
Neonationalist Mythology In Postwar Japan:
Unveiling a Controversial Historical Narrative

In the aftermath of World War II, Japan underwent a rapid transformation on
social, political, and cultural fronts. Emerging from the ashes of destruction, the
nation sought to redefine its identity and position on the global stage. This article
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delves into the intriguing phenomenon of Neonationalist Mythology in postwar
Japan and sheds light on the contentious historical narrative associated with it.

The Birth of Neonationalist Mythology

Neonationalist Mythology refers to a movement that gained traction in Japan
during the latter half of the 20th century. It propagates a revisionist view of history,
often romanticizing Japan's imperial past and downplaying its wartime
aggressions.
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Neonationalist narratives portray Japan as a victim of Western imperialism,
showcasing its cultural richness and traditions as a symbol of unique national
identity. This movement has been fueled by individuals and organizations seeking
to challenge the conventional understanding of Japan's role in World War II and
its aftermath.

One of the key elements of Neonationalist Mythology is the glorification of
wartime heroes and figures, such as military leaders and kamikaze pilots. These
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characters are often depicted as selfless patriots, fighting for the honor and
preservation of Japan.

Controversies Surrounding Neonationalist Mythology

The propagation of Neonationalist Mythology has been met with significant
controversy both domestically and internationally. Critics argue that it undermines
Japan's responsibility for its wartime actions, erases the suffering inflicted on
other nations, and fosters an exclusionary nationalistic sentiment.

The revisionist nature of Neonationalist Mythology has also strained Japan's
relations with its Asian neighbors, particularly South Korea and China, who were
directly affected by Japan's imperialistic ambitions. Historical disputes regarding
war crimes, the issue of comfort women, and territorial claims have further
deepened the rift between these countries.

Effects on Contemporary Japanese Society

The influence of Neonationalist Mythology permeates various aspects of modern
Japanese society. It has shaped public opinion, impacted educational
curriculums, and even influenced popular culture.

Some argue that Neonationalist Mythology, by romanticizing Japan's imperial
past, has hindered the nation's ability to come to terms with its history and
reconcile with its Asian neighbors. Others believe that it is an essential part of
reclaiming Japanese identity and preserving traditional values.

Neonationalist Mythology in postwar Japan remains a deeply divisive topic, both
within the country and abroad. While proponents view it as a means of preserving
national pride and identity, critics argue that it hampers historical understanding
and reconciliation.



Acknowledging and debating the complexities surrounding Neonationalist
Mythology is crucial in fostering introspection and promoting a more nuanced
understanding of Japan's past, which is essential for building a peaceful and
inclusive future.
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Radhabinod Pal was an Indian jurist who achieved international fame as the
judge representing India at the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal and dissented from
the majority opinion, holding that all Japanese “Class A” war criminals were not
guilty of any of the charges brought against them. In postwar Japanese politics,
right-wing polemicists have repeatedly utilized his dissenting judgment in their
political propaganda aimed at refuting the Tokyo trial’s majority judgment and
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justifying Japan’s aggression, gradually elevating this controversial lawyer from
India to a national symbol of historical revisionism. Many questions have been
raised about how to appropriately assess Pal’s dissenting judgment and Pal
himself. Were the arguments in Pal’s judgment sound? Why did he submit such a
bold dissenting opinion? What was the political context? More fundamentally, why
and how did the Allies ever nominate such a lawyer as a judge for a tribunal of
such great political importance? How should his dissent be situated within the
context of modern Asian history and the development of international criminal
justice? What social and political circumstances in Japan thrust him into such a
prominent position? Many of these questions remain unanswered, while some
have been misinterpreted. This book proposes answers to many of them and
presents a critique of the persistent revisionist denial of war responsibility in the
Japanese postwar right-wing movement.
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