Marines On Ilwo Jima: A Tale of Bravery and
Sacrifice

The Battle of lwo Jima was a defining moment in World War Il and an

extraordinary display of courage and resilience by the United States Marine
Corps. The ferocious battle that took place on a small volcanic island in the
Pacific Ocean witnessed the heroism and sacrifice of thousands of Marines who

fought against a deeply entrenched Japanese force.

The Importance of Iwo Jima
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lwo Jima, a tiny island measuring just 8 square miles, held immense strategic
significance. Its capture would provide the United States with a vital airbase that
could be used to launch attacks on the Japanese mainland. The Japanese
recognized the island's strategic value and had heavily fortified it, turning it into a

virtual fortress.
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The American assault on lwo Jima commenced on February 19, 1945, with the
landing of the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Marine Divisions. The Japanese response was
fierce, and the Marines faced a relentless defense that posed a significant

challenge.

The Battle Unfolds

The battle for Iwo Jima quickly became a treacherous and grueling struggle. The
black volcanic sand, which covered the island's beaches, made it difficult for
Marines to maintain their footing while advancing under heavy enemy fire. The
Japanese had constructed an extensive network of underground tunnels and

fortified positions, requiring Marines to engage in intense close-quarters combat.
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Over the course of 36 days, Marines fought fiercely to capture major Japanese
strongholds, such as Mount Suribachi. The iconic photograph of Marines raising
the American flag on Mount Suribachi became a symbol of the indomitable spirit

of the Marine Corps and the sacrifices made during the battle.

The High Cost of Victory

The Battle of lwo Jima was one of the bloodiest and costliest battles in Marine
Corps history. Approximately 6,800 US servicemen lost their lives, and more than
19,000 were wounded. The Japanese forces fought tenaciously, resulting in
heavy casualties on both sides. The battle represented the epitome of courage

and bravery as Marines made unimaginable sacrifices to secure victory.

The Legacy of the Marines On Ilwo Jima
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The bravery exhibited by the Marines on Iwo Jima is a testament to their
unwavering commitment to protect their fellow Marines and uphold the values of
the United States. Their sacrifices inspired generations of Marines and continue

to serve as a reminder of the courage required to defend freedom.

Today, the memory of the Marines on lwo Jima lives on through various
memorials, including the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Virginia. This
iconic statue depicts the flag-raising on Mount Suribachi and pays tribute to the

Marines who fought valiantly during the battle.

The Battle of lwo Jima remains etched in history as one of the most significant
achievements of the United States Marine Corps. The relentless determination,
valor, and sacrifice displayed by the Marines on this remote island demonstrates
their commitment to freedom and serves as an inspiration to all who follow in their

footsteps.
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The US Marines on lwo Jima, first published in 1945, and written by five on-the-
scene combat correspondents, is a highly readable account of the invasion by
U.S. Marines of this tiny yet strategically important volcanic island. The book is
based on each author's own observations while on the island, plus the
experiences of dozens of men involved in various aspects of the intense fighting.
Presented in chronological order, the battle unfolds from the initial D-Day air force
bombings and naval barrage, to the amphibious assault, to the slow gains made
each day as the Marines inched forward under heavy fire. Despite its small size,
lwo Jima was considered the most heavily fortified island in the world, supporting
thousands of nearly bomb-proof shelters and caves, hundreds of reinforced
machine-gun, mortar, tank, and artillery positions, and more than 20,000 fanatical
Japanese defenders. Included is a roster of Marines killed or missing in the battle,

plus 12 maps and 32 pages of photographs.
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