Narratives Of Faith From The Haiti
Earthquake: A Testament Of Hope And
Resilience

On a fateful day in January 2010, the world watched in horror as the
impoverished nation of Haiti was struck by a catastrophic earthquake. The
magnitude 7.0 tremor, combined with poor infrastructure, left over 230,000 people
dead and countless others injured and displaced. In the midst of this
unimaginable devastation, narratives of faith emerged, showcasing the

unwavering belief and unwavering hope that could be found amidst the rubble.

The Power of Faith in the Face of Adversity

For the people of Haiti, faith plays a central role in their lives. Over 80% of the
population identifies as Roman Catholic, with a significant number practicing
Vodou — a fusion of African and Catholic beliefs. In the aftermath of the

earthquake, their faith became a source of solace, strength, and resilience.

Amidst the crumbling buildings and the cries of despair, stories of miracles and
divine intervention emerged. Survivors spoke of experiencing a sense of calm
amidst the chaos, feeling guided by an unseen force. Church gatherings became
a refuge for the traumatized, offering a space to mourn, pray, and find comfort in

each other's presence.
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The Mass being held in the ruins of the iconic Cathédrale Notre-Dame de
I'Assomption became a poignant symbol of faith prevailing against all odds.
Despite the destruction, the community gathered to worship, united in their

shared belief that God was with them in their darkest hour.

Voices of Hope in the Midst of Desolation

The narratives of faith that emerged from the Haiti earthquake were not just
stories of survival but also stories of hope. Amidst the ruins, individuals found the
strength to rebuild their lives and communities, believing that better days were

ahead.

One such story is that of Jean-Baptiste. After losing his home and family in the
earthquake, Jean-Baptiste experienced a profound awakening of faith. He
became a beacon of hope for others, using his own experience to inspire and
guide those around him. Through his tireless efforts, he helped establish a place
of worship in a makeshift tent, offering solace and a sense of community to those

in need.
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Another tale of resilience is that of Fém Lakay, a grassroots movement that
emerged from the rubble. Literally translated as "Make Home," Fem Lakay
believed in the power of collective action and community support. They worked
tirelessly to provide safe shelter for the displaced, rebuilding homes and creating
a sense of normalcy in the midst of chaos. Their actions embodied the strength of

faith in action, turning devastation into an opportunity for growth and renewal.

Rebuilding Lives, One Brick at a Time

As the dust settled and the immediate aftermath of the earthquake subsided, the
narratives of faith continued to inspire and guide the people of Haiti in rebuilding

their lives and their nation.

Churches and religious organizations, both local and international, played a
critical role in providing support, both physical and emotional, to the survivors.
They built schools, hospitals, and orphanages, offering opportunities for
education and healthcare in the midst of devastation. These institutions became a

symbol of hope, a testament to the belief that a brighter future was within reach.

Individual acts of faith also played a pivotal role in the reconstruction efforts.
Communities came together to clear debris, rebuild homes, and create
infrastructure where there was once only rubble. Their unwavering faith in their
ability to overcome adversity fueled their determination, turning what seemed

impossible into a reality.

The Haiti Earthquake: A Catalyst for Resilience and Faith

The narratives of faith that emerged from the Haiti earthquake serve as a
reminder of the indomitable human spirit. In the face of unimaginable loss and
destruction, the people of Haiti found solace in their faith and drew strength from

each other.



These narratives go beyond the mere retelling of survival stories; they are
testaments of hope and resilience. They illustrate the power of collective action
and the strength that stems from a shared sense of purpose. They demonstrate
that faith can withstand even the greatest of trials and can help rebuild lives, brick
by brick.

As the world reflects on the Haiti earthquake and its aftermath, may we draw
inspiration from these narratives of faith. Let them serve as a reminder that even
in the darkest times, there is hope, there is strength, and there is resilience. Let
us stand in solidarity with the people of Haiti as they continue to rebuild and

create a brighter future.
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This book presents an in-depth ethnographic case study carried out in the years

following the 2010 Haiti earthquake to present the role of faith beliefs in disaster

response. The earthquake is one of the most destructive on record, and the
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aftermath, including a cholera epidemic and ongoing humanitarian aid, has

continued for years following the catastrophe.

Based on dozens of interviews, this book gives primacy to survivors’ narratives. It
begins by laying out the Haitian context, before presenting an account of the
earthquake from survivors’ perspectives. It then explores in detail how the
earthquake affected the religious, mainly Christian, faith of survivors and how
religious faith influenced how they responded to, and are recovering from, the
experience. The account is also informed by geoscience and the accompanying
"complicating factors." Finally, the Haitian experience highlights the significant
role that religious faith can play alongside other learned coping strategies in

disaster response and recovery globally.

This book contributes an important case study to an emerging literature in which
the influence of both religion and narrative is being recognised. It will be of

interest to scholars of any discipline concerned with disaster response, including
practical theology, anthropology, psychology, geography, Caribbean studies and

earth science. It will also provide a resource for non-governmental organisations.
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