanding the role of cultural exchange, public diplomacy, and the ability to
shape narratives is essential in mapping new frontiers that can foster
understanding, cooperation, and lasting peace.

5. Gender and Intersectionality in International Relations

The field of international relations has historically been dominated by male voices
and perspectives. However, there is an increasing recognition of the need to
incorporate gender and intersectionality in theory and practice. By mapping out
new frontiers that take into account diverse experiences and perspectives,



international relations can become more inclusive and better address the
complex challenges of our globalized world.

Mapping new frontiers in theory and practice is crucial in navigating the complex
landscape of international relations. As power dynamics shift, technology
advances, environmental concerns rise, cultural diplomacy gains importance, and
gender perspectives become more prominent, scholars and practitioners must
constantly adapt and explore new approaches. By doing so, we can better
understand and shape the future of international relations, ensuring a more
interconnected and peaceful world.
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How can local experiences and the social transformation generated by modernity
help to enrich our understanding of the international? What might a version of the
much-discussed "non-Western International Relations (IR)" look like? What
continuities and discontinuities from the Philippine experience in particular can be
useful for understanding other post-colonial polities?
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The Philippines makes a fascinating case study of a medium-sized, developing,
post-colonial, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural state in Southeast Asia. Cruz, Adiong
and their contributors map horizons of non-Western approaches in Philippine
experiences of IR, rooted in the Global South, and in local customs and practice.
Examining both theory and praxis, they explore issues as diverse as pre-colonial
history, diplomacy, religion, agrarian reform and the Philippines’ relationship with
key regions in the Global South.

The book will appeal to researchers interested in Southeast Asian Studies and
alternative perspectives on IR.
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