
Mines Of The American West: Exploring
Graham County, Arizona - Ghost Towns And
Legendary Tales
When it comes to the rich mining history of the American West, Graham County,
Arizona, stands out as a treasure trove of fascinating stories. From the
glimmering mines that once brought prosperity to the area to the ghost towns left
behind, this region holds tales of adventure, tragedy, and legends that still echo
through time. Join us as we embark on a journey through history to uncover the
captivating mines, ghost towns, and legends of Graham County, Arizona.

Discovering the Mines of Graham County

Graham County, located in southeastern Arizona, has played a significant role in
the development of Arizona's mining industry. The county boasts a diverse range
of mineral-rich mountains, attracting miners from all corners of the country in
search of gold, silver, copper, and other valuable resources.

One of the most prominent mines in the area was the Westerfield Mine. Situated
in the Galiuro Mountains, this mine yielded valuable copper and silver during its
operation in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Today, the remnants of the
mine serve as a testament to the industrious miners who once toiled there.
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Another notable mine is the Klondyke Mine, which can be found in the Santa
Teresa Mountains. This mine, discovered at the turn of the 20th century, primarily
produced gold and silver. Its remote location adds an air of mystery, as it was
challenging for miners to access, making their efforts all the more impressive.

As you explore Graham County, you'll also come across the Courtland-Gleeson
Mining District, known for its abundance of copper. Boasting several active mines
during its heyday, this district experienced a bustling period of prosperity before
eventual decline and abandonment, leaving behind the eerie remains of once-
thriving communities.

Unearthing Ghost Towns: Echoes of the Past

Alongside the mines, Graham County is home to several ghost towns that bear
witness to the rise and fall of the mining era. These ghost towns provide a
captivating glimpse into the lives of the hardworking individuals who inhabited
them, only to be deserted once the mines dried up.

A notable ghost town in the area is Cochise, a former mining community nestled
in the foothills of the Dos Cabezas Mountains. Once a prosperous town with over
1,000 residents, Cochise now lies abandoned, with dilapidated buildings standing
as silent reminders of its vibrant past.

Another ghost town worth exploring is the historic town of Gleeson. Founded in
the early 20th century, this town flourished due to its copper mining operations.
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However, as with many mining towns, when the copper mines closed, Gleeson
slowly declined, leaving behind a hauntingly beautiful landscape of crumbling
structures.

While these ghost towns may no longer buzz with activity, their remnants evoke a
sense of nostalgia and a yearning to uncover the stories of those who once called
these places home.

The Legends of Graham County

Beyond the mines and ghost towns, Graham County is steeped in fascinating
legends, passed down through generations. From tales of lost treasures to
encounters with supernatural beings, these stories add an air of mystique to the
already captivating history of the area.

One such legend is that of the Lost Dutchman's Mine. Although primarily
associated with the Superstition Mountains in Arizona, the legend has also made
its way to Graham County. Rumored to be an incredibly rich gold mine hidden
deep within the mountains, many adventurers have set out in search of this
elusive treasure, often meeting with mysterious disappearances or tragic ends.

Another intriguing legend is that of the Apache Wars. Graham County was at the
heart of the conflict between the United States Army and the Apache Native
Americans led by Geronimo. The tales of bravery, survival, and the enduring spirit
of the Apache people are woven into the fabric of the region and continue to
inspire admiration.

These legends and many more epitomize the adventurous spirit that has
characterized the American West for centuries. They serve as reminders of the
allure that the dusty mines and forgotten ghost towns hold, drawing explorers and
history enthusiasts alike to Graham County.



Graham County, Arizona, beckons us to explore its mines, wander through ghost
towns frozen in time, and immerse ourselves in the legends that surround the
area. The combination of a rich mining history, haunting ghost towns, and
captivating legends creates an irresistible calling for those seeking to peel back
the layers of the American West's past.

So, pack your curiosity, venture into the rugged landscapes, and let the tales of
Graham County's mines, ghost towns, and legends enchant you. Uncover the
secrets buried beneath the surface and become a part of the enduring story that
is the American West.
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Graham County, Arizona is the sixteenth of a series of books on Mines of the
American West. The book contains over 825 entries covering mines, historic
mining companies and associated lore in Graham County. The books are
intended for the use of small miners, “rockhounds”, metal-detector enthusiasts,
hikers, campers, off-roaders and others. Modern GPS coordinates have been
associated with most records to allow the reader to do a little “prospecting from
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their computer”, using available on-line tools such as Google Earth. The book is
searchable, by “key word”, so if you want to look at the Gold mines in the County,
you can search on Gold; or, if you want to find the mines on a specific USGS
Quad map (24K, 100K or 250K),the name of the Quad map may be searched.
In this book a number of the mine locations have been reviewed using Google
Earth and the results are included in a Comment section at the end of the entry.
Tools like Google Earth allow the reader to pursue their interests and review
locations when the weather is bad or they only have limited blocks of time. It also
will allow the reader to maximize their use of time when they can physically visit
the areas. Also, as a benefit to physical site visitors, many of the mines have
been grouped by Mining District. This way, if the primary prospect of a visit turns
out to be “not so great”, you have nearby alternatives to focus the visit on.
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