
Movies And Money: The Journey of David
Puttnam - From Filmmaking to Financial
Success
Everyone loves movies. From thrilling action flicks to heartwarming dramas,
movies have transcended cultures and captivated audiences for decades. But
have you ever wondered about the correlation between movies and money? How
these two seemingly different worlds intersect? Let's explore the fascinating
journey of David Puttnam, a renowned filmmaker who not only contributed
massively to the film industry but also made a significant impact in the financial
world.

A Passion for Storytelling

David Puttnam, an English filmmaker, was born on February 25, 1941, in London.
He began his career as a producer in the 1960s and worked on numerous
successful films, including the 1971 hit, "Melody." His keen eye for storytelling
and ability to connect with audiences made him stand out in the highly
competitive film industry.

Puttnam believed that movies had the power to shape society, influence opinions,
and bring about change. He strived to produce films that were not only
entertaining but also thought-provoking. His movies often tackled important social
issues, such as poverty, education, and the environment, making him a respected
figure in the film community.
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Making an Impact Beyond the Big Screen

While Puttnam continued to excel as a filmmaker, his vision extended beyond the
realm of movies. He realized that in order to create meaningful change, he
needed to delve into the financial aspects of the film industry.

In the early 1980s, Puttnam set up his own company, Enigma Productions, and
became involved in film distribution. He understood the importance of financial
stability and strategic planning in the perpetuation of the film industry. Through
Enigma Productions, he invested in various film projects, becoming not just a
filmmaker but also a savvy businessman.

A Revolutionary Approach

Puttnam's innovative mindset led him to explore new ways of producing and
distributing films. He introduced the concept of co-production, where multiple
production companies collaborate to finance and produce a film. This approach
not only reduced financial risk but also enhanced creative collaboration among
different countries and cultures.
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Furthermore, Puttnam believed in nurturing young talent. He spearheaded
initiatives to support emerging filmmakers, providing them with opportunities and
resources to bring their visions to life. This mentorship and support system not
only benefited individual artists but also contributed to the overall growth and
diversification of the film industry.

The Intersection of Movies and Money

As Puttnam delved deeper into the financial side of the film industry, he
recognized the critical role that money plays in the success of any creative
endeavor. He understood that without financial support, even the most compelling
stories may remain untold.

In 1998, Puttnam was appointed Chairman of the National Endowment for
Science, Technology, and the Arts (NESTA),a UK-based organization that
supports innovative projects in various fields. Through his role at NESTA,
Puttnam championed the importance of funding creative industries, including film,
as a means of fostering economic growth and societal progression.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of David Puttnam extends far beyond his contributions to the film
industry. His entrepreneurial spirit, coupled with his creative vision, revolutionized
the way films are produced, distributed, and funded. Puttnam's focus on
responsible storytelling, social impact, and financial stability paved the way for
future filmmakers and industry professionals.

Today, his ideas continue to shape the film industry, encouraging filmmakers to
tell stories that matter and empowering them to secure the necessary funding to
bring their visions to life.

The Continued Journey



David Puttnam's journey exemplifies the powerful relationship between movies
and money. His tireless efforts to combine artistic excellence with financial
acumen showcase the immense potential that lies within the film industry.

As movies continue to captivate audiences worldwide, it is important to recognize
the importance of financial support in fostering creativity and nurturing talent.
From independent filmmakers to major studios, finding the right balance between
artistic vision and financial stability is essential for the continued growth and
longevity of the film industry.

So, the next time you sit back and enjoy a captivating movie, remember the
behind-the-scenes journey of individuals like David Puttnam, who have not only
entertained us but also made a lasting impact on the intersection of movies and
money.
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From David Puttnam—producer of such modern film classics as Chariots of Fire,
The Killing Fields, Midnight Express, and The Mission, and the only European to
have run a major Hollywood studio—an insightful and provocative history that
explains the personalities and events which shaped film's transformation from a
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technological curiosity into one of the world's most powerful cultural and
economic forces. From the early rivalry between its inventors to the power-
brokering and political influence of today's mega-stars; from Zukor and Laemmle
to Ovitz and Eisner; from the serendipitous discovery of Los Angeles ("flagstaff no
good," wired Cecil B. De Mille. "want authority to rent barn for $75 a month in
place called hollywood") to the exploitation and depredation of Europe's film
culture in the name of the marketplace, Puttnam captures the urgency and
wonder that swept through a young industry and set it spinning on an axis of
money and power. Movies and Money chronicles the unprecedented collision
between art and commerce, and incisively analyzes its implications in today's
global arena. Puttnam's engaging history is also an impassioned polemic: From
the moment Thomas Edison stole the first crude attempt at a movie camera from
the French scientist Étienne Jules Marey, Hollywood and Europe have existed,
the author claims, in a state of undeclared hostility—hostility that has occasionally
erupted into open battle for control of the century's most powerful artistic medium.
And this battle, he contends, will ultimately determine the nature of Europe's
cultural identity. He also argues forcefully for the intelligent application of the
language and techniques of cinema to education, urging filmmakers to make films
that challenge and inspire as well as entertain. Ten years after his abrupt
departure from Columbia, Puttnam re-enters the debate about cinema with
characteristic audacity, with the irreverence of an iconoclast and the canniness of
a seasoned player. Movies and Money is a book that will change our
understanding of the history—and future—of film.
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